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Melbourne Knight's Josip Biskic. 
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@ CAPPE - Kids, 
Indoor Cappe Pro: 


THE "BEST" RANGE FOR THE “BEST” 
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Phone: 789-6433 
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21st-23RD JANUARY 


FRIDAY JANUARY 21 ——————_ 
vy West Adelaide Mitre 10 Stadium 7.30pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 22 

Wollongong City Morwell Falcons Pk 7.00pm 
Melbourne Knights Marconi Stadium 7.30pm 
SUNDAY JANUARY 23 

South Melbourne Melb CroatianSC 6.00pm 
Sydney Olympic Melita Stadium 6.30pm 
Sydney United Olympic Village 6.00pm 
Brisbane Strikers Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 


Newcastle BHP 


Morwell Falcons =v 
Marconi Fairfield 


Melbourne BUSC 
Parramatta Eagles 
Heidelberg United 
Adelaide City 


FULL MATCH DETAILS & RESULTS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
CCSL HOT LINE 


0055 21166 


LIVE radio broadcasts can be heard in Sydney on 


2GB, Melbourne on 3AK, and in Adelaide on 5RPH. 


Coca-Cola Soccer League matches may be seen on SBS Sunday 
evening, Monday 5:30pm &Tuesday 7:30pm. The COCA-COLA Soccer 
League is Sponsored by the Coca-Cola System 
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BY POPULAR DEMAND 
WE’RE BACK — ONCE A WEEK — 
EVERY TUESDAY 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly will be in your 
newsagents every Tuesday morning. ABSW will now be 


published once a week. We hope the return to a Tuesday 
edition will be a popular one. 


SOCCER WEEKLY ON TUESDAY will now bring you ail the 
match reports from the Coca Cola Soccer League - all the 

English, Scottish, Italian, German, Spanish, Greek, French, 
Dutch, and other European and World results and tables. 


SOCCER WEEKLY ON TUESDAY will have a front and 
back page colour format. 
SOCCER WEEKLY ON TUESDAY will still only cost 
you $2 and returns toa 
32-page information-packed edition. 


EVERY TUESDAY, 
ABSW WILL HAVE A ?U bb COLOUR 
FRONT AND BACK PAGE 
—THE EDITOR 
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Michael Urukalo. 


BY STEPHEN 
COPPING 


ichael Urukalo, who 

became the first 
Australian coach in Asia, 
has sent a chilling. double- 
warning to Australia which 
could have major 
repercussions on the 
Soccceroos’ hopes of 
reaching the 1998 World 
Cup finals and seriously 
affect the future of the 
game in Australia. 

Urukalo sees the 
emerging Asian countries 
developing so quickly that 
Australia is already behind 
the likes of Malaysia. 

“In most Asian countries 
the players are now full- 
time professionals,” says 
Urukalo, back in Australia 
until the end of the month 
to decide on his next 
coaching venture. 


ASIAN FACTOR -crvxato's pousrz WARNING 


misapprehensions 
Australians hold regarding 


Asian football. 
“We must not only play 
against Asian sides 


Tegularly but also learn 
from the giant steps they 
are taking to promote the 
game. 

“Tf the Socceroos think 
they have a easy passage to 
the next World Cup finals 
they are very mistaken, 

“There seems to be a 
mystery surrounding 
football in Asia.” 

In South Korea there is 
now a pro-league. In 


“Right now 
Saudi Arabia 
would give 
the 
Socceroos a 
run for their 


money. 
Thailand this year, for the 
first time, they are 


allowing foreign players 
into their league. Indonesia 
starts its pro-league this 
season and even China now 
has a pro-league. 

South Korea and Saudi 
Arabia qualified for the 


Michael Urukalo: doing what he does best, coaching 
from the sidelines. 


The former Johore coach 
also sees the necessity for 
closer links with Asia, 
although he blasted the 
decision of clubs from 
Perth and Darwin to 
participate in the 
Singapore First Division, 
which starts in March. 

“To be honest I can’t 
understand why these two. 
sides are going in to this 
league - basically the 
standard isn’t good 
enough,” 

The former Apia coach, 
now 41, wants nothing 
more than for. Australia to 
qualify through Asia for the 
next World Cup, but he is 
deeply concerned about the 


World Cup finals in the US 
in June via the Asian 
World Cup qualifying 
group - a path Australia is 
likely to be part of if they 
win the Oceania play-offs. 

Despite criticism that 
FIFA is not too impressed 
with the Asian teams’ rate 
of success in previous 
World Cup finals, Urukalo 
is adamant that these teams 
are improving so rapidly 
that Australia will have 
trouble keeping pace with 
them, 

“Over the next few years 
national sides such as Japan 
will have improved 
dramatically. Iran, Iraq, 
South Korea are all playing 


good football. 

“Right now Saudi Arabia 
would give the Socceroos a 
Tun for their money. 

“And don’t forget 
Thailand. They have a 
population of 100 million 
people and are really 
committed to the game.” 

The rate of development 
in club football in Asia is 
also. way ahead of 
Australia, highlighted by 
the professional road the 
countries are taking. 

Umukalo adds: “We have 
got to keep in closer 
contact with Asia or else 
we could find ourselves 


struggling to qualify 
through Asia for the next 
World Cup. 

“The level of 
development in Asia is 
frightening. 


“T can’t hit home hard 
enough how far the game is 
developing in Asia,” says 
Urukalo, 

“The standard has 
improved immensely, it is 
helped by the influx of 
foreign players and 
coaches.” 

The average player in 
the Malaysian League 
earns between $40,000 to 
$60,000 per season. The 
more high-profile overseas 
players can earn up to 
$100,000 plus free 
accommodation, @ car, and 
match bonuses which 
range from $500 to 
$1,500 per win. 

“Clubs will pay big 
money for overseas 
players but they are 
expected to perform to 
a high standard 
Tegularly. 

“Alan Davidson, 
Abbas Saad and Alistair 
Edwards are highly paid 
because they are proven 
players. 

“They are the best 
overseas players in Asia 
at the moment.” 

Despite those former 


Socceroos being 
rewarded with 
European _ salaries 


Urukalo states that 
other Australian based 
players are pricing 
themselves out of the 
Malaysian market. 
“Malaysia seems to 


“If the Socceroos think they 

have an easy passage to the 

next World Cup finals they 
are very mistaken." 


be turning away from 
Australian players - many 
Australians that have come 
over recently haven’t been 
good enough. 

“Most coaches will now 
go to countries like 
Czechosiosvakia to pick up 


development. 
The 1994 season in 
Malaysia not only 


introduces a professional 
league, but now a 16 team 
First Division (the Second 
Division has been 
scrapped), two invitation 


"There is no passion in the 
game in Singapore - the top 
crowd last season was 3,200." 


internationals for next-to- 
nothing.” 

While the Australian 
Soccer Federation hunts for 
lucrative opponents to 
keep the game’s ruling 
body in funds, Urukalo 
reveals the extent of 
sponsorship the game is 
receiving in Malaysia. 

“This season the FAM 
will receive about $8 
million in sponsorship 
which is filtered back into 
the game. 

“Each state (team) 
receives about $250,000 
with the bulk of the money 
going into youth 


sides, and Singapore and 
Brunei will join the league. 

“I believe there is a 
misconception of how 
good Australian football is 
~ it has developed but it has 
not come of age yet. 

“Our youth success has 
put Australia on the world 
map of football and it was a 
credit that every European 
agent was in the country 
when we held the World 
Youth Championship last 
year. 

“But we shouldn’t just 
sit back on our laurels - 
now is the time to work 
harder. 


“Just look at Indonesia. 
They have sent a full Under 
20 squad of 15 players and 
five coaching staff to train 
in Italy for 12 months.” 

While Urukalo praises 
the Malaysian League his 
thoughts on the Singapore 
set-up are less than 
complementary. 

“Singapore has only one 
interest and that is the 
semi-pro side which plays 
in the Malaysian League. 

“There is no passion in 
the game in Singapore - the 
top crowd last season was 
3,200. 

“The Singapore National 
side is currently falling flat 
on its face - they need a 
strong National League to 
survive internationally.” 

Urukalo’s future at the 
moment is unclear, 
however, he has the kind of 
managerial record most 
clubs in Asia crave. 

When he was sacked by 
Apia, Urukalo took to Asia 
to find his next coaching 
post. 

The rest is history. 
Urukalo won his club 
Johore (playing in the side 
were Australians Alistair 
Edwards and Abbas Saad) 
the First Division and the 
Malaysia Cup - the first 
time any team in Malaysia 
had won the double. A year 
later he took Johore to 


"They 
(@avidson, 
Saad, 
Edwards) 
are the 
best 
overseas 
players in 
Asia at the 
moment." 


sixth place in the league 
and won the pre-season FA 
Cup. 

Urukalo then moved to 
Singapore to manage 
Tyrwhitt Caltex, who came 
second in the Singapore 
First Division this season. 

“This year has been 
frustrating as the 
Singapore league is way 
behind the standards set in 
Malaysia. 

“Caltex have offered me 
another contract, but I 
have offers to go to Perak 
in Malaysia and I am also 
considering coaching in 
Europe. 

“But it’s also important 
Not to become a forgotten 
face in Australia - as a 
coach you can’t stay away 
too long or else people will 
just forget you.” 


Thé first.side in Malaysia to win the double. Urukalo's Johore side contained Abbas Saad and Edwards. 
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Determination: Slater impressed Argentina. 


BY TED SIMMONS 


Rampaging redhead 
Robbie Slater made a one- 
act affair of the 1993 
Oceania Footballer of the 
Year poll with a record 
Tunaway win. 

Slater polled 72 points 
from journalists, coaches and 
Officials in Oceania to win by 
a massive 19 points, the 
biggest margin since the 
award began in 1988. 

New Zealand striker 
Wynton Rufer was second 
with 53 points, followed by 
Ned Zelic 46, Mark Bosnich 
36, Aurelio Vidmar 28, 
Mehmet Durakovic 11, 
Christian Kerembeu (New 
Caledonia) 11, and Paul 
Wade 10. 

Eleven other players also 
Teceived votes, 

Slater received the top 


nomination eight times and 
was selected in the top three 
by 16 voters, with the votes 
spread around Australia, 
New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands and 
Fiji, 

Slater was in doubt with 
injury when he arrived in 
Australia for the Oceania 
play-offs against New 
Zealand. He was still 
publicly in doubt up to the 
start of the first match in 
Auckland but quickly proved 
his fitness on the field. 

He continued the form 
against Canada and was the 
outstanding player against 


Pelucchi speaks out 


BY ANTHONY 
RAINERI 


Former Marconi player 
Ermanno Pelucchi, the 
protagonist in this 
season’s most 
sensational story, 
will ponder his 
immediate 
playing future 
while chasing surf, 
sand and 
sunshine. 

Pelucchi: 
dropped the season’s biggest 
bombshell last Tuesday night 
when he officially quit the 
Coca-Cola Soccer League 
{CCSL) champions, citing an 
on-going feud with coach 
Frank Arok as the reason. 

The 27-year-old, who lives 
with fellow Italian import 
Andrea cardi in a unit 
overlooking Sydney's world 
famous Bondi Beach, said he 
would spend considerable 
time by the seaside deciding 
his next career move, 

“I don’t know, everything 
is still up in the air,” Pelucchi 
said last Thursday. “Anything 
is possible. 

“I’m now having a rest 
and taking it easy.” 

Speculation about 
Pelucchi’s next step is 
already rife and it will only 
intensify as the days — let 
alone weeks — pass. 


YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A BIG 


COMPETITION DETAILS 


The rumour that he will go 
to Sydney Olympic gained 
immeasurable momentum 
last week when he revealed 
he was close 
friends with Berti 
Mariani. 

“Berti is a good 
coach and a good 
man,” Pelucchi 
said. “We are 
friends, we speak 
to each other 
Tegularly.” 

Most pundits believe 
Pelucchi will head back to 
Italy. 

At 27, he is young enough 
to attract interest - if not 
within Serie A then at least 
from some lower division 
Clubs. 

But Pelucchi’s love of 
Australia is well known and 
he would find it difficult to 
leave our shores 
permanently. 

Specific details about 
Pelucchi’s problems with 
Arok are difficult to obtain. 

The former Socceroo 
coach refused to comment 
on the issue and all Pelucchi 
would say was: “I have had 
some problems with the 
coach, I realised it was 
impossible to change the 
situation so I decided to go 
out.” 

Marconi officials — as 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly, in conjunc- 
tion with the Australian Soccer Table Pty Ltd, are 
offering you the chance to win a unique soccer 


table worth $2,600. 


All you have to do is identify a soccer player every 


week for the next 12 weeks. 


Send your answers in to Australian and British 
Soccer Weekly, no later than the following Mon- 


day after the Tuesday edition, 


Send your answers to: 


SOCCER TABLE COMPETITION 
P.O. Box 155 Marrickville, 
Sydney NSW 2204 
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well as players and 
fans — are 
dumbfounded by 
Pelucchi’s actions. 

“I'm sorry to 
see him go as he is 
one of Australia’s 
best imports,” 
Marconi soccer 
chairman Ron 
Cavagnino said, 
“We don’t want 
him to go, 

“We have tried 
everything to get 
him to play again.” 

Marconi 
president Tony 
Labbozzetta said 
Pelucchi quit the 
club because of an 
“unfortunate falling out with 
Frank Arok.” 

“That’s basically it,” 
Labbozzetta said. “We made 
all sorts of efforts to resolve 
the situation. 

“Thad discussions with 
him last Friday (January 8). 

“That was the last attempt 
we made. 

“He basically said: ‘I can’t 
continue’, So we decided to 
call it a day.” 

Labbozzetta said Arok 
had 200 per cent support 
from the Marconi board. 

While Marconi fans mourn 
the inevitable departure of 
Pelucchi, they can be 


WHO IS THIS 
PLAYER? 


Bombshell: Ermanno Pelucchi 


comfortable in the knowledge 
that the door has not been shut 
closed on the former Italian 
First Division player. 

When asked whether 
Marconi would welcome back 
Pelucchi if he had a change of 
heart, Labbozzetta said: “At 
this stage he will not be 
playing for Club Marconi for 
the remainder of the season. 

“That player has 
requested that his contract 
be terminated, 

“But if he puts his mind in 
the right frame and he wants to 
come back then it will be a 
matter for the board to 
decide.” 


Argentina to such an extent 
that Argentine coach Alfio 
Basile devised special 
marking for the fiery player 
in the return at Buenos 
Aires. 

Slater was Man of the 
Match in both games against 
New Zealand, winning 
special awards from the 
match sponsors, 

He was, as always, an 
outspoken person and never 
hesitated to give his opinion 
to the media, other players 
or officials. 

He fully supported the 
players' claims for higher 
match fees for the World 
Cup campaign, pointing out 
that some of the top 
Australians in Europe could 
lose up to $25,000 in match 
fees while playing for their 
country. 

“That was a storm in a 
teacup because we easily got 
what was just and what we 
should be getting,” he said. 

“We sacrifice a lot to 
come home for these 
matches but our request to 
the ASF was made on a team 
basis, not just for the 
European-based players, The 
local players also have to 
give up a lot.” 

Slater is a very Australian 
person and is always quick 
to defend his country and the 
national team. 

“We were an Australian 
team, all fighting for a place 
in the World Cup finals. Of 
course there’ll be arguments 
in camp but you can also get 
them at work or among your 
family. Funnily enough, my 
biggest argument was with 
another European-based 
player but we quickly settled 
down.” 

Slater revelled in the 
attention paid to Australia 
by the European media ani 
was prominently featured in 
the newspapers, magazines 
and on radio and television. 

He said the big magazine 
France Football rated 
Australia as a good outsider, 
as well as the thousands o} 
words written about Diego 
Maradona and whether the 
World Cup champions coul 
beat the upstarts from Down 
Under, 

“Tell me someone who 
wouldn’t want to play 
against Maradona or 
Argentina. They were two ol 
the biggest games Australia 
has ever played,” he said. 

Slater returned to Lens 


R RUNS AWAY WITH OCEANIA AWARD 


Winner: Slater is rated the best player in Oceania. 


and his role as a defensive 
midfielder as the team slowly 
moved up the ladder in the 
French First Division, 

“We had a bad start to the 
season again, the same as 
we've had for the last three 
years. But it’s starting to 
come together now. 

“After we lost to 


SS 


SS 
ASF 


Australian Soccer 
Federation 


Argentina, there was a lot of 
talk about players retiring 
and not being available for 
the next World Cup 
campaign, Hopefully I'll still 
be playing well and if Eddie 
Thomson wants me, I’m 
available.” 

Slater will receive his 
Oceania award at a televised 
ceremony in France which 
will be telecast around 
Europe. A similar 
presentation will be sought 
when he retums to Sydney. 

It is the second win by 
Slater who was previously 
successful in 1991. It was 
also the biggest winning 
margin (19 points) since the 
poll began in 1988. Previous 
winning margins were: 1988 


Frank Farina 4, 1989 Rufer 
2, 1990 Rufer 6, 1991 Slater 
4, 1992 Rufer 8. 

Again the placegetters are 
with European clubs — 
Slater with Lens (France), 
Rufer with Werder Bremen 
(Germany) and Zelic with 
Borussia Dortmund 
(Germany). 

Slater will receive his 
award at a televised 
ceremony in France which 
will be telecast around 
Europe. 

The full result of the poll 
was: Robbie Slater 
(Australia) 72 points, 
Wynton Rufer (New 
Zealand) 53, Ned Zelic 
(Australia) 46, Mark 
Bosnich (Australia) 36, 
Aurelio’ Vidmar (Australia) 
28, Christian Kerembeu 
(New Caledonia) 11, 
Mehmet Durakovic 
(Australia) 11, Paul Wade 
(Australia) 10, Pascal 
Vahirua (Tahiti) 6, Manis 
Lamond (Papua New 
Guinea) 5, Charles Ashley 
(Solomon Islands) 4, Clint 
Gosling (New Zealand) 4, 
Alex Tobin (Australia) 3, 
Billy Wright (New 
Zealand) 3, Tagi Vololagi 
(Fiji) 2, Reynald Temerii 
(Tahiti) 2, Matai Vave 
(Solomon Islands) 2, 
Darren McClennan (New 
Zealand) 1, Rodger Gray 
(New Zealand) 1, 
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SV Rengsdorf 

Red-White Koblenz 

VfB Lutzel Koblenz 

SG Brambach 

Blue Stars Zurich 

FC Lucerne 

Tunisia 

TSV Marl-Huls 

MSV Duisburg 

VfB Stuttgart 

St Louis (USA) 

FC Schalke 04 

Kickers Offenbach 

Cristal Lima (Peru) 

Chile 

TSV 1860 Munich 
Manager Hallen-WM, 

La Paz (Bolivien), 
Venezuela 

Valladolid (Spain), 
Fortuna Cologne 

Port of Spain (Trinidad), 
Grenada (Carribean), 
Gaborone (Botswana) 
Tennis Borussia Berlin 
Hamburg SV 

China 

Australia, Numea (New- 
Caledonian) 

Philippines, 

Zanzibar, Botswana 

Dar Es Salaam (Tanzania), 
Honduras 

Nepal 

Fiji 

Yomiuri Tokyo 

1985-86 Hertha BSC Berlin 
Nepal 

Fiji, Ghana 

Dar Es Salaam (Tanzania) 
Zimbabwe (National eleven) 
Harare (Zimbabwe), 
Bulawayo (Zimbabwe), 
Vietnam 

Iran, Angola, 

S’o Thomé (West Africa), 
Principe (West Africa), 
China 

Mauritius 


ME OUI SA 
feel 


BY STEPHEN 
COPPING 


Rudi Gutendorf 


High profile former 
Socceroo coach Rudi 
Gutendorf, a veteran of 51 
coaching jobs, has admitted 
that when his globe-trotting 
days are over as an 
international coach he would 
like to take over a side like 
Sydney Olympic. 

Gutendorf, now coaching 
Mauritius in the African 
Confederation, said it would 
be a dream to take charge of 
a side like Olympic. 

“I would have to be in 
complete charge,” stressed 
Gutendorf, who has 
contacted Australian Soccer 
Federation chairman John 
Constantine on the 
Possibility of the Socceroos 
playing Mauritius in an 
intemational friendly. 

“T think Australia needs 
an inter-city club that plays 
at the Sydney Football 


RUDI GUTENDORF'S| Gutendorf's Ol 
COACHING POSITIONS 


Stadium. 

“One of the first things I 
would do is sign a couple of 
world class players: one 
would come from Greece 


and the other from Germany 4 


‘or South America,” 

Gutendorf, who was in 
Australia for a two-week 
holiday, also offered 
Marconi-Fairfield defender 
Jean-Paul de Marigny a 
chance to play for Mauritius 
in a coming international 
tournament. 

Gutendorf, who was coach 
of the Socceroos for almost 
three years from 1979 to 
1981, has been coach of the 
Mauritius side for one year 
and his contact with them 
expires this June. He is not 
sure whether he will stay 
with the team after that 
period. 

It is rumoured that 
another African country 
could come in for the well- 
travelled coach who has 
taken charge of Hamburg 
SV, China, and Zimbabwe. 

Gutendorf also sees a big 
inter-city club like Sydney 
Olympic increasing support 
for the Socceroos, 

“I believe = when 
international tournaments 
are held at the SFS, 
Australian supporters will be 
proud to have a club like 


pA ae 


Sydney Olympic they can 
identify with,” said 
Gutendorf. 

“T really admire Marconi, 
they have come so far since 
the early 1980s.” 

Gutendorf is now 
preparing Mauritius for the 
African Cup of Nations 
which is held every four 
years. For the first time 
Mauritius have been invited 
to play in the tournament 
which will be held in Algeria, 

The veteran coach argues 
that the Socceroos should 
play at least 12 
internationals every year 
and the ASF should not 


ympic 


concern itself with getting all 
the overseas players back for 
every game. 

“Socceroo coach Eddie 
Thomson should have two 
national sides. The first 
would include the overseas 
players and the second 
should use the players for the 
building process. 

“T also think Australia 


should play in Asia 
regularly,” 
Tf Gutendorf harbours any 


anger on his past it is in 
regard to the lack of 
acknowledgement he 
received in setting up the 
youth structure in Australia. 


“Sir Arthur George and { 
set up what has developed 
into the Joeys and the Young 
Socceroos. 

“When I watched the 
Olyroos in Barcelona T was 
teally proud as I knew it was 
what I had hoped would 
happen in the late 1970s.” 

When asked who was the 
greatest Australian player he 
coached, Gutendorf 
answered immediately: 
“Eddie Krncevic, he was 
such a dangerous striker and 
excellent in the air. 

“Peter Shame, Gary Cole 
and Tony Henderson were 
also good players.” 


SJUAT Bo YA THINK YA Doin’ 


wigs 


‘ 


Rudi Gutendorf's Mauritius side are now preparing for the African Cup of Nations in Algeria. 


THE OFFSIDE wrth perren aur 
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BY ROGER 
SLEEMAN 


They say you can’t buy 
some players with a 
king’s ransom and 
Alan Davidson, the 
former Australian 
great, admits that 
the King of Pahang 
would be unlikely 
to accept any offer 
forthcoming for his 
captain’s services. 

Davo, as he is 
affectionately known, is 
reaping the rewards in 
Malaysia playing for the 
State of Pahang, in 
recognition of the 
amazing talent he 
displayed throughout his 
career. 

After all, it's only 
justice that the man who 
could stand next to Ray 
Baartz and Marshall 
Soper in playing ability, 
has finally found the 
kingdom of football. 
Sadly, he had to discover 
this rich, new world 
outside Australia. 

Davidson relates the 
story of a recent meeting 
with the King which 
highlights the high profile 
of football in Malaysia. 

“I was summoned by 


the King for a meeting. 


behind closed doors, and 
before I entered his 
chambers, I was 
approached by several of 
the government 
ministers. They wanted 
me to put a good word in 
for them with the King.” 
“For two hours the 
ministers waited to see 


the King, but there was 
nothing they could do to 
shorten the meeting as 
football was the main 
item on the agenda that 
day.” 

“Football is a religion 
in Malaysia and crowds 
in the National League 
Tange between 25,000 
and 60,000,” says 
Davidson. 

“TE can’t walk the 
streets without somebody 
coming up to me because 
the people have a great 
passion for the game, 
something that is really 
lacking in Australia.” 

“In contrast to my 


"Davo is the 
nearest thing 


to a total 


footballer" 


experience in England 
where football is 
extremely serious and 
competitive with a win at 
all costs mentality, the 
Malaysian footballers 
love to express 
themselves and although 


ASF 


Australian Soccer 
? Federation 


winning is important, 
entertainment is a very 
high priority.” 

“The players have 
great individual skills like 
most Asians, but often 
it’sathe lack of killer 
instinct, concentration 


and discipline that lets_ 


them down.” 
“However, the 
standard of the national 
team has improved 
Temarkably since Ken 


STRIKERS JUNIOR 
SOCCER CLUB 


A MEMBER OF THE NSW FEDERATION OF SOCCER CLUBS 
FORMALLY A-.P.1.A. 
JUNIOR SOCCER CLUB 


TRAINING AND REGISTRATION DAYS 


One of Australia's oldest & leading soccer clubs will 
be staging training and registration days for all 
players from u/15's to all age & ladies teams every 
Tuesday and Thursday of January and February at 
Algie Park, Haberfield between 6.00pm & 8.00pm 


Registrations are being held now at the 
APIA Club LTD (Frazer St, Leichhardt) every 
Saturday to the end of February between 
1.00pm to 4.00pm. 


Also Trials for our N.S.W. State Federation side are) 
being held every Tuesday and Thursday at 
Algie Park from 6.00 to 8.30. 


For all enquires please contact: 
Vince Aiello 752-0813 (w) 


896-1461(ah) 


"Building towards National Soccer League 
status once again, and aiming towards 
Youth League participation in 1995." 
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Worden has been in 
charge as everything 
from diet to mental 
attitude is closely 
monitored by the 
authorities.” 

Apart from Alan 
Davidson, only Abbas 
Saad and = Alistair 
Edwards have made a 
lasting impression on 
Malaysian football from 
the Australian 
contingent. 

Although the rewards 
in Malaysian football are 
great if you make the 
grade, the word is 
spreading that the 
Australian players are 
overpricing 
themselves. 

“The Malaysian 
clubs can now pick 
up top class players 
from the former 
Yugoslavian states, 


Russia and the 
former Czech 
Republic for 


nothing”, says Davidson. 

“These players are 
prepared to play for 
small wages just to get 
out of Europe but in the 
Jong run they will 
definitely improve the 
standard of the 
Malaysian game.” 

Davidson dreams of 
the day when football in 
Australia becomes a 
major sport but the 
reality of life is that his 
present future in the 
game rests in Asia. 

Not only is he a high 
profile player (he was 
awarded the Foreign 
Player of the .Year 
Award in 1992/1993 
season when the club 
won three out of four 
trophies), but he is also a 
highly marketable 
commodity. 

Davidson has appeared 
on TY commercials and 
has a very high profile 
with the media, When his 
playing days are over 
there is every chance he 
will take up a coaching 


ESPECIAL FEATURE 


career in Malaysia, but 
there is also the 
possibility. with the 
success of the "JS" League 
in Japan that he 
may venture to 
the Land of the 


Lifting the Cup: Davidson's Pahang won three out of four trophies in the 1992/93 season. 


"Several government 


Alan Davidson is treated 
like royalty in Malaysia 


gj k ™ 


years of the National 
League, his magnificent 


the City Ground or the 
79 memorable games in 


the nearest thing to a 
total footballer and 


displays against the Socceroo colours. whatever involvement he 

Manchester United and As his former has in the game, he will 
always be 
successful.” 


The last word 


Rising Sun. Tests with the great 
Yet it only . x man himself. 
seems ike Ministers wanted me “27 hv 


yesterday when 
Alan Davidson 


Australia can form 
closer links with 


. 
im mee CO put in a good word #2,» 
Australian e ° football future 
football. with the King" really lies there, 

Who could and hopefully one 


ever forget the 
sight of a young, 
long-haired boy 
launching attacks down 
the South Melbourne 
left flank in the early 


. day we'll be 
— Alan Davidson competing in an 
Asian Super Cup 
competition as well as all 
the Asian International 
tournaments,” 


Socceroo teammate and 
close friend Peter 
Katholos says: “Davo is 


Nottingham Forest in 
1984 which earned him 
a three year contract at 


Triumphant: Davidson is regarded as a hero in Malaysia, where crowds of up fo 60,000 flock to National League games. 


QUOTES OF 
“THIS WIRES 


COMPILED BY STEPHEN COPPING 


If the Socceroos think they have an 
 oasy passage to the World Cup finals 
they are very much mistaken - Michael Urukalo 
warns Australia that Asian nations are fast 
emerging as a serious threat on the world soccer 


stage. 

Basically the standard isn’t good 
F snough - Urukalo on the Singapore 
league which will have Australian sides from Perth 


and Darwin participating in March. 

Soccer Is often regarded by the 
FF cursory supporter to be a particularly 
frustrating sport - Chief Executive of the 
Australian Soccer Federation lan Holmes looks to 
ways to increase spectators at Coca Cola Soccer 
League games by offering the drawcard of 


shootouts in the future. 

How long were you out for? - Soccer 
FF Weekly Journalist Anthony Raineri’s 
question to Marconi-Fairfield coach Frank Arok on 
the subject of how long Italian import Andrea 
Icardi will be out of action due to chicken pox. For 
the record Arok replied that the last time he had 
chicken pox he was six-years-old and didn't play 


football then! 

qe don’t play for money or to grab the 
headlines in newspapers. | play for the 

love of the game - Parramatta Eagles veteran 

journeyman Gerry Gomez on why he plays in the 


CCSL. 

As for my own form, well, it has been 
a satchy - Newcastle Breakers’ ageing 
David Lowe on his season so far. 

1 have treated every game like a grand 
Fina because | have been determined 
to keep my place - Lanky Parramatta Eagles 
stopper, Nick Orlic, on his successful jump to the 


National League after starring for Canterbury 
Marrickville in the NSW Super League last 


season. 

| think Australia needs an inner-city 
FF vist that plays at the Sydney Football 
Stadium - Former Socceroo Rudi Gutendorf on 
how he would promote soccer in Sydney and 
Australia. 


| really admire Marconi, they have 
FF nome a long since the early 1980s - 


Gutendort. 

Berti is a good coach and a good man. 
Fe are friends. We speak to each 
other regularly - Ermanno Pelucchi, who left 
Marconi last week, indicates that Sydney Olympic 
could be his next club. 


The Malaysian clubs can now pick up 
Ce class players from the former 
Yugoslavian states, Russia and the former 
Czech Republic for nothing - Alan Davidson, 
who stars for Malaysian side Pahang, warns that 
Australian players are overpricing themselves. 


Football is a religion in Malaysia and 
vows in the National League range 
between 25,000 and 60,000 - Davidson on the 


huge support Asian football gets. 

1 only hope Asia can form closer links 
Ce Asia, because | believe our 
football future really lies there - Davidson on the 
path Australia should take in pushing the game out 


of the doldrums. 

Some of the players thought | lied or 
Fried to con the referee, but that is 
never part of my game - Blackburn and England 
striker Alan Shearer refutes the allegations that he 
got an opposing ptayer sent off. 

It was all down to the team talk by me 
wr half-tirae. To be honest, what | said 
was just the usual cobblers. Sometimes it 
works, sometimes it doesn’t - Millwall manager 


Mick McCarthy explaining his side's second half 
revival. 


“continue in 


issues. 


edited, 


EAGLES AND 
CROWS 
SHOULD GO 


There has been a lot of 
debate recently regarding 
the number of teams that 
should make up the Coca- 
Cola Soccer League. 
Although I believe that the 
number should remain at 
14, I feel that both Perth 
and Canberra should be 
Tepresented. 

One way this could be 
achieved, would be by 
omitting Parramatta Eagles 
and Sydney United from 
the competition. Although 
IT am from Sydney, I 
honestly believe that 
supporters of sport in 
general in this state are not 
as passionate as their 
Melbourne counterparts, 


Although both the 
Melbourne Pumas and 
Heidelberg are not 


performing well at the 
moment, they both 
have a strong 
following, and with 
some success, the 
crowds will return. 
The only decent 
crowd at Edensor 
Park this season to 


date was when 
Sydney United 
played Sydney 


Olympic, and as I 
was at the match, I 
could honestly say 
that 70 per cent of 
those in attendance 
were Olympic 
supporters. 

Parramatta on 
the other hand, only 
have about two 
thousand regular 
supporters, and 
without Marshall 
Soper that number 
would probably be 
halved. Although 
Marconi’s crowds 
are not as large as they 
once were, they are the 
most professional club in 
Australia, and through 
their existence, the 
Temaining clubs can only 
benefit. 

Sydney Olympic, with 
both the Adelaide clubs 
and South Melbourne 
are one of the best 
supported clubs in 
Australia, and as a result 
must remain in the 
competition. 

Although this may 
anger the Parramatta 
and Sydney United 
supporters, the ASF 
must include a side 
from Perth and 
Canberra in to the 
competition, and in the 
process ensure that 
both teams from 
Adelaide, the Brisbane 
Strikers, the regional 
sides in NSW, and the 
existing clubs’ in 
Victoria, are allowed to 
the 
competition. 


Letters to 
the Editor \ws3 


Tell us what you think 
about soccer’s big 
Letters should 
ideally be a maximum of 
200 words, and may be 


The Editor, 


WEEKLY 


NSW 2204 


Name withheld 
at writer’s request 


THE CCSL 
FUTURE 


I would like to commend 
you and your staff on a 
great newspaper. Please 
keep up the good work. 

I would like to make a 
comment on the “BBB”. I 
am a diehard Sydney 
United fan. The BBB are 
some of the nicest guys 
around. 

At least they are having 
fun at the soccer and trying 
to create atmosphere, How 
many league clubs can say 
they have supporters trying 
to get supporter’s clubs 
going. 

Secondly, I should like 
to comment on referees 
and linesmen. The referees 
are doing a better job this 
year than they did last year. 
However, the linesmen 


Youngest CCSL captain: Tony Popovic. 


have looked complete 
amateurs. It is absolutely 
disgusting how they have 
performed. An example is 
the game between the 
Parramatta Eagles and 
Sydney United (Round 10). 

An interesting battle 
occurred between John 
Gibson (Sydney United) 
and Gerry Gomez 
(Parramatta) during the 
match, 

At one stage Gibson was 
pulling Gomez’s shirt, but 
in front of the linesman, 
Gomez elbowed Gibson, 
who later required stitches 
to ahead gash. 

The linesman did not 
notify the referee of what 
happened as both players 
were given yellow cards. 
Gomez clearly deserved 
the red, 

Thirdly, I would like to 
comment on the league. 
The only way the league 
will be successful is if they 
scrap half the teams and 
start from scratch. Here is 
my CCSL League: 


AUSTRALIAN & BritisH Soccer 


P.O. BOX 155 
Marrickville, 


Warringah, one team 
based at Parramatta 
Stadium, one based in the 
south (Sutherland); 
Melbourne United (Middle 
Park or Olympic Park); a 
team in from Melbourne, a 


team from Geelong; 
Adelaide United (Hindmarsh 
Stadium); Brisbane, 


Newcastle; a team from 
Perth, a team from NSW 
Country area. 

Cutting the teams down 
would make a more even 
spread of talents and a few 
years time you could expand 
the competition, 

Y. Smoure 
Drummoyne NSW 


WAKE UP 
EAGLES! 


I am_= writing in 
response to the 
Parramatta v Sydney 
United match. United got 
five yellows for 
Tetaliation, but if 
one saw what was 
being done by 
Eagles players 
before, then 
perhaps you too 
would be amazed 
they only received 
two yellow cards 
and surprisingly no 
Teds. 

I must agree, 
United shouldn't 
have retaliated, but 
after challenges 
like the one 
Gomez made on 
Gibson, which left 
him with a head 
wound, who could 
blame them for 
retaliating? Mr 
Rale Rasic claimed 
on SBS that his 
team was hard 
done-by. Surely 
Rasic is being 
biased? 

After observing this 
game the argument by Mr 
Rasic could havef been 
wrongly interpreted. 1 
saw a game where two 
Parramatta Eagles 
managers were sent off. Is 
this the right image our 
game needs at the 
moment? 

Eagles are a team 
which are capable of 
better and cleaner play. 
So, maybe Mr Rasic 
should observe his team 
more closely rather than 
looking at statistics. From 
a neutral observer's point 
of view, Parramatta is a 
team we could do without 
in the CCSL! 

Look at Melbourne 
Knights, Marconi, and 
Sydney United, who have 
young players and are in 
the top three, they are all 
exciting to watch, 
whether it be live or on 
TV. 

Wake up Eagles! 

Neutral observer 
Bonnyrigg 


BY STEPHEN COPPING 


it was heartening to hear that 
Marconi-Fairfield raised over $10,000 for 
the Bushfire Relief Fund. Half the club’s 
gate takings against Heidelberg United 
went to the Lord Mayor's Bushfire Appeal 
which is now nearing $1 million dollars. 


@ Australian Soccer Federation’s 
Marketing Manager, Cec Bucello, has 
initiated a series of meetings between the 
National League’s Marketing Managers, 
the ASF and the media. Last week’s 
meeting was a worthwhile event as it 
became obvious we have a long way to go 
in marketing soccer to the sporting masses. 


The new Singapore League wil! kick 
off on March 26 with the inclusion of clubs 
from Darwin and Perth. It looks likely at 
this stage that Singapore-based clubs will 
play Darwin then travel to Perth (or vica 
versa), playing two games in Australia 
over two or three days. This is a logistical 
and financial decision, saving time and 
money for the Singapore sides. 


@The world’s number one referee in 
1993 was Denmark's Peter Mikkelsen. In 
third place was Sandor Puhl, who was the 
teferee for the first match between 
Argentina and Australia last year. 


The Socceroos’ quest for the World 
Cup may be over but Australia’s Table 
Soccer players are all set to take their 
place on the world stage. Players from all 
over Australia will be in Sydney this 
Saturday to take part in the sixth national 
championships which will also be the 
World Cup qualifying tournament for the 
finals in Paris this coming September. 


@Tonight’s clash between Sydney 
Olympic and Newcastle will be used to 
raise funds for the Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigades. These are the men and women 
who have worked around the clock to save 
lives and homes. Please donate as much as 
you can. 


Another deferred match is tomorrow's 
clash between Wollongong City and 
Adelaide City. The game will be played at 
Brandon Park and kick-off is at 7.30 pm. 


@ Michael Urukalo, back in Australia 
until the end of the month, can’t stay’away 
from the game. Urukalo, the former Apia 
and Avala coach, who last season managed 
Singapore side Tyrwhitt Caltex F.C. to 
second place in the league, has been seen 
at Melita Stadium and Marconi Stadium 
recently. (See page three for Urukalo 
story). 


Rudi Gutendorf flew out of Sydney two 
weeks ago indicating, under the right 
circumstances, that he would consider 
coaching in Australia again. Gutendorf was 
the Socceroo coach between 1979-1981. 
He was known for his disciplinarian nature 
and the number of players he introduced in 
to the Socceroo side - said to be over 60 
players. (See page five for Gutendorf 
story). 


@The Australian Soccer Players’ 
Association will now be known as the 
Australian Unity Soccer Players’ 
Association (AUSPA). Joe Palatsides, who 
has left to play in Greece, has been 

‘replaced by Parramatta Eagles goalkeeper, 

Peter Gunning. Gunning joins fellow board 

members Kimon Taliadoros, Alan Hunter, 

and Stan Lazaridis. Oscar Crino has left the 

AUSPA because of work commitments, 
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How late can you be? 


It was either daylight 
robbery or a fairytale 
finish, depending on which 
camp you spoke to 
following Sunday's block- 
buster. 

In one of the most 
extraordinary and 
controversial finishes of 
the season South 
Melbourne scored its 
winner a full seven minutes 


ROUND 15 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
SYDNEY UNITED 

By Greg Blake 
at Middle Park 


into second half injury time 
to the delight of- the 
rocking Middle Park 
faithful. 

Sydney United coach 
Manfred Schaefer could 
barely contain his 
frustration at the winner, 
scored by Angie 
Goutzioulis in a frenetic 
finish. 

“I train my players to 


Mendez ends goal drought 


AT MELITA STADIUM 
DEFERRED MATCH 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES 2 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 


BY STEPHEN COPPING 

Beleaguered Parramatta 
Eagles took the gloss off 
South Melbourne’s charge 
up the Coca Cola Soccer 
League with a hard-fought 
victory and in the process 
scored their first goal in 
552 minutes of action. 
Gabriel Mendez may have 
grabbed the headlines with 
two goals but it was 
stopper Nick Orlic who 
blotted out Socceroo 
Francis Awaitefe with a 
hot-tempered defensive 
display. 

“When we were winning 
2-1 Thad to scream and tell 
Orlic to stop going forward 
to look for the second 
goal,” admitted Eagles 
coach Rale Rasic. 

“He (Orlic) played like a 
champion.” 

Parramatta had nine 
chances to the Blues six in 
a game which saw Rasic’s 
players fight for every ball 
- if the Eagles had lost this 
game any chance of a play- 
off place would have been 
over. 

Mendez scored his first 


from a penalty and grabbed 
his second after he held the 
ball up superbly on the 
outside of the penalty box 
before picking up the 
return pass from Joe 
Spiteri. Awaritefe only had 
one chance and he scored, 
Eagles ‘keeper Peter 
Gunning spilled a shot from 
Mehmet Durakovic and 
Awaritefe jumped at the 
chance to put his side level. 
Mendez’s winner came 
in the 78th minute. 
PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES: P.Gunning, 
Ciantar, Gwynne, Gomez, 
Koch, Orlic, Moffit, 
Mendez, Soper, Spiteri 
(Reneaud 86), G.Gunning 
(Naumovski 73). 
SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Anatatsiadis, Muscat, 
Valkanis, Durakovic, 
Polak, Wade, Tsolakis 
(Hasler 45), Tasios, 
Goutzioulis, Boutsianis, 
AWaitefe. 
SCORERS: Mendez 
(peni2, 78), Awaritefe 
(53m). 
YELLOW CARDS: Koch 
(22nd), Boutsianis (52nd), 
Awaritefe (53rd), Gomez 
(72nd), Orlic (76th). 
REFEREE: Gary 
Brownlie 
CROWD: 2524 
POY POINTS: 3- Orlic, 2- 
Ciantar, 1 - Wade 


MAKEDONIKOS 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT 
SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


Requires players for Juniors 
& Seniors and also requires 
coaches for Juniors 


TRIALS START 


Tuesday 18th January 1994 at 6:00pm 
Friday 21st January 1994 at 6:00pm 


And every Tuesday and Friday thereafter 


Coaches for Seniors - John Karaparashos 
Training will be held at Steel Park No. 3 field) 


For further information please ring: 
BillAnton 7 550-5974 
Jim Papadopoulos @ 509-959 


play 45 or 47 minute 
halves,” a perplexed 
Schaefer said after the the 
grandstand finish of the 
season to date. 

“How do you justify the 
extra time?” 

No-one at South 
Melbourne was disputing 
the toss, with three Sydney 
United injuries in the 
second half making referee 
Peter Spiers’ decision a 
line ball call. 

Ante Moric, Velimir 
Kupresak and Ivan 
Petkovic were all on the 
deck with injuries for short 
periods of time during one 
of the most fiercely fought 
battles of the campaign. 

In the end the injuries 
took a far greater toll than 
the Sydney United players 
could ever have imagined. 


NEWCASTLE: Gosling, 
Maier, Roberts, Jones, 
Jennings, Naumov 
(Halpin 71), McQuarrie, 
Brown, Spink, Lowe, 
Meredith. 
WOLLONGONG: Hugh- 
es, McClarren, O’ Shea, 
Yankos, McFadden, 
Ricoy (Horsley HT), Zizic 
(Dimoski 63), White, 
Lloyd, Ollerenshaw, 
Coveny. 

SCORERS: Spink 34, 
Brown 39, Horsley 71, 
Ollerenshaw 78. 

CARDS: Ollerenshaw 25. 
CROWD: 2,133. 
REFEREE: J. Markovski. 
POY POINTS: 3 — 
Meredith, 2 — Naumov, 1 
— Coveny. 


MORWELL: Mautone, 
Canosa, Parton, Sevin, 
Bothwell (Douglas HT), 
Markovski (Ammstrong 
74), Trpcevski, Ster- 
giopoulos, Djordjevic, 
Kruys, Hannah. 

OLY MPIC: Gibson, Bar- 
rett, Augerinos, Spyri- 
dakos, Sorras, Ironside, 
Maloney, Milosevic, 
Kelic, Trajanovski, Saad 
(Lee 81). 

GOALS: Markovski 12m 
for Morwell; Saad 56m 
for Olympic. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Markoyski 64m for Mor- 
well. 

RED CARDS: Nil. 
REFEREE: R. Lorenc. 
CROWD: 3,000. 

POY POINTS: 3 — Bar- 
rett (SO), 2 — Milosevic 
(SO), 1 — Sevin (MF). 


MARCONI: Schwarzer, 
Jolevski, De Marigny, 
Bingley, Van Egmond, 
Kuleski, Johnson (occa 
83), Corica, Harper (Tali- 
adoros 45), Talay, McCul- 
loch. 


Despite a swashbuckling 
end-to-end first half duel - 
in which the Sydney team 
held the edge in exuberance 
and enthusiasm - the 
opening period ended 
scoreless, 

United ran in 
numbers off the ball 
and created the 
options one would 
normally expect of 
South Melbourne on 
its home turf. 

The scoreless tie 
remained until the 
final 20 minutes of 
action when South 
Melbourne drew on 
substitute Gary 


Hasler, rearranged the 
chess pieces, and 
powered to a 70th 
minute lead. 

Hasler swung the 
ball up the left as 


HEIDELBERG: Chatz- 
itrifonos, Brattan (Wat- 
son 45), Scott, Hodgson, 
Selemidis, lossifidis (Vla- 
hos 79), MacNicol, Geor- 
giadis, Tiktikakis, Micha- 
lakopoulos, Gnijidic. 
YELLOW CARDS: Cori- 
ca (38), Taliadoros (53) 
for Marconi. Brattan (25), 
Selemidis (85) for Heidel- 
berg. 

SCORERS: Johnson (9), 
Bingley (67), De Marigny 
(85), Scott 0.g.(89) for 
Marconi. Michalakopou- 
los (12) for Heidelberg. 
REFEREE: John Papani- 
colas. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Jolevski, 2 — Corica, 1 — 
MacNicol. 


BRUNSWICK PUMAS: 
Kourtis, Kuzmanovic, 
Ferla, Della Rocca, Cahut, 
McGeachy, Becvinovski 
(Tricarico 77), Aloisi, 
Zinni, Karkaletsis, Pille- 
mer (Tombolato 75). 
WEST ADELAIDE: 
Blazincic, Vatsilas, Mills, 
Kokkinoplitis, Hooker, 
Slifkas, Brown, Alagich 
(Blair 60), Cardozo, 
Cerro (Brazzale 80), 
Lazaridis. 

YELLOW CARDS: Ferla 
38m for Brunswick. Mills 
26m, Kokkinoplitis 55m, 
Brown 63m for West 
Adelaide. 

RED CARD: Aloisi 68m 
for Brunswick. 
REFEREE: C Diomis. 
CROWD: 900. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Slifkas, 2 — Kourtis, 1 — 
Cardozo. 

ADELAIDE CITY; Zabi- 
ca, Shillabeer, Vidmar, 
Ivanovic, Tobin, Mori, 
Veart, Lozanovski, Melta, 
Mullen (Maxwell 78), 
Hassell. 
MELBOURNE 
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Goutzioulis capped a 
stirring run with a square 
ball rebounding off Sydney 
hero Tony Popoyic and 
leaving Paul Trimboli far 
side to drive the ball home 
in spectacular style from 
the edge of the box. 

The frenzied finish by 
Sydney was capped 82 
minutes in as Kupresak laid 
prone on the ground and 
ten-man United caught 
Socceroo skipper Paul 
Wade out for a gift 
equaliser. 


Revenge: Paul Wade got his own back. 


KNIGHTS: Miller, De 
Amicis, D Cervinski, 
Vanis, Marth, Trajcevski 
(Alagich 92), Viduka, 
Pondeljak (A Cervinski 
45), Horvat, Markovski, 
Biskic. 

SCORERS: A Cervinski 
61m for Melbourne. 
Mullen 25m for Adelaide. 
YELLOW CARDS: 
Markovski 69m, De Ami- 
cis 89m, Trajcevski 91m 
for Melbourne. Shillabeer 
31m for Adelaide. 
REFEREE: B Davies. 
CROWD: 5,200. 

POY POINTS: 3 — Moni, 
2 — Biskic, 1— 
Lozanovski. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Anastasiadis, Muscat, 
Durakovic, Polak, Wade, 
Trimboli, Boutsianis (Tso- 
lakis 87), Awaritefe, 
Valkanis, Stubbins (Hasler 
64), Goutzioulis. 
SYDNEY UNITED: 
Kalac, Stanton, Kupresak, 
Popovic, Petkovic, 
Krslovic, Hrstodoulou, 
Zdrilic, Moric Jermen 
67), Okon, Milicic. 
SCORERS: Trimboli 70m, 
Goutzioulis 97m for South 
Melbourne. Jermen 82m 
for Sydney. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Kupresak 91m for Syd- 
ney. 

REFEREE: P Spiers. 
CROWD: 5,000. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Popovic, 2 — Polak, 1 — 
Goutzioulis. 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES: P Gunning, 
Ciantar, Gwynne, Renaud, 
Koch, Naumovski (Sprod 
73), Moffitt, Mendez, 
Soper, Spiteri, G Gunning. 
BRISBANE STRIKERS: 
Bolton, Pimblett (Hillier 
84), Hunter, Jackson, 


Caught trying to control 
the football on the edge of 
his own penalty area, 
Wade, without a call from a 
teammate, was caught in 
possession and United 
substitute Mario Jermen 
stole the football and 
whipped his shot home 
wide of Dean Anastasiadis 
and inside the far post. 

As the clock ticked 
ominiously past the 90 
minute mark grasping 
South Melbourne made its 
most concerted drive on 
the Sydney goal with 
Francis Awaritefe 
having one awkward 
strike disallowed 
before the Blues 
struggled their 
dramatic late winner. 

Significantly Wade 
got his own back after 
giving away the 
equaliser as he was 
§ involved in the winner 
that the home side 
hardly deserved on the 
run of play. 

Full seven minutes 
into injury time a Peter 
Tsolakis corner found 
Hasler on the far side 
laying the ball off for 
Wade, and Wade's 


cross was scrambled home 
by Goutzioulis through a 
ruck of grasping and diving 
red and blue jerseys. 

On a day when South 
Melbourne unveiled its 
social club project launch it 
was fitting if unfair to 
Sydney United for the 
Blues to pull out an 
extraordinary win in truly 
extraordinary 
circumstances. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Anastasiadis, Muscat, 
Durakovic, Polak, Wade, 
Trimboli, Boutsianis 
(Tsolakis 87), Awaritefe, 
Vaikanis, Stubbins (Hasler 
64), Goutzioulis. 
SYDNEY UNITED: 
Kalac, Stanton, Kupresak, 
Popovic, Petkovic, 
Krslovic, Hrstodoulou, 
Zarilic, Moric (Jermen 67), 
Okon, Milicic. 
SCORERS: Trimboli 70m, 
Goutzioulis 97m for South 
Melbourne. Jermen 82m 
for Sydney. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Kupresak 91m for Sydney. 
REFEREE: P Spiers. 
CROWD: 5,000. 

POY: Popovic 3, Polak 2, 
Goutzioulis 1. 


P WODUL FE A Pts 

Melb Knights 15 10 2 3 33 12 32 
South Melb 15 8 4 3 26 10 28 
Marconi 15 8 4 3 26 15 28 
Sydney Utd 15 8 3 4 18 16 27 
Adelaide City 14 5 5 4 24 14 20 
Brisbane 15 5 5 5 19 14 20 
Syd Olympic 14 5 5 4 23 20 20 
Parra Eagles 15 5 5 5 13 13 20 
West Adelaide 15 5 3 7 17 18 18 
Morwell 15 4 6 5 13 16 18 
Newcastle BHP 14 4 4 6 21 26 16 
Melb BUSC 15 3 3 9 12 37 12 
Wollongong 14 2 5 7 14 23 11 
Heidelberg 15 2 4 9 12 37 10 

LEADING GOALSCORERS 

Warren Spin ... (Newcastle BHP) 
Mark Viduka Melbourne Knights) 
Rodney Brow! (Newcastle BHP) 
Con Boutsianis. ‘South Melbourne) 
Francis Awaritefe ‘South Melbourne) 


Oliver Pondeljak 


Marshall Soper............(Parramatta Eagles) 


Steve Tasios 

Raymond Blai 
Greg Brown... 
Andrew Harpe! 
Andrew Marth 
Branko Milosevi 
Kris Trajanovski 
Carl Veart........ 
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Phillips, Stowell, Wright, 
T Cranney, Slater, § Cran- 
ney, Williams. 

SCORERS: Soper 25m for 
Parramatta. Slater 59m 
for Brisbane. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Mendez 73m for Parra- 


(Adelaide City) 
Sydney United) 
Morwell Falcons) 
Brisbane Strikers) 
eat (Adelaide City) 
(Heidelberg United) 
Melbourne Knights) 


South Melbourne) 
(West Adelaide) 
West Adelaide) 
Marconi Fairfield) 
Melbourne Knights) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
Adelaide City) 


matta. Pimblett 37m, 
Hunter 38m for Brisbane. 
REFEREE: J Fraser. 
CROWD: 2,976. 

POY POINTS: 3 — Spi- 
teri, 2 — Koch, | — 
Phillips. 


Referee Richard 
Lorenc’s 300th CCSL 
game last Saturday night 
will be recalled for days to 
come in the Latrobe valley 
— for all the wrong 
Teasons. 

Tt won't be remembered 
for Abbas  Saad"s 
spectacular scissor-kick 
equaliser, nor for 
Olympic’s gallant second 
half comeback, not for 
John Markovski’s 200th 
game, and certainly not for 
Teasons flattering to 
Lorenc himself. 

The league’s most 
experienced ref blew his 
own milestone match big 
time by waving away two 
second half penalty claims 
by Morwell, the decisions 
costing the Falcons dearly 
in a 1-1 stalemate. 

The first, with 18 
minutes left to play, was 
awful, Lorenc giving 
Sonny Sevin a dubious 


ROUND 15 
MORWELL FALCONS 1 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 

By Greg Blake 
at Morwell Falcons Park 


‘advantage’ call after the 
Morwell speedster had 
been clearly dragged off 
the ball by the arm as he 
ran into the sea. 

Lorene’s second blunder 
with seven minutes left on 
the clock was a stinker by 
any standard, Morweil sub 
Lachlan Armstrong being 
simultaneously shoved 
from behind by Elias 
Augerinos and shirt- 
fronted by Mike Gibson as 
he powered into Olympic’s 
penalty area, 

Tf you don’t believe me, 
hold your nose and watch 
the replays. 

“T feel sorry for Gary 
Power because of the 
refereeing standard,” said 
simmering Morwell boss 
Bobby McLachlan. 

“Tf you haven’t given 
Sevin’s penalty then surely 
to God you must give 
Lachlan’s. 

“They were so blatant, 


but I guess you've just got 
to accept it.” 

Tt wasn’t Bobby’s night, 
his side having again 
thrown in a lead before 
getting overrun and losing 
another two players with 
injury, this time Brian 
Bothwell and Markovski. 

Markovski had given the 
Falcons an early go-ahead 
goal, a 12th minute penalty 
call by Lorenc on 
Olympic’s David Barrett 
for his push on Vasco 
Trpcevski giving ‘Jonesy’ 
the chance from the spot. 

Lorenc’s decision itself 
only served to further 
enhance Morwell’s 
position, the early penalty 
markedly ‘softer’ than the 
home side’s_—dater 
unsuccessful claims. 

Of course, all of the 
above hardly does justice 
to hard-working Olympic, 
Mariani’s side holding 
ground until Saad’s 


sensational 56th minute 
match leveller turned the 
tide, the guest player 
bicycle-kicking home the 
equaliser following great 
lead-up work from Kris 
Trajanovski. 

With wide men Barrett 
and Augerinos stretching 
Morwell on both flanks 
and Branko Milosevic and 
Saad gaining in confidence 
in the middle, Olympic 
improved markedly after 
half-time and produced a 
clearly better brand of 
football to the labouring 
Falcons. 


MORWELL: Mautone, 
Canosa, Parton, Sevin, 
Bothwell (Douglas HT), 
Markovski (Armstrong 


74), Trpcevski, 
Stergiopoulos, Djordjevic, 
Kruys, Hannah. 

OLYMPIC: Gibson, 
Barrett, Augerinos, 
Spyridakos, Sorras, 


Welcome guest: Abbas Saad, seen here in action for his Singapore club. 


Ironside, Maloney, Olympic. 
Milosevic, Kelic, YELLOW CARDS: 
Trajanovski, Saad (Lee 81). Markovski 64m for 
Scorers: Markovski 12m Morwell. 


for Morwell; Saad 56m for 


REFEREE: R. Lorenc. 


CROWD: 3,000. 


POY POINTS: 3 — 


Barrett (SO), 2 


Milosevic (SO), 1 — Sevin 


(MF). 


ollongong fights back 


Nothing could describe 
the Newcastle Breakers’ 
draw with Wollongong 
City better than that tired 
old cliche about a game of 
two halves. 

The Breakers, desperate 
for a win at home to 
avenge a 3-1 season- 
opening defeat by 
Wollongong, led 2-0 at 
half-time despite 
Wollongong’s abundance 
of chances in the first half. 

Then in the second 45 
minutes’ the Breakers 
made most of the running 
but came out ail but 
empty-handed against their 
gritty Steel City cousins. 

Wollongong’s frontmen, 
Vaughan Coveny and Dale 
White, created plenty of 
havoc in front of the 
Breakers’ goal in the first 
30 minutes but failed to 
put away their chances or 
were denied by ‘keeper 
Clint Gosling. 

It took a piece of 
inspired brilliance by 
Breakers striker Warren 
Spink to break the 
deadlock in the 34th 
minute when he latched 
onto a ball from Nick 
Meredith, held up a pack 
of four Woives defenders 
then made them look 
foolish by turning to curl a 
left-footer past Brett 
Hughes for his ninth goal 
of the season. 

Spink’s partner Rod 
Brown chimed in with 


what was seemingly a 
winner only five minutes 
later when he slid a pass 
from John McQuarrie 
under Hughes. 

But Newcastle faltered 
in the second half under 
the pressure of the 


ROUND 15 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 2 


WOLLONGONG CITY 


By Richard French 
at Mitre 10 Stadium 


dangerous two-goal half- 
time lead syndrome, 
conceding two soft goals 
by leaving too much room 
at the back as it pressed 
forward in search of the 
killer strike. 

Wollongong substitute 
Matt Horsley hammered a 


rebounding free kick low 
past Gosling’s right in the 
71st minute, then Scott 
Ollerenshaw headed a 
cross by White past 
Gosling six minutes later. 
The story could have 
been so different less than 
a minute before when 


Equaliser: Scott Ollerenshaw's header snared a draw for the Wolves. 


PASCOE VALE 4 & 


SPORTSCENE.*. 


WOLLONGONG. 


Spink. charged at the 
Wollongong defence and 
cracked a chip over an 
advancing Hughes only to 
see it rebound off the bar. 

While Wollongong 
coach David Ratcliffe 
bemoaned his side’s lack 
of finishing in the first 
half, he was pleased with 
their fightback. 

“I'd give anything fora 
finisher like Spink, he’s 
the best in the country,” 
Ratcliffe said. 

“We had five good 
chances before Newcastle 
scored, then our heads 
dropped a bit. 

“But we battled back 
well to get a result and 
that’s something which 
has been lacking this 
season.” 

Breakers coach Jim 
Foley, facing a deferred 
game against Sydney 
Olympic tonight, 
described the draw as 
being as good as a loss. 

“We scored two goals 
from a couple of pieces 
of inspiration and kept a 
clean sheet when 
Wollongong had some 


THE GENERAL SPORTS STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
413-415 BELL ST. PASCOE VALE STH. Ph: 354-2791 
‘CLUB DISCOUNTS on * Gear * Trophies * General Engraving & Printing 


good chances,” Foley 
said. 

“Wollongong didn’t do 
better in the second half 
but we gave away two 
goals and that meant we 
didn’t gain a point but 
Jost two.” 


NEWCASTLE: Gosling, 
Maier, Roberts, Jones, 
Jennings, Naumov (Halpin 
71), McQuarrie, Brown, 
Spink, Lowe, Meredith. 

WOLLONGONG: 


Hughes, McClarren, 
O'Shea, Yankos, 
McFadden, Ricoy (Horsley 
HT), Zizic (Dimoski 63), 
White, Lioyd, 
Ollerenshaw, Coveny. 
SCORERS: Spink 34, 
Brown 39, Horsley 71, 
Ollerenshaw 78. 

CARDS: Ollerenshaw 25. 
CROWD: 2,133. 
REFEREE: J. Markovski. 
POY POINTS: 

3 — Meredith, 2 — 
Naumov, 1 — Coveny. 


LOWS CCSL 
BRO@DCASTS 
EVERY 
WEEKEND ON 
1503 34K’S 
SGPER SOCCER 
SUNDAY 


* Plus all the Saturday 
night action of all Morwell 
home games. 


* Review show 10pm 
Sunday nights. 


Sponsor of ABSW 


<a Player of the Year 
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Rough justice for Heidelberg 


Drago Sekularac, in need 
of some sympathy after 
watching his side capitulate 
to Marconi, fixed Frank 
Arok with an anguished 
stare and spilled out his 
troubles long into the night. 

The gist of Sekularac’s 
words was something like 
this: what a cruel game 
football can be, when a 
team of alleged no-hopers 
can battle its guts out 
against the national 
champions for 75 minutes, 
only to end up with a 
scoreline which looks like 
just another embarrasing 
defeat. 

Certainly no-one could 
deny that until the last 15 
minutes of this game 
Heidelberg played with 
Tesilience. 

Such resilience, in fact, 
that a chorus of boos 
greeted the Marconi players 
as they left the field at half- 
time. 

An inspired and totally 
unexpected Michael 
Michalakopoulos strike had 
equalised Glenn Johnson's 
early tap-in, and launched 
the Bergers into the game 
after 12 minutes. 

What followed was 
frustration for the Marconi 
fans as their team stuttered 


ROUND 15 
MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 4 
HEIDELBERG UNITED1 

By Alfred Hiatt 
at Marconi Stadium 


and stumbled to convert a 
glut of possession into 
goals. 

It was a_ strange, 
unsettled, performance 
from the champions, but the 
good news is that Steve 
Corica looked sharp enough 
to suggest that his best form 
isn’t far away. 

And Heidelberg’s 
clueless attack could only 
envy his skills. 

Veteran Theo Selemidis, 
who has seen bright 
prospects come and go, 
enthused: “Corica looked 
extra sharp out there. 

“When I first played 
against him I thought he 
was no different to all the 
other up and coming young 
players. But he really 
improved last year, and 
now he’s up there with the 
best players who have gone 
overseas. 

“He’s got great 
acceleration, and an ability 
to turn, and control the ball 
when he tums, which makes 
him very dangerous.” 

Aside from Corica, Ufuk 
Talay and the industrious 
George Jolevski impressed, 
but [an Gray was clearly 
needed to provide some 
direction in midfield. 

Chicken pox, of all 


bizarre things, caused the 
absence of Andrea Icardi, 
although his contribution to 
Marconi's progress has 
been so non-existant that it 
was hard to notice much 
difference. 

Arok finally lost patience 
with Kimon Taliadoros, 
dropping him for the first 
time this season, but the 
goal-starved striker 
tesponded with a dynamic 
second half performance. 

Arok said: “We agreed 
before training that Kimon 
would be on the bench, and 
after that he was so 
relieved, he has been a 
different player.” 

But, as the coach 
reflected, balance is still a 
problem: “The kid [Talay] is 
complementing Corica so 
well that I can’t drop him. 
But what we really need 
now is the old Tom 
McCulloch.” 

It was the new, less 
mobile, McCulloch who 
supplied the cross for Matt 
Bingley to head Marconi to 
a 2-1 lead on 67 minutes. 

The Bergers were still in 
the game until the last five 
Minutes, when Jean Paul De 
Marigny curled a neat free 
kick into the net and then 
created the Fairfielders’ 


fourth when he crossed for 
hapless Heidelberg defender 
Alan Scott to tum the ball 
into his own net. 

All of which left 
Heidelberg utterly dejected, 
Marconi relieved, and 
Sekularac deperately in 
need of someone to talk to. 


MARCONI: Schwarzer, 
Jolevski, De Marigny, 
Bingley, Van Egmond, 
Kuleski, Johnson (Iocca 
83), Corica, Harper 
(Taliadoros 45), Talay, 
McCulloch, 
HEIDELBERG; 
Chatzitrifonos, Brattan 
(Watson 45), Scott, 
Hodgson, Selemidis, 
lossifidis (Vlahos 79), 
MacNicol, Georgiadis, 
Tiktikakis, Michala- 
kopoulos, Gnjidic, 
YELLOW CARDS: Corica 
(38), Taliadoros (53) for 


Marconi. Brattan (25), 
Selemidis (85) for 
Heidelberg. 


SCORERS: Johnson (9), 
Bingley (67), De Marigny 
(85), Scott 0.g.(89) for 
Marconi, Michalakopoulos 
(12) for Heidelberg. 
REFEREE: 
Papanicolas. 

POY: Jolevski-3, Corica-2, 
MacNicol-1, 


John 


Relief: Kimon Talladoros was benched but turned in a strong second half effort. 


Knights pass Adelaide test 


League leaders 
Melbourne Knights 
fought back to grab a 
second half equaliser to 
snatch a point against 
struggling Adelaide City. 

Generally dominating 
the often scrappy game, 
the Knights deserved 
their draw after 
evergreen City forward 
Joe Mullen put the home 


side in the lead in the 
25th minute. 


APPLICATIONS 
ARE INVITED 


FOR NORTH 
RYDE SOCCER 


SETH R 
| SOCCER CLUB | 
yt :\ 

iN \ 


CLUB N.S.W.S.F. 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


COACHES 


for under 13, 14, 15, & 16. 
Any interested persons should 
send their applications and 
resume to: the secretary North 
Ryde Soccer club P.O. Box 391 
North Ryde 2113 applications 
close 31st January 1994. 
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The Knights struck 
back in the 67th minute 
through half-time 
substitute Adrian 
Cervinski, who slotted 
the bali home after a 
clever flick-on by the 
League’s top-scorer 
Mark Viduka. 

The game ended in 
controversy after 
Adelaide City had a goal 
disallowed in the 86th 
minute. 

Referee Rob Davies 
tuled that City midfielder 
Damien Mori had 
unfairly challenged a 
Knights defender 
moments before Steve 
Maxwell headed home 
one of his all too rare 
goals. 

City started well and 
had the initiative in the 
first few minutes of the 
game with Tony Vidmar 
and Goran Lozanovski 
both going close with 
fine drives. 

The Knights gradually 
worked their way back 
into the game and it was 
against the run of play 
that Mullen scored after 
Vidmar did well to head 
a ball back into the path 
of defender Paul 
Shillabeer, 

Shillabeer’s shot from 
10 metres was already 
past Knights goalkeeper 


- ROUND 15 15 
ADELAIDE CITY 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS i 

at Hindmarsh Stadium 


David Miller when 
Mullen added his 
finishing touch. 

The Knights 
introduced Adrian 
Cervinski for 


disannointing Oliver 
Pondeljak ‘at’ alf-time 
and the mov seemed to 
revitalise the visitors as 
they streamed forward in 
waves. 

A free kick from 
defender Andrew Marth 
in the 58th minute went 
just over the bar. 

Three minutes later 
Cervinski showed great 
composure turning and 
shooting in one 
movement after 
Viduka’s header found 
him completely 
unmarked. 

Six minutes later, the 
Knights went within a 
few inches of grabbing 
the winner when Zoran 
Markovski blasted the 
ball across the face of the 


goal only to see it go just. 


Lozanovski, Melta, 
Mullen (Maxwell 78), 
Hassell. 
1 MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS; 
Miller, De Amicis, D 
Cervinski, Vanis, Marth, 
Trajcevski (Alagich 92), 
Viduka, Pondeljak (A 
Cervinski 45), Horvat, 
Markovski, Biskic. 
SCORERS: A Cervinski 


Amicis 89m, Trajcevski 


past the outstretched leg 91m for Melbourne. 


of Viduka. 61m for Melbourne. Shillabeer 31m for 
ADELAIDE CITY: Mullen 25m for Adelaide. 

Zabica, Shillabeer, Adelaide. REFEREE: B Davies. 
Vidmar, Ivanovic, Tobin, YELLOW CARDS: CROWD: 5,200.POY: 


Mori, Veart, 


ST GEORGE SOCCER CLUB 


First Division Trials 


Trials are being held for First Grade 
Under 21s and Under 18s 


on Wednesday 19th January 


Markovski 69m, De Mori 3, Biskic 2, 


at the St George Stadium 
Bestic St, Rockdale at 6pm 
For further details contact 


Mr P. Christofides on 599-4934 (H) 


or 587-9056 (B) 


Rasic slams careless Eagles 


A furious Parramatta 
Eagles coach Rale Rasic 
blasted his team for 
momentarily falling asleep 
and allowing Brisbane 
Strikers to equalise last 
Sunday night. 

Parramatta led 1-0 at 
half-time but a goal against 
the run of play in the 59th 
minute shattered hopes the 
Eagles had for maximum 
points. 

The Eagles’ captain 
Marshall Soper went down 
near the corner of 
Brisbane’s penalty box but 
referee John Fraser waved 
play on. 

Brisbane sweeper Steve 
Jackson booted the ball 
downfield to the speedy 
Chris Slater-who was 
unchallenged when he 
curled nis shot past the 
outstretched hands of 
goalkeeper Peter Gunning. 

Rasic said his defence 
had fallen asleep waiting 
for the referee to act on the 
Soper incident. 

“Tt was a dreadful goal to 
concede and we are to 
blame for it,’ Rasic said. 
“I'm. disappointed we 
didn’t play to the whistle. 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 1 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 


By Anthony Raineri 
at Melita Stadium 


Everyone stopped playing 
when Soper was fouled.” 

The loss of two points 
hurt Rasic even more when 
he learned after the match 
that his key midfielder 
Gabriel Mendez will be 
suspended for two matches 
because of another yellow 
card. 

The draw stretches 
Brisbane’s unbeaten run to 
eight matches, 

Coach Bruce Stowell 
said Parramatta were a 
physical side which forced 
his team to alter their 
game. 

“At times we had to be 
equally physical which is. 
not our game,” Stowell 
said. “We battled hard, 
worked hard, and got a 
deserved point.” 

Parramatta’s goal was 
scored in the 25th minute 
by Soper from a Brendan 
Renaud comer. 

As full-time approached 
Parramatta threatened to 
score the winner several 
times with Joe Spiteri 
hitting the post in the 69th 
minute. 

In the 84th and 91st 


Minutes Spiteri strikes 
whistled over the crossbar, 
PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES: 

P Gunning, Ciantar, 
Gwynne, Renaud, Koch, 
Naumovski (Sprod 73), 
Moffitt, Mendez, Soper, 
Spiteri, G Gunning. 
BRISBANE STRIKERS: 
Bolton, Pimblett (Hillier 
84), Hunter, Jackson, 
Phillips, Stowell, Wright, T 
Cranney, Slater, $ 
Cranney, Williams. 
SCORERS: Soper 25m for 
Parramatta. Slater 59m for 
Brisbane. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Mendez 73m for 
Parramatta. Pimblett 37m, 
Hunter 38m for-Brisbane, 
REFEREE: J Fraser, 
CROWD: 2,976. 

POY: Spiteri 3, Koch 2, 
Phillips 1. 


Boe 


Top defender: could suspended stopper Nick Orlic have prevented Brisbane's equaliser? 


Violent scenes spoil contest 


ROUND 15 
BRUNSWICK PUMAS 0 
WEST ADELAIDE 0 

By Con Stavros 
at Melbourne Croatian S.C. 


West ADELAID 


Soccer Club 


Despite having a player 
sent off, Brunswick Pumas 
maintained their unbeaten 
record under coach Ken 
Murphy with a draw 
against West Adelaide. 

The Pumas had 
midfielder Ross Aloisi 
dismissed midway through 


the second half after a 
series of behind the play 
incidents spread across the 
park. 

Brunswick's John 
Pillerner was the first to go 
down behind play and 
seconds later Aloisi, 
seeking retribution, crashed 
into West Adelaide's 
George Stifkas. 

A fracas involving all the 
players, except the 
goalkeepers, eventuated 
and referee Con Diomis 
had his hands full trying to 
restore order. 

After a protracted 


Seymour Shaw 
Park Miranda 


Friday 21st Jan ‘94 

6.30pm 
Friday 28th Jan "94 
6.30pm 

Contact: Debbie Fisher 


a (02) 43-7004 


Super League Ladies trials for 
1st Grade & Under 21 


Seymour Shaw Park 
Miranda 


Tuesday 18-20 Jan '94 6.30pm 
Contact: Peter Terry 


= (02) 520-5069 


discussion with his 
linesmen and being 
surrounded by a posse of 
furious Sharks, Diomis 
issued the red card to 
Aloisi, sparking vehement 
protests from the Pumas. 

Whilst the match picked 
up in adrenalin following 
these incidents, there was 
little action to add to a 
generally lacklustre match. 

The Sharks had the aid of 
the breeze in the first half 
and looked the better sidé 
as Slifkas linkéd well with 
Pablo Cardozo to control 
the midfield. _ 

Pumas’ goalkeeper Jim 
Kourtis made two excellent 
saves in the opening ten 
minutes of the match as the 
Sharks started strongly. 

Kourtis dived right to 
parry a shot from Cardozo 
in the fourth minute and 
then dived expertly to his 
left to deny a jong range 
effort from  Slifkas 
moments later, 

The Pumas’ best chance 
of the first half came from 
a long shot by George 
Karkaletsis in the 16th 
minute and was well saved 
by Peter Blazincic, 

Aside from the send off, 
there were even fewer 


highlights in the second half 
as the match degenerated 
into a midfield battle. 

The closest the game 


came to a winner was in 
the final seconds as Robbie 
Hooker set up Cardozo for 
a shot inside the box that 
flew just wide. 

Both sides utilised their 
substitutes in the second 
half to try to inject some 
life into proceedings, but 
despite the attempts of 
promising Puma youngster 
Joe Tricarico, the match 
always seemed destined to 
be remembered for its off- 


Ball skills: Stan Lazaridis couldn't break the deadlock. 


MELGOURNE 
BRUNSWICK 
UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


the-ball incidents, rather 
than any constructive play. 


BRUNSWICK PUMAS: 
Kourtis, Kuzmanovic, 
Ferla, Della Rocca, Cahut, 
McGeachy, Becvinovski 
(Tricarico 77), Aloisi, 
Zinni, Karkaletsis, 


Pillemer (Tombolato 75). 
WEST ADELAIDE: 
Blazincic, Vatsilas, Mills, 
Kokkinoplitis, Hooker, 
Slifkas, Brown, Aiagich 
(Blair 60), Cardozo, Cerro 
(Brazzale 80), Lazaridis. 
YELLOW CARDS: Ferla 
38m for Brunswick. Mills 
26m, Kokkinoplitis 55m, 
Brown.63m for West 
Adelaide. 

RED CARD: Aloisi 68m. 
for Brunswick. 
REFEREE: C Diomis. 
CROWD: 900. 

POY: Slifkas 3, Kourtis 2, 
Cardozo 1. 


NSW SOCCER 
FEDERATION FIRST 
DIVISION STATE LEAGUE 
TRIALS FOR THE 
1994 SEASON 
PLAYERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND TRIALS 
WITH OUR PROGRESSIVE STAE LEAGUE 


FIRST DIVISION CLUB FOR 1ST GRADE, 
UNDER 21'S & UNDER 18'S. 


VENUE: MEADOWBANK PARK NO.11 
(ADELAIDE STREET, MEADOWBANK) 
TIMES: 7.00 PM SHARPP, TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 
DATES: 18th 20th 25th 27th JANUARY 1994 


PHONE ENQUIRIES: 


Les Decelis: 
Jim McDonald: 


799 9133 (Business) 
887 1324 (Private) 
560 7566 (Business) 
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Ghisso to Bonnyrigg Bergers boost Blues 


— MARCONI-FAIRFIELD BY ANTHONY RAINER! — 


Bean Marconi-Fairfield 
youth team player Johnny 
Ghisso will play on loan for NSW 
Super League club Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles this winter. 

Marconi coach Frank Arok said 
the 19-year-old would need the 
match practice because the 
abundance of over-age players in 
the youth team prevented Ghisso 
from playing regularly. 

Youth teams are allowed to 
field only four players over the 
age of 18. 

“Johnny will come back to 
Marconi for the 1994/95 Coca- 
Cola Soccer League season,” Arok 
said last Thursday. “He will be 
very much part of my plans. 

“He is one of the midfielders of 
the future in Australia. He is 
similar to Parramatta’s “Chi Chi” 
Mendez but stronger and taller. 

“He also has a deft left foot.” 

Arok said he first spotted 
Ghisso at the Australian 
Schoolboys Soccer Championships 
in Darwin last year. 

“T thought he was the best 
player there,” Arok said. “In fact, 
he won the best player of the 
tournament award.” 

Talented midfielder Mike Smith 
is losing his battle to play an 
instrumental role in Marconi- 
Fairfield’s defence of their CCSL 
title. 

Smith, who is still sidelined by 
an injury to his abdomen muscles, 
will try yet another treatment to 
accelerate the convalescence. 

Arok said considering the 
season was well past the half-way 
mark, this would be virtually 


Smith’s last chance to win back his 
first grade spot in time. 

“Mike needs to start training 
within a couple of weeks 
otherwise his season is all but 
over,” Arok said. “Soon we will 
be getting close to the play-offs 
and I will need to have settled 
on a team for the remainder of 
the season.” 

Arok said in light of Smith's 
early season form it was a big 
shame he was now struggling 
with injury. 

“Mike played in the first eight 
games,” Arok said. “He was 
instrumental in scoring three goals 
and setting up two,” Arok said. 
“He is very much a key member 
of the team in the way of creating 
goals and scoring. 

“It's a very unfortunate 
situation that he is not fit.” 

Meanwhile, big-name import 
Andrea Icardi has been struck 
down by chicken pox and will be 
out of action indefinitely. 

Arok said he did not expect 
the former Italian First Division 
player back at training for at 
least a couple of weeks. 

Icardi’s illness — diagnosed 


last Tuesday — is another 
chapter in the 30-year-old’s 
injury-plagued season. 

He has already missed several 
matches because of a pulled 
hamstring muscle. 

Arok said he wanted to see 
more of Icardi in action before 
he commented on his 
contribution to the team. 

“Tt is not easy for a player to 
change from Europe to 
Australia,” Arok said, “A period 
of adjustment is necessary for 


any player. 
“For example (former 
Marconi player) Zlatko 


Nastevski played one year in 
State League not successfully. 

“He then came to Marconi 
and was in and out of the team 
for the first year. 

“The second year he was the 
best player in the whole 
country,” 


Chicken pox: ras Icardi. 


Mariani: it's crunch time 


To have been fairly quiet at 
Olympic recently with the 
team’s scheduled match against 
Newcastle being postponed. 

Branko Milosevic found the 
north coast bushfires a blessing in 
disguise as it gave him an extra 
week to recover from a head 
knock which would certainly have 
seen him miss the initial Newcastle 
game. 

With the extra rest however 
Milosevic will be a good chance to 
play when Olympic meets 
Newcastle tonight. 

Coach Berti Mariani says the 
team is now gearing up for a 
hectic time in which they will play 
live matches in a fortnight. 

“The next two weeks is crunch 
time,” he said. “There are a lot of 
points to be obtained in a very 
short period of time.” 

However it is a period Mariani 
is hoping will see some of his 
‘injured players returning and 
available for selection. 

All things going well Joe Caleta 
should be back in training within a 
week, and with Brad Maloney 
back and Andrew Bernal also set 
to return, Olympic’s fortunes are 
looking up. 

Abbas Saad arrived in Australia 
on the 9th and made his first guest 
appearance for the side against 


— SYDNEY OLYMPIC BY SARAH CLARRY — 


Head knock: Branko Milosevic should be back for tonight's game. 


Morwell away last weekend. 
Another player Mariani is 
hoping to be able to call on in the 
next few weeks is Derek Poimer, 
Poimer missed much of last 
season and almost all this pre- 
season with a serious knee injury 
but he has worked his way back 
slowly with regular youth team 


appearances. 

In the last few weeks, he has 
come off the bench twice for the 
first team, and though Mariani has 
some concerns with his current 
match fitness, he is confident 
Poimer is capable of a regular 
first-team position. 
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— SOUTH MELBOURNE BY GREG BLAKE — 


fies surprise move of the 
summer is surely that of long- 
serving Heidelberg United 
midfielder Phil Stubbins to local 
tivals South Melbourne. 

Stubbins, who -walked out a 
month ago after eight years at the 
Olympic Village following a 
dispute with coach Drago 
Sekularac, was released on a free 
transfer by the ailing Bergers. 

The clincher in allowing the 
hard-running Stubbins to move to 
Middle Park on a free transfer was 
the lure of the corporate dollar, 
something Heidelberg can’t get 
enough of at the moment. 

According to Heidelberg 
president Peter Tsaklis, Stubbins 
was allowed to join the Blues as 
a “special favour” to Angelo 
Bouzis, who has agreed to 
become a corporate sponsor at 
Heidelberg in return. 

After just a single night of 
training with his new teammates 
at Middle Park, Stubbins 
managed a trip to Adelaide as a 
substitute for South Melbourne’s 
2-0 win over West Adelaide. 

Stubbins becomes the seventh 
player to boast the ‘Heidelberg 
connection’ at Middle Park 
these days. 

Current senior regulars Kevin 
Muscat, Angie Goutzioulis, 
Steve Tasios and Peter Tsolakis 
all spent some or all of their 
formative years in the seniors at 
Olympic Village. 

Yet to return former 
Socceroo Mike Petersen is also 
a former Berger, whilst 
goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis’ 


[sourmecoorre 


father Nick is a high-profile 
committeeman at the Olympic 
Village. 

Crash-diving Heidelberg could 
certainly use some of that long 
lost talent during the club’s 


current on-field struggles. 

Meanwhile, South 
Melbourne completed its 
arduous series of catch-up 
games with its clash at 
Parramatta last Wednesday. 

But, if you thought the Blue 
boys would be relieved at finally 
making up the lost weeks, don’t 
be so certain. 

According to Aussie skipper 
Paul Wade the hectic schedule 
posed few problems. 

“The players love to play 
matches,” he said. 

“T’'d rather play midweek any 
time rather than train.” 


Turning Blue: the corporate dollar led to Phil Stubbins' transfer. 


Red Diamonds coming 


delaide City are hoping to 
Ariovice a first for kids 
wanting specialised coaching with 
the production of a computer disk 
featuring soccer coaching skills. 

While the idea is still in the 
embryonic stages, the final 
product may include facilities for 
the user to measure their 
progress. 

Ad City Marketing’s David 
Jenkins is looking into the 
feasibility of the project including 
the costing, and should know 
whether it is set to go ahead over 
the next couple of weeks, 

In the meantime the Japanese 
"J" League team, Mitsubishi 
Urawa Red Diamonds are 
expected to announce around 
January 20 the squad that will tour 
Adelaide in February. 

The club is currently organising 
the coaching and playing staff for 
the coming season as well as for 
the tour, and have had a change of 
head coach. 

In correspondence to the 
Adelaide City club, Red Diamonds 
have indicated a desire to play 
training matches against the youth 
team on February 8 and 12. 

On the local scene, Australian 
international Carl Veart has been 
told to add some vitality to his 


— ADELAIDE CiTY BY SARAH CLARRY — 


Control: Damian Mori on the ball for Adelaide City. 


game by Adelaide City coach 
Zoran Matic, 

According to Matic, Veart has 
not always displayed his “killer 
instinct” this season, and put in a 
disappointing performance against 
Heidelberg. 

While Matic acknowledges his 
enormous talents, he says Veart 
needs to communicate more on 
the field and play with more 


passion, 

Adelaide City will hold its 
registration days for junior players 
on January 29 and 30, between 
9.30am and 1.30pm at Unley Road 
Training Ground, Park 19. 

The age groups range from 
Under 10 10 Under 17 for boys and 
14 years and over for girls and any 
queries should be made to Vince 
on (08) 352 8019. 


Le 


Ke Sydney United defender 
Mark Babic seems to have 
shaken off a persistent Jeg injury 
and will resume training tonight. 

Babic strained his calf muscle 
against Parramatta Eagles in 
Round 10 and missed the next 
match before returning to the 
team. 

He sustained a similar injury in 
his comeback match and has been 
missing from Sydney United’s 
team since. 

Coach Manfred Schaefer said 
20-year-old Babic was one of his 
best defenders and an important 
part of Sydney United’s quest for 
glory this season. 

Babic represented the Young 
Socceroos in the World Youth 
Championships in Portugal in 
1991, 

Sydney United admit they were 
concerned that up to 60 people 
were still queuing for tickets 20 
minutes after the start of their 
home match against arch-rivals 
and neighbours Marconi-Fairfield 
10 days ago. 

Club media spokesman Ivan 
Blazevic said the main reason for 
this was the unexpectedly large 
crowd of more than 7000. 

“At the start of the season we 


Soper: 


Play-off hopes: Schaefer will look to Babic to boost his defence. 


planned for average crowds of a 
couple of thousand,” Blazevic 
said. “But this year our average 
crewds are double.” 

Blazevic said another 
contributing factor to the queues 
was the large number of people 
tuming up at the ground at 6.15pm 
for a 6.30pm kick-off. 

“{ strongly advise fans to arrive 
at the ground by 5.30pm,” 
Blazevic said. “Not only will they 
be guaranteed of entering the 
ground on time, but they will see a 


Eagles 


still a chance 


— PARRAMATTA BY ALFRED HIATT — 


Ma Soper, who believes 
e is playing his best 
football of the season, issued a 
warning to those who think a 
CCSL championship is beyond 
Parramatta, 

Soper insisted: “If we make 
the Top Six we'll go very close 
to winning the whole thing. 

“We're a very good prospect, 
because we can play beyond what 
Our position on the table 
suggests, We’ve proven that we 
can rise to the challenge of 
playing the better teams. 

“Last year I would have said 
we had no chance of winning it, 
but this year we have a settled 
side with a very good back four.” 

Coach Rale Rasic emphasised: 
“Our place belongs in the top 
tank of teams, but clubs which 
don’t pick up the points they 
have to pick up aren’t 


Hitting form: Marshall Soper. 


Parramatta Eagles Soccer Club 


championship material. 

“We have to start winning 
week in, week out.” 

Soper paid tribute to defenders 
Adam Ciantar and Nick Orlic, 
whose unexpectedly good form 
has turned Parramatta’s defence 
into the third best in the league. 

Soper said: “It’s a shame 
Ciantar and Orlic are not getting 
the credit they deserve. 

“They have so much ability 
they could do anything in the 
game. 

“Ciantar has really knuckled 
down this season. He wasn’t sure 
about coming forward last 
season, but he is much more 
positive now, and together with 
Orlic he has really turned things 
around, 

“It’s not just me saying these 
things - the statistics speak for 
themselves.” 

Rasic agreed: “Nothing can 
stop Nick Orlic becoming one of 
the best stoppers in the country - 
except himself.” 

Soper will be hoping to add to 
his goal tally against old club 
Sydney Olympic on Sunday, in 
what is a vital game for both 
teams, 


magnificent youth team in action.” 

Sydney United’s youth team is 
leading the competition by eight 
points. 

Blazevic said the problem of 
queues should be all but rectified 
when a grandstand at the 
Croatian Sports Centre is 
finished by the start of season 
1994/95. 

The 2500 seat grandstand will 
feature extra turnstiles, two 
press areas and 11 corporate 
boxes. 


Wit litigation, especially 
violence-related, becoming 
such a large part of modern sport, 
West Adelaide’s Robbie Hooker is 
the latest soccer player to 
consider taking the legal path. 

Hooker was injured in a 
spiteful encounter with Kris 
Trajanovski in the Sharks’ home 
match against Sydney Olympic 
Two weeks ago. 

However, the referee booked 
Hooker for the incident, claiming 
he elbowed Trajanovski in the 
head. 

In response to what he 
considered was an unfair ruling, 
Hooker wrote to the Australian 
Soccer Federation to obtain some 
kind of redress. 

But the letter he received back 
from the Federation said that they 
were powerless to remove the six 
points he was given for the yellow 
card, as well as stating that these 
kind of refereeing decisions occur, 
on average, “ten to twenty times 
per game”. 

Hooker, West Adelaide coach 
Raul Blanco and others at the club 
were stunned and bemused by the 
letter, and questioned whether this 
was an admission of poor 
tefereeing standards by the 
Federation. 


Viduka proves 
Laurie's words 


— MELB. KNIGHTS BY GREG BLAKE — 


ong-time Melbourne soccer 

scribe Laurie Schwab copped 
heaps from his colleagues about 
twelve months ago when he went 
on the public record as saying that 
Mark Viduka would be “the 
greatest player ever produced in 
Australia.” 

At the time the then 17-year-old 
“V-Bomber’ was making the first 
tentative and fleeting appearances 
for the Melbourne Knights and 
Laurie was roundly ridiculed for his 
Tadio ravings. 

We should have known better, 

“Schwabby’ has been around for 
far too long and seen too much 
talent over the past quarter of a 
century to not recognise an 
extraordinary talent, 

And 12 months down the track, 
as Viduka is hitting the CCSL scene 
big time, Laurie is standing by his 
words. 

“T still reckon he'll be the best 
ever from this country,” says the 
oracle from Melbourne's ‘Age’ 
newspaper. 

“He’s strong, fast and skilful, 
and skilled in a way few big men 
are,” he says of Viduka. 

“He has deft ball control, but 
what makes him really great is the 
way he thinks and uses the ball, 

“Unlike many strikers who tend 
to be greedy when they’re young, 
he plays the percentages and 
always lays the ball off to a player 
in better position. 

“But when he does get the 
chance to go he can beat anyone 
easily.” 

Schwab is almost equally 
enthusiatic about new Knight 


©) 


KMIELBOURNE 


Damian Vojtek, the 18 year-old 
they’re dubbing “V2". 

“He’s really good at coming 
from behind and he has a real 
knack of losing defenders and 
timing his runs forward,” is 
Laurie’s word on Vojtek. 

“He’s thinking all the time and 
he has terrific skills too.” 

A year ago the suggestion was 
that ‘Schwabby’ has started to lose 
his marbles - after all, he was 
around to chronicle the career of 
Damian’s Socceroo father, Billy, in 
the 1960's and ‘70's. 

We take it all back, Laurie. 

Viduka has the mark of a 
genuine champion. 


= ie ry 
Rare skills: Mark Viduka. 


CCSL NEWS 


Legal action: Depending on an ASF ruling, Robbie Hooker may 
take Kris Trajanovski to court on an assault charge. 


The ASF did, however, offer to 
view a video replay of the 
incident. 

Hooker said that he’s watched 
it 20 or so times and that on tape 


the evidence 
damning. 

“T still feel sick when I watch 
it,” he said. 

He is still waiting on a verdict 
from the ASF, but says if nothing 


is extremely 


is done by them he fully intends to 
take the matter further. 

“If the Federation’s not 
prepared to do anything I’m going 
to charge him (Trajanovski) with 
assault,” Hooker said. 

Tt isn’t a option Hooker would 
like to pursue, but says he sees no 
alternative if the governing body 
won't act. He is expecting a reply 
from the ASF this week. 


Meredith to 
quit Breakers 


— NEWCASTLE BY RICHARD FRENCH — 


now appears that Newcastle 
Breakers midfielder Nick 
Meredith will be bound for 
Brisbane United to play under 
former Newcastle coach Bruce 
Stowell before the season is out. 
Meredith, who appeared to 
have patched up a falling out with 
Breakers coach Jim Foley over 
being dropped, has now asked 
again to be placed on the transfer 
list. The rugged midfielder said 
after playing a fine hand against 
Wollongong last Friday night 
that there was more to the 


- situation than personalities. 


He said that he believed it was 
time for a change and with an 
offer on the table from Brisbane 
it was the right time for the 
former Brisbane Lions player to 
“eo home”. 

Foley said that he expected 
negotiations between Newcastle 
and Brisbane to be completed 
this week but until the deal was 
done he expected and believed 
Meredith woutd continue to do 
his best for the Breakers. 

Brisbane has offered 
Newcastle $6000 for Meredith 
but the Breakers hope to get 
closer to the $15,000 they had 
placed on his head. David Lowe 
marked another milestone in his 
illustrious National Soccer 
League career when he chalked 
up 300 National League games 
against Wollongong. Fittingly 
playing with the captain’s 
armband in front of his home 
crowd, Lowe was presented to a 
smal] but nonetheless loyal 
crowd before the match. 


The diminutive midfielder has 
racked up 52 games with 
Newcastle KB United, 219 and 
several titles at Marconi, 13 at 
Parramatta and now 16 at the 
Breakers in a career which has 
earned him nothing but respect 
from his fellow players and green 
and gold shirts at youth and 
senior levels, 

With Newcastle’s defence 
leaking like a sieve there is good 
and bad news for the Breakers as 
they prepare for today’s deferred 
match against Sydney Olympic. 
Defender Darren Stewart is 
unlikely to get back on the park 
after having an arthroscopy done 
on his troublesome knee. While 
the possibility of cartilage 
damage is not related to his 
season-ruining medial ligament 
problem, Stewart's latest setback 
has put paid to coach Jim Foley’s 
plan to put some steel into his 
backline. But the good news is 
that Howard Tredinnick and Neil 
Owens will be available again 
after serving one-match 
suspensions. 
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— MORWELL BY GREG BLAKE — 


As far as Morwell’s disaster 
road trip to Brisbane is concerned, 
the club is offering no excuses. 

“Beaten by a better team on the 
night,” is the club line. 

But the 4-0 thumping - 
Morwell’s equal record margin 
defeat at this level and Brisbane’s 
best ever win - cannot pass 
without recording Morwell’s pre- 
game tale of woe. 

Seven first teamers - all of them 
walk-up Starters - missed the 
game through injury or 
suspension, including the entire 
first choice back four which had, 
until that fateful Queensland trip, 
made up the number one ranked 
defence in the league this season. 

Shaun Parton (suspended, 
returned against Olympic), 
Claudio Canosa (likewise), George 
Hannah (who has returned from 
an early season injury), Steve 
Douglas (shoulder injury and still 
doubtful), Anthony Cassar (ankle 
injury and due to return), Joe 
Gagetti (thigh injury and still 
doubtful) and John Waddell (yet to 
Teappear after a Premier League 
finals injury) all missed the game. 

And on one of the most energy- 
sapping evenings Brisbane will 
throw up this summer the likes of 
Gary Upton and Paul Donnelly 
were only being run-in after injury 
and Jorge Nilo was thrown in for 
his first game as a starter at this 
level. 

As coach Bobby McLachlan 
declared in the lead-up to the 
Brisbane clash: “I’ve never 
witnessed anything like this in all 
my years of coaching.” 


The bare truth was that the 
undermanned Falcons were 
flogged for the first time since the 
club’s debut campaign last 
summer. 

The simple and productive 
football which gave the Falcons 
a real shot at South Melbourne 
in the mid-weeker prior to the 
Brisbane game was forgotten. 

Still, at least coach McLachlan 
got something from the trip. 

He and his wife stayed over 


CCSL NEWS 


for a long weekend and enjoyed 
the best of the Sunshine State 
weather. 


Lachlan Armstrong: unluckily denied a penalty against Olympic. 


Strikers make 
Wright move 


— BRISBANE BY ROGER SLEEMAN — 


At 15 years of age, Danny Wright 
was playing NSL football for 
Brisbane Lions and was considered to 
be one of the greatest talents ever 
seen in the country, 

During a stint at the AIS, he was 
spotted by some scouts on a tour of 
the UK with a team led by Jim 
Shoulder. He decided to accept an 
offer with Chelsea FC and played 
reserve team football with the 
Stamford Bridge outfit for six months 
before returning to Brisbane. 

“It’s not easy to make the top 
grade in England, particularly when 
you're past the apprenticeship stage,” 
says Wright. 

“If I'd stuck it out, eventually I 
may have played first team football, 
but the competition between players 
is so fierce that nobody does you any 
favours, and you really are a stranger 
from another country.” 

Les Scheinflug is adamant that the 
World Youth players are not being 
fairly treated by their CCSL coaches, 
but he perhaps should be reminded of 
the limited opportunities given to 
Danny Wright during the 1983 WYC 
in Mexico. 

Wright had been one of the leading 
scorers in the elimination rounds, but 
for some unaccountable reason he 
watched most of the action from the 
bench in the final tournament. 

“Tt’s all about getting breaks, and 
in professional! football you can 
criticise team selection until the cows 
come home but the final decision is 
always going to rest with the coach,” 
says Wright. Some people may 
believe that Danny Wright never 
fulfilled his true potential, but most 


poses 
PARI hata 


players would be happy with a 
playing record which includes over 
200 CCSL appearances and a champ- 
ionship medal at South Melbourne. 

“Tt wasn’t easy to stand out at 
South Melbourne, especially in the 
company of players like Trimboli, 
Wade, Blair, Petersen and Awaritefe 
but [ left the club on very good terms 
and have great memories of the 
seven years spent with the club,” says 
Wright, 

Danny Wright is no prodigal son 
but he was certainly welcomed back 
with open arms by the Brisbane 
Strikers. 

“As we start to climb the CCSL 
ladder it’s all starting to happen and 
we're all working for each other.” 

“The home wins are really giving 
the team a boost so don’t be 
surprised to see the Strikers in the 
Top Six at the end of the league 
programme.” 

Ironically, the man who was “Mr 
Utility” at South Melbourne, has 
tured back time and is now playing 
as a striker. The team can only hope 
that this former prolific goalscorer 
will start to put away some precious 
goals and rekindle the memories of 
his early career. 


Poor Bergers can't buy 


— HEIDELBERG BY GREG BLAKE — 


Heidelberg United president 
Peter Tsaklis is prepared to cop 
the pressure from angry fans as 
he continues the push to drag the 
club out of the financial 
quagmire. 

Tsaklis has conceded that 
Heidelberg’s current priority is to 
clean up its long-time finance 
problems before all else. 

Even if it means a losing team 
and the problems associated with 
dealing with disgruntled 
supporters. 

“There's no pressure (on me) as 
far as I can see,” said tough- 
talking Tsaklis, 

“There is pressure to get results, 
but we have to put our priorities 
first. 

“And the priority is to stabilise 
the club financially and clean up 
all the old mess.” 

Tsaklis has had more than one 
verbal stoush with angry fans in 
recent weeks as the side has 
plummeted to the foot of the 
ladder. 

Supporters are disappointed at 
the loss of Phil Stubbins to South 
Melbourne, the eighth player to 
depart Olympic Village from the 
League Cup winning squad of last 
season. 

“Why have quality players if 
you cannot afford them ?” Tsaklis 
said, 

Heidelberg will be guesting two 
overseas players in the weeks to 
come, both recommended by 
coach Drago Sekularac, 

Dejan Antonic, a midfielder 
from Sweden, and Sasha 
Nedjelkovic, a midfielder or 


sweeper from Red Star, will join 
Heidelberg for six week guest 
stints with a view to a longer term 
arrangement. 

“We'll assess if they’re good 
enough and if they like it here we 
hope to come to an arrangement,” 
explained Tsaklis. 

The international paperwork 
for the two players was being sent 
early last week. 

As far as any speculation on the 
future of Sekularac is concerned, 
Tsaklis says forget it. 

“*Seki’ has one year to his 


Brian MacNicol: played solldly for Heidelberg against Marconi. 


contract after this and we'll take it 
from there, “ he said. 

“But, as far as I’m concerned, 
T'd love to have ‘Seki’ stay here 
for another two years or more.” 


Kiwi duo set Murphy wields 
axe on Pumas 


for Wolves 


— WOLLONGONG BY PHIL MURPHY — — MELBOURNE BUSC by Gre BLAKE — 


Struggling Wollongong City 
could have an all-Kiwi strikeforce 
on deck for Saturday night’s visit 
to Morwell, 

The Wolves signed New Zealand 
international Vaughan Coveny 
from Melbourne Knights less than 
24 hours before their recent game 
against Brunswick, He joined 
another Kiwi, Martin Ackers, who 
had been at Brandon Park just two 
weeks. Ackers had a disastrous 
debut, having injured a hamstring a 
minute into the second half of the 
game against West Adelaide, 

He has been having intensive 
treatment and has a 50-50 chance 
of being back in action in Morwell. 

Ackers added a touch of 
determination to the attack and 
should be able to team up well with 
Coveny. With half the season to 
go, Coveny said he just wanted to 
settle in with his new club and start 
getting among the goals. 

“I was becoming frustrated in 
Melbourne because I knew I have 
plenty to offer the National 
League,” Coveny said. 

“T had scored goals and created 
goals for other people last season 
and nothing had changed as far as I 
was concerned. 

“Wollongong has a good set-up 
and they have the players to be in a 
far better position on the table. 

“Hopefully, I can help them 
achieve that in the next few weeks.” 

Coveny and Ackers could easily 
have been Wollongong players last 
year. Both trained at Brandon 
Park and also with Parramatta in a 
bid to break into the CCSL. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 18, 1994 


Coveny was eventually given a 
better contract by the Knights and 
Ackers returned to New Zealand 
because he would have been a visa 
player in Australia. He has since 
become a New Zealand citizen and 
the visa problem no longer applies. 

Born in England, Ackers moved 
to New Zealand with his family 
when he was seven. Wollongong’s 
leading goalscorer, Scott 
Ollerenshaw, and Dale White have 
been the team’s strikeforce for 
most of the season but “Ollie” is 
equally effective in a wide role, 

Coach David Ratcliffe said his 
team had endured a disappointing 
first half of the season. 

He said the two new strikers 
would make a big difference. 

“Vaughan is stilt in the New 
Zealand squad and I was 
disappointed we didn’t pick him up 
last season,” Ratcliffe said. 

“T regard him as a good buy for 
the club as he is only 22 and has an 
ambition to play overseas in a 
couple of years. 

“Martin was very unlucky to 
pick up his injury after just 47 
minutes with a new club but he is 
working very hard to get back on 
the field.” 


Record signing Ransford Banini 
has had an arthroscope on his 
troublesome knee injury and will 
be sidelined for at least a month at 
best, 

But, according to new coach 
Kenny Murphy, there is the chance 
that the $50,000 Ghanian Youth 
international mightn’t play again 
this season. 

Whilst that might have been a 
fatal blow to the Pumas a couple of 
weeks back, Murphy and his troops 
are taking it in stride. 

Despite the loss of the club 
skipper Murphy has breathed new 
life into the former league easy- 
beats. 

“Just put it down to my 
(coaching) genius,” Murphy joked 
after his 100 percent start. 

But there was no joking when 
the former Knights grand final 
coach joined the club. 

“The first thing was to jump up 
and down and do a bit of shouting,” 
he said of his early meetings with 
the much-maligned squad. 

“They needed a change of 


Banini: sidelined for a month. 
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commitment. 

“Tt’s the usual story really, with 
things not going well over a long 
period of time and the players in 
need of a dramatic change. 

“The longer things go on (badly) 
the harder it is for the guy in charge 
to make that change. 

“T’ve tried to change everything 
in a dramatic fashion and that is 
usually why a change in coach has 
that effect.” 

Murphy pushed his new players 
hard in his opening days at the 
helm, with the Pumas playing or 
training on eight of his opening 10 
days in charge. 

“The players want to win,” he 
explained. 

“T pointed out that there was no 
point in putting all that time and 
effort in for no result.” 

Murphy has commenced 
trimming the unusually large Puma 
squad from some 28 players down 
to what he believes will be a 
workable number of around 19. 

The players listed or likely to 
move include Robert Brian, Paul 
Donnelly, Jim Asimacopoulos, 
David lacovitti, Anthony Budini, 
Carlos Retre, Arthur Kirishian and 
Enzo Inglesi. 


CCSL MATCH PREVIEWS 


ALL PREVIEWS COMPILED BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


Vv 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
LEICHHARDT OVAL 
KICK-OFF 7:30PM 
YOUTH LEAGUE KIGK-OFF Se30pm 


4 


Berti Mariani Jim Foley 


Parramanie Ungies Soecer clus, 


1 PETER GUNNING POY 
Goalkeeper 0 


OLYMPIC’S 
BUSHFIRE 
RELIEF 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC’s deferred 
match from Round 14 against the 
Newcastle Breakers will be played 
tonight at Leichhardt Oval, and at 
the same time will help raise 
urgently needed funds for the Bush 
Fire Brigade which did such a 
marvellous job 
last week. 

Volunteers will 
be at Leichhardt 
Oval tonight to 
collect donations, 
small or large, for 
this worthy 
Appeal. 

Olympic’s 
President, Mr Harry Michaels told 
the media this week that this is one 
way Sydney’s sporting public can 
come out to watch the match and at 
the same time greatiy show their 
support for the fantastic job done 
last week and over the week-end by 
the courageous and now exhausted 
volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. 

Former Newcastle international 
midfielder, Brad Maloney, this 
season signed by Sydney Olympic, 
stated: "Newcastle has been through 
a lot over the last few years and the 


~ city has developed a tremendous 


spirit. 

“T really hope that the Sydney 
Sporting public turn out in force 
tonight and give generously to the 
valiant Bush Fire Appeal”. 


MICHAEL GIBSON POY 


Goalkeeper 3 
20 JASON HOLMES GARY MEIER 
Goalkeeper Goalkeeper 0 
2 ADAM CIANTAR ANDREW BERNAL 
Defender 4 Defender 0 
sore SHONNE 3 MENDEZ MOFFITT GOMEZ G GUNNING ee 0 
7 CRAIG MOFFITT DAVID BARRETT 
Defender 2 Defender 10 
17 TOM HAYTHORNWAITE JOSE MENDES 
Midfielder 3 SPITERI Defender 0 
18 TONY JOSEVSKI BRAD MALONEY 
Midfielder 0 Midfielder 0 
5 JOHN KOCH GEORGE SORRAS 
Midfielder 3 TRAJANOVSKI KELIC Defender 2 
8 GABRIEL MENDEZ TONY SPYRIDAKOS 
Midfielder 7 Defender 0 
Core: 7 | MILOSEVIC SAAD = MALONEY. ~— TOME tne ok eating 
15 ZOKi ADIOSKI ANGELO PETRATOS 
Striker 0 Midfielder 0 
16 ANDREW DOWLING BRANKO MILOSEVIC 
Midfielder 0 Midfielder 7 
14 JASON FALZON PETER TSEKENIS 
Midfielder 0 AUGERINGS SPYRIDAKOS IRONSIDE Midfielder 0 
4 GERRY GOMEZ JOE CALETA 
Midfielder 0 Striker 5 
11 GEOFF GUNNING KRIS TRAJANOVSKI 
Midfielder 0 Striker 8 
9 MARSHALL SOPER ABBAS SAAD 
Striker Midfielder 0 
10 JOSEPH SPITERI AYTEK GENC 
Striker 8 Midfielder 0 
12 GLENN SPROD ABSW PREDICTS IVAN KELIC 
Utility 0 Greg Blake: Olympic Anthony Raineri: Draw Striker 0 
a ae ARDONE 0 Alistair Russell: Draw Roger Sleeman: Draw imac s ~~ > eel LOM 4 
19 BRENDAN RENAUD 0 Con Stavros: Draw Steve Copping: Olympic | Nick Orlic will be back for Parramatta's clash with Olympic. 
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NEWCASTLE BREAKERS V WEST ADELAIDE 


AT MITRE 10 STADIUM 


LIKELY LINE-UPS — ROUND 16 


GOSLING 


TROY BELLAMY POY MAIER JONES TREDINNICK JENNINGS 1 PETER BLAZINCIC Poy 
Goalkeeper 0 Goalkeeper 0 
1 CLINT GOSLING 5 ROBERT HOOKER 
Goalkeeper 2 Defender 8 
6 GRAHAM JENNINGS 4 GREG MILLS 
pan A 2 Defender 0 
L IER 17 BRETT PULLEN 
Detanen 0 NAUMOV McQUARRIE MEREDITH LOWE Defender 0 
5 MARK JONES 14 FRANK TIBALDI 
Stopper 0 * Defender 0 
12 NEIL OWENS * 16 RICHIE ALAGICH 
Sweeper 2 Midfielder 1 
3 ANDREW ROBERTS 7 MARK BRAZZALE 
Defender 0 Midfielder 0 
DARREN STEWART * EDDIE BRISCOE 
Defender 3 CARDOZO BROWN Midfielder 0 
MARK WILSON 8 GUSTAVO CERRO 
Defender 0 Midfielder 10 
16 NICK MEREDITH 6 CON KOKKINOPOLITIS 
Midfielder 9 ALAGICH CERRO SLIFKAS KOKKINOPLITAS Midfielder 
7 BOB NAUMOV 3 STAN LAZARIDIS 
Midfielder 4 Midfielder 
DARREN NORTHAM 9 GEORGE SLIFKAS 
Midfielder 0 Midfielder 5 
SCOTT WELLS 10 RAYMOND BLAIR 
Midfielder 0 Striker § 
14 HOWARD TREDINNIICK 11 GREG BROWN 
Midfielder 0 Striker 2 
9 RODNEY BROWN 2 JIM KERAMIDAS 
Striker 2 Striker 1 
11 DAVID LOWE 12 JIMMY TSEKINIS 
Striker 2 Striker 0 
8 JOHN McQUARRIE ; 13 LEMMY VATSILAS 
Striker 5 | ABSW PREDICTS Striker 0 
15 TROY HALPIN A 15 GEORGE HANIOTIS 
Striker { | Greg Blake: Draw Anthony Raineri: Draw Defender 3 
ees McKINNA | Alistair Russell: Breakers Roger Sleeman: Draw PABLO CARDOZO 
10 WARREN SPINK Y | Con Stavros: Draw Steve Copping: Draw stale + 


AT MORWELL FALCONS PARK 
LIKELY LINE-UPS — ROUND 16 


20 JASON DASTEY POY HANNAH PARTON DOUGLAS CANOSA 1BRETTHUGHES POY 
Goalkeeper Goalkeeper 8 
1 STEVE MAUTONE SHAUN FREESTONE 2 
Goalkeeper 8 spel Aaa KRISHNA : 
larielder 
Sed se 7 rae eerie ' 
TRPCEVSKt KRUYS STERGIOPOULOS SEVIN lefender 
Hola te aca 2 Nerves FORSHAW Es 
letender 
Pets ech 1 ea MCFADDEN : 
idrieider 
Senet eee ee LL BOTHWELL 3 MICHAEL O'SHEA 
Defender 1 
Mintalber rs 4 Renee YANKOS : 
ASSAR lefender 
Midfielder 5 preg Ses Salah: 12 ANTHONY SURJAN 
t Midfield 5 
smaneteer aie eae Pres ti BOURKE ; 
PCEVSKI HORSLEY RICOY McFADDEN idfie 
Mister MAES 2 oe bi Ht Lad HORSLEY 7 
L idfiel 
pri 0 LIER ARD LLOYD 4 
iarie} 
Pe pa ARES TERN ‘ Hay RICOY ; 
ariel 
Sie ee es O'SHEA YANKOS = Met 13 DAVID THOMAS 
Midfield 0 
Ce be are, cae TROTH A 
ariel 
Le 4 pai deal 8 SASHO DIMOSKI 
Striker 0 
te ALER DAGHBSEVIG A 11 SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 
17 CARLO VILLANI ABSW/ PREDICTS — Striker 6 
Striker 0 is 9 DALE WHITE 
18 FREDDY KRUYS Greg Blake: Draw Anthony Raineri: Falcons Striker 0 
Midfielder 0 Alistair Russell: Falcons Roger Sleeman:Falcons evan COVENY 
19 GEORGE HANNAH Raia Striker 
Detender 3 Con Stavros: Falcons Steve Copping: Falcons ANTE Zizic 0 
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MELBOURNE PUMAS V SOUTH MELBOURNE 


BRUNSWICK 
UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


THRIS KEFALAS POY 
valkeeper 0 
ROBERT BRIAN 
valkeeper 0 
W KOURTIS 

valkeeper 4 
ROBERT TOMBOLATO 
fender 

2AUL DELLA ROCCA 
fender 

230BERT FERLA 
fender 

‘EPHEN MARLEY 
fender 

RINO MINICHIELLO 
dfielder 

SS ALOISI 

ARCHIE McGEACHY 
dfielder 

SEB EMMANUELLE 
dfielder 

JONATHAN PILLEMER 
dfielder 

jASHA BECVINOVSKI 
‘iker 

ANTHONY BUDINI 
‘iker 

tANSFORD BANINI 
dfielder 

\LEX KUZMANOVIC 
STEPHEN SMITH 
‘iker 

ANDREW ZINNI 

iker 1 
GEORGE KARKALETSIS 


on” 


“Oo Oo 


OND OW MH BH & 


o 


PAUL DONNELLY 
fender 
E TRICARIO 


oo 


tOBERT ZABICA POY 

alkeeper 

MILAN IVANOVIC 

fender 

JANIEL SABATINO 

fender 

JOEL MARINO 

tender 

PAUL SHILLABEER 

fender 1 

iLEXANDER TOBIN 

fender 

‘ONY VIDMAR 

fender 2 

‘AD HASSELL 

dfield 3 

GORAN LOZANOVSKI 

ifielder 10 

SERGIO MELTA 

ifielder 8 

‘ALLADIRA CARLO 

ifielder 0 

AICHAEL REDA 

ifielder 0 
0 


o °° 


SEPH BARBARO 
iker 


STEPHEN MAXWELL 
‘iker 0 


JAMIAN MORI 
iker 10 


JOSEPH MULLEN 
‘iker i) 


SARL VEART 
‘iker 3 


KUZMANOVIC FERLA DELLA ROCCA CAHUT 


BECVINOVSKI 


PILLEMER 


MCGEACHY — KARKALETSIS 


TRIMBOLI AWARITEFE 


BOUTSIANIS STUBBINS POLAK GOUTZIOULIS 


ABSW PREDICTS 
Greg Blake: Blues Anthony Raineri: Draw 
Alistair Russell: Blues Roger Sleeman: Blues 
Con Stavros: Blues Steve Copping: Draw 


AT HINDMARSH STADIUM 
LIKELY LINE-UPS — ROUND 16 


ZABICA 


VIDMAR IVANOVIC TOBIN 


SHILLABEER 


MORI HASSELL LOZANOVSKI 


MULLEN 


WILLIAMS SLATER 


TCRANNEY PHILLIPS S CRANNEY WRIGHT 


JACKSON sTq 


Greg Blake: Zebras 
Alistair Russell: Zebras 
Con Stavros: Zebras 


Anthony Raineri: Zebras 
Roger Sleeman: Draw 
Steve Copping: Zebras 


1 DEAN ANASTASIADIS POY 


Goalkeeper 
STEVE WARDLE 
Goalkeeper 


0 


0 
4 MEHMET DURAKOVIC 


Defender 

KEVIN MUSCAT 
Defender 

LEIGH TSOUMERKAS 
Defender 

IKE ALAGIOZIDIS 
Midfielder 


0 
14 ANGIE GOUTZIOULIS 


Midfielder 

3 GARY HASLER 
Midfielder 

12 MIKE VALKANIS 

13 STEVE PANOPOULOS 
Midfielder 

5 JASON POLAK 
Midfielder 

PHIL STUBBINS 
Midfielder 

8 STEVE TASIOS 
Midfielder 

6 PAUL WADE 

Midfielder 

11 FRANCIS AWARITEFE 
Striker 

10 CON BOUTSIANIS 
Striker 

7 PETER TSOLAKIS 
Striker 

9 PAUL TRIMBOLI 
Striker 

16 JOHN VERIKAKIS 
Striker 

15 ALEX KIRATZOGLOU 


So oO) 'n 


0 
0 


1 CLINT BOLTON 
Goalkeeper 

20 GRAHAM ROSS 
Goalkeeper 

3 ALUN EVANS 
Defender 

18 STEIN GRODUM 
Defender 

5 STEVEN JACKSON 
Sweeper 

4 ALAN HUNTER 
Defender 

8 ANDREW STOWELL 
Defender 

14 SEAN CRANNEY 


Midfield 


11 TROY CRANNEY 
Midfield 

17 BRADLEY DITTON 
Midfield 

16 KEVIN MEACOCK 
Midfielder 

7 GARY PHILLIPS 
Midfielder 

2 FRANK PIMBLETT 
Midfield 

15 CRAIG WILLIAMS 
Midfield 

10 DANIEL WRIGHT 
Midfielder 

6 DARREN HILLIER 
Striker 


| 9 ANDREW LEES 


Striker 


12 CHRIS SLATER 
Striker 
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POY 
0 


17 


AT MARCONI 


STADIUM 


1 MARK SCHWARZER POY BINGLEY 


DE MARIGNY 20 FRANK JURIC POY 


Goalkeeper 0 Goalkeeper i) 
TONY KOSTADINOVSKI 1 DAVID MILLER 
Goalkeeper Goalkeeper 
3 JP DE MARIGNY 3 FAUSTO DE AMICIS 
Defender 4 Defender 
2 GEORGE JOLEVSKI 6 ANDREW MARTH 
Defender 5 TALAY GRAY McCULLOCH CORICA Defender 12 
12 GARY VAN EGMOND 13 VLADO VANIS 
Defender 0 Defender 
4 MATTHEW BINGLEY 8 JOSIP BISKIC 
Midfielder JOHNSON TALIADOROS Midfielder 15 
10 STEVE CORICA 2 VINKO BULJUBASIC 
Ne ielder 20 Midfielder i) 
IAN GRAY § STEVE HORVAT 
Midfielder 4 PONDELJAK VIDUKA Midfielder 2 
11 ANDREW HARPER 17 KRUNOSLAV RAZOV 
Midfielder 0 Midfielder 0 
ANDREA ICARDI 4 MARK TALAJIC 
Midfielder ; TRAJCEVSK| D CERVINSKI BISKIC MARKOVSKI Midtieider 9 
6 BLAGOJA KULESKI 7 ZORAN TRAJCEVSKI 
Midfielder 1 Micfielder 4 
FABIO MACOLINO 19 DAMIAN VOJTEK 
Midfielder 0 Midfielder 
14 TOMMY McCULLOCH 9 ADRIAN CERVINSKI 
Midfielder 0 S MARTH VANIS Striker 0 
MICHAEL SMITH 11 OLIVER PONDELJAK 
Midfielder Striker 2 
13 UFUK TALAY * 14 MARK VIDUKA 
Midfielder 3 Striker 13 
JONATHAN ANGELUCCI i 10 MARK SILIC 
Striker 0 ; ’ b ‘ Striker 5 
7 GLENN JOHNSON — * . . 12 DAVID CERVINSKI 
Striker ABSVY PREDICTS : i" Utility 4 
SHON TALIADOROS | Greg Blake: Knights Anthony Rainerl: Marconi 16 ZORAN MARKOVSKI 0 
; Alistair Russell: Marconi Roger Sleeman: Marconi 
SID ABHENIOCES M Con Stavros: Draw Steve Copping: Draw 


CHATZITRIFONOS 


HODGSON  SELEMIDIS 


1MCHATZITRIFONOS POY 


Goalkeeper 4 20 TONY FRANKEN POY 
4 DOUG HODGSON Goalkeeper 0 
Defender 1 j 1 ZELJKO KALAC 

3 ALAN SCOTT Goalkeeper 

Defender GEORGIADIS IOSFIDES TIKTIKAKIS MACNICOL 21 JOHN PEROSH 

2 GARY BRATTEN f 4 Goalkeeper 

Midfielder 5 MARK BABIC 


Defender 

3 VELIMIR KUPRESAK 
Defender 

4 TONY POPOVIC 


Midfielder 
12 THEO SELEMIDIS 
Defender 


GNJIDIC 


0 

0 
7 BRIAN MACNICOL 

: MICHALOKOPOULOS 

0 


oeowe on nN Oo OO 


11 NEMANJA OBRADOVIC Defender 

Midfielder 1 MILICIC KRSLOVIC 2 ROBERT STANTON 

RICHARD WATSON 0 Defender 

13 PETER TIKTIKAKIS y 10 JOHN GIBSON 

Midfielder Midfielder 

9 DANNY GNUJIDIC MORIC PETKOVIC GIBSON HRISTODOULOU 9 ERIC HRISTODOULOU 

Striker 0 Midfielder 0 

10 M MICHALAKOPOULOS 19 MIRKO JURILJ 

Striker i) Midfielder 0 

5 JOE PALATSIDES 6 TOM MILICEVIC 

Striker 0 Midfielder 0 

15 ANDREW VLAHOS bh 12 ANTE MORIC 

Striker 0 POPOVIC KUPRESAK ZDRILIC Midfielder 2 

14 GEORGE GEORGIADIS sakeedmaenin ene : 13 KLAUS OKON 

Utility 0 . Midfielder 1 

6 GORAN NEGIC — y 7 IVAN PETKOVIC 

Midfielder 3 =» Midfielder 8 

16 MICHAEL PANOPOULOS ia Bano JERMAN 4 

riker 
17TOMKARAPATSOS 0 ABSW PREDICTS . : | 8 TONY KRSLOVIC , 
F fori Ses 3 ‘ : Striker 

20 CON-KARANIKOLOS 0 Greg Blake: Crows Anthony Raineri: Crows me ‘ 16 MANIS LAMOND 5 

Goalkeeper | Alistair Russell: Draw Roger Sleeman: Crows 15 ANTE oe 3 

STEVE IOSFIDES 1 “| ner = 18 MATTHE v) 
Con Stavros: Crows Steve Copping: Crows S11 DAVID ZDRILIC rs 
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NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


+ NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE < 


ZO-wn=-<=90 ZaAmMIA7OZ ——_—_—_—_—_———_———— TO — N= <— — 7 ZAmMIaAROZ 


+ RESULTS + 


Newcastle BHP (Sharpe 80) 1 Wollongong 
City (Guido 55) 1, Marconi Fairfield 
(Mihaljovic 6) 1 AIS (Ristevski 20, Naglieri 
42, 54, Simunic 48, Garcia 52, Sime 74) 6, 
Parramatta Colts (Robertson 22, Portelli 
90) 2 Sydney Olympic Colts (Poimer 42) 4, 
Parramatta Eagles (Haythornwaite 19, 48, 
52, Adioski 42, 84) 5 Queensland Academy; 
0, ACT Academy (Limerick 400g) 0 
Sydney United (Babic 10, Moore 59) 3, 
Marconi Academy bye, Syd Olympic bye. 


+ FIXTURES + 


FRI Newcastle BHP v Marconi Academy 
5.30pm Mitre 10 Stadium 
SAT Syd Olympic Colts v Queensland 
Acad 4.30pm Leichhardt Oval 
SAT Marconi Fairfield v Parramatta Colts 
5.30pm Marconi Stadium 
SAT AIS v Sydney United 7.00pm AIS 
Athletics Field 
SUN Parramatta Eagles v Syd Olympic 
4.30pm Melita Stadium 


PwoD 


Sydney United 1310 


Sydney Olympic 117 
Newcastle BHP 115 
Parra Eagles 125 
Als 75 
Wollongong City 
QAS 114 
Marconi Fairfield 13 4 
Marconi Academy 12 4 
Parramatta Colts 11 4 
Syd Olympic Colts 12 3 


ACT IS 122 


1 


22 18 17 


32 11 15 


19°17 15 


19 16 14 


20 39 14 


23 28 13 


13 22 13 


17 22 12 


12 41 8 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


11 Zlatko Mihljovic 
10 Zaljko Babic 


(Marconi Fairfield) 
(Sydney United) 

Mario Jermen (Sydney United) 
Colin Luff (Wollongong City) 
(Syd Olympic) 


{Newcastle BHP) 


Evangelos Petratos 


Jeromy Harris (Marconi Academy) 


Darren locca (Marconi Academy) 


(AIS) 


(3) 

7 

7. 

6 Harry James 
6 

5 

5 Josip Skoko 
5 


Derek Poimer (Sydney Olympic) 


Peter Vezos 


(Syd Olympic Colts} 


Stuart McLaren (Wollongong City) 


Lawrie McKinna (Newcastle BHP) 


Gianpaulo Buonavogli (Syd Olympic) 


Sebastian Naglieri 


Marko Rudan 


(AIS) 


(Sydney United) 


Malcolm Meilak (Parramatta Eagles) 


Daniel Escobar 


Robby Enes 


(Als) 


(Marconi Academy) 


PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


CHAD GIBSON 


(SYDNEY UNITED) 


DATE OF BIRTH: 19.6.76 
PREVIOUS CLUB/S: St George 
POSITION: Centre-midfield 


AGE STARTED PLAYING: 31/2 with Belmore _ 


Eagles 

MOST ADMIRED OVERSEAS PLAYER’S: 
Ryan Giggs, Ruis Costa and lan Wright 
MOST ADMIRED LOCAL PLAYER/S: John 
Gibson 


BIGGEST INFLUENCES: Parents, brother (John Gibson) 


REP HONOURS: NSW U13, U14, U15, 1993 Australian Schoolboys 


GREATEST SKILL: Changing the complexio! 


n of a game 


WHAT SKILL DO YOU NEED TO WORK ON? All facets, you can never be too 


good at anything 
FAVOURITE FOOD: Curried prawns 


AMBITION: To win the Youth League with United and force my way into the 1995 


Australian Youth team 


HOBBIES: Listening to music and going out with friends 


COACH’S COMMENTS: Lee Sterrey: “Chad is a very workman-like midfielder with 
good skill and distribution. He is a great organiser, retains possession well and c as 


fin the game as he is prepared to put in. 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


AIS 6 
MARCONI YOUTH 1 


BY SARAH CLARRY 


Marconi’s furure as a force in the National 
League doesn’t look healthy if the current 
youth side is anything to go by. 

They were on the end of yet another hiding 
on Saturday, this time 6-1, by an Australian 
Institute of Sport side that are, on average, 
two to three years younger and had never 
played amatch together before. 

Tronically it was Marconi who scored first. 
Ziatko Mihajlovic, one player who was quite 
effective for the home side, converted a free 
kick after Darren Sime was booked for the 
Institute for a late tackle, 

However, Marconi were still recovering 
from the surprise of finding themselves 1-0 up 
when David Risteyski tumed in the box and 
punched a low ball in for an easy equaliser just 
two minutes later, 

AIS coach Steve O’Connor described the 
first half as competitive, and it wasn’t until the 
43rd minute that the Institute grabbed their 
second goal. 

A sensational ball from newcomer Mike 
Garcia put Sebastian Naglieri into space and 
he did well to beat the ‘keeper and steer his 
shot inside the left post, 

Goalkeeper Tony Kostadinoyski’s 
performance was solid for Marconi — were it 
not for his efforts the score may have been 
twice as humiliating, 

Th the opening minute of the second half he 
showed lightning reflexes to block with his foot 
a close-range shot from Naglieri off a Jon 
Carter cross, 

But he was unable to repeat the feat two 
minutes later when Siminunic scored with a 
sweetly-timed header from a free kick by 
Ristevski. 

Marconi then fell apart. Garcia showed he 
is a player of exceptional promise when he 
received the. ball in midfield, beat a player, 
tumed and took his shot from 22m which 
cannoned into the bottom left hand comer of 
the net, 

Naglieri made it 5-1 when he skipped away 
with a pass from Ristevski, and once again got 
the betier of Kostadinovski. 

It was Sime who put the final nail in 
Marconi’s coffin, when a comer found fullback 
Con Blatsis in the box, and he headed it on for 
Sime to head home. 

O’Connor said a first-up win from the new 
squad was to be expected. 

“They're always enthusiastic,” he said. 
“They'll probably peter out and struggle a 
little against teams like (Sydney) United. But 
we've got some good boys in there, and I was 
pleased with the way the older players 
performed today,” 

AIS: Milosevic, McDermott, Bilokapic, Sime, 
Blatsis, Fox, Ristevski, Naglieri, Carter 
{Laybutt 60), Simunic, Garcia (Ritchie 72). 
MARCONI YOUTH: Kostadinovski 
(Overage), Vrankovic (Sharp 68), Holdswroth, 
Skataric, O’Shea, Welbedagt (Zieba 61), Z. 
Mihajlovic (Overage), Casserly (Overage), 
Angelucci, M. Mihajlovic (Overage), 
McGuire. 

REFEREE: Tony Veneri. 

YELLOW CARDS: 3-2 Mihajlovic (Marc), 9 
— Welbedagt (Marc), 65 — McDermott 
(ATS). 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
ROUND-UP 


BY PETER KONSTO 

Sydney United continued their dominance 
of the Coca-Cola Youth League Northern 
Division by easily defeating the ACT 
Academy 0-3 in Canberra on Saturday. 

United controlled the match from the 
opening whistle and hit the lead in the 10th 
minute through their prolific goalscorer, 
Zelijko Babic. 

The goal resulted after a fine build-up 
involving no jess than three one-two moves 
which allowed Adam Moore to cross the ball 
into Danny Graham who played it off for 
Babic to win his one-on-one contest with the 


SPOTLIGHT GAME 


ACT “keeper. 

The Sydney-siders had the Academy goal 
under siege and it was through one of these 
periods that their sustained pressure paid 
dividends. 

Micky Jurilj made a fine run towards the 
by-line and sent over a low drive which ACT 
defender, Darren Limerick, failed to deal with 
correctly and put the ball into his own net to 
make the score 2-0 at half-time. 

United continued to relentlessly attack the 
ACT goal in the second half however, despite 
their dominance they could only convert one 
more opportunity in the 59th minute. 

Babic again did the initial damage to create 
a scoring chance for Adam Moore. Babic beat 
two players before providing Moore with a 
perfect through bali which he latched onto and 
with only the ‘keeper to beat, through a 
dummy and chipped the diving keeper 
perfectly for a final score of 3-0. 

United Coach, Lee Sterrey praised his 
team’s performance saying that Louie 
Trajcevski marshalled the defence particularly 
well and that Babic and Chad Gibson had 
outstanding games. 

Newcastle United dropped two vital home 
points after their 1-1 draw with the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

Tt was truly a game of two halyes as the 
Wolves dominated the first half with the 
Breakers coming into their own during the 
second. 

The Wolves had Newcastle constantly 
back-peddling in the first half and hit the 
woodwork as early as the fifth minute. 
However, despite this intense pressure and the 
majority of possession during the first half, no 
shots were converted and the Breakers were 
lucky to escape with a 0-0 scoreline at half- 
time. 

Newcastle came out playing like a different 
team after the break began to assert some 
authority for the first time-in the match, 
Against the run of play however, it was 
Wollongong who hit the lead. 

The Breakers failed to clear the ball 
properly and from just outside the area, 
Anthony Guido shot through a crowed penalty 
area to beat an unsighted Troy Bellamy in the 
Breakers goal in the 55th minute, 

Newcastle pushed the ball around with ease 
and their equaliser finally came in the 80th 
minute through Dane Sharp. 

The goal came after a fine team build-up 
from the back. A series of passes created space 
for an unmarked sharp to make a 20 meter run 
before seeing the keeper just off his line and 
from outside the box, chipped the keeper 
beautifully to salvage a point from the 
Breakers, 

In the battle of the Colts’ sides, Parramatta 
defeated Sydney Olympic 2-1 at Melita 
Stadium on Saturday in a very entertaining 
and attack orientated game. 

The first goal came after a free kick was not 
headed clear inside the Olympic penalty area. 
The poor clearing header fell for Parramatta’s 
Mark Robertson, who hit a spectacular left- 
foot overhead kick to easily beat Olympic 
veteran, Gary Meier into the top right hand 
comer of the goal. 

Olympic managed to equalise when some 
poor defensive play allowed Derek Poimer to 
capitalise for Olympic in the 42nd minute. 
Parramatta’s, James Warburton passed to 
team-mate Hulisi Orhan who had the ball 
stolen by Poimer who raced away to slot the 
ball past the Eagles goalkeeper, Fernando 
Greco, 

The edge swung Parramatta’s way after 
Poimer was sent-off for a second bookable 
offence in the 65th minute. The send-off 
changed the complexion of the game as the 
Eagles began to use the extra space to open up 
the Olympic defence. 

The Eagles left it until two minutes into 
injury time for their winner when Robert 
Portelli received a wonderful through-ball 
following some excellent one touch football to 
beat Meier from close range and give his team 
full points. 

In the only other game played this round, y 
hat-trick by Tom Haythornthwaite and 
double strike by Zoki Adioski was enough fot 
the Parramatta Eagles to easily account for the 
QAS 5-0 at Melita Stadium on Sunday, 
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+ RESULTS + 


ROUND 11 —- CATCH-UP GAMES. 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 12, 1994 
Doncaster Rovers (Napolitano, Wallace) 2 
Heidelberg United (Curcija, Vassiliadis, 
Vlahos) 3, 

South Melbourne (Panopoulos) 1 
Preston (Ilievski) 1. 
ROUND 15— SATURDAY 
JAN 15, 1994 
Morwell Falcons (Juan Nilo 2, Jorge 
Nilo 2, Irvine, Alesi, Penta, Geri) 8 
Springvale City (Grella) 1. 
SUNDAY JANUARY 16, 1994 
South Melbourne (Mihaloglou, 
Kiratzogiou, og) 3 North Geelong 0, 
Brunswick Pumas (Emmanuele, 
Genovese) 2 Bulleen (Gasparini) 1, 
Doncaster Rovers (Zlatanovski 2, 
Napolitano, Kermanidis) 4 Albion 


(Kalayci) 1, Sunshine George Cross 0 


Preston (Cuculevski) 1, Altona Gate 
(Dimovski 2, Velkovski) 3 Melbourne 
Knights (Buljubasic) 1, VIS 0 
Heidelberg United (Panopoulos 2, 
Curcija, Tsoumerkas, Vlahos) 5. 


+ LEADING = 


GOALSCORERS 


15 Ivan Skoko (North Geelong) 


15 Theo Mihaloglou (South Melbourne) 
14 Michael Curcija (Heidelberg United) 
12 Vaughan Coveney(Melbourne Knights) 
12 Carlo Villani (Morwell Falcons) 
10 Nick Lazarevski (VIS) 
9 Joe Tricarico (VIS) 
8 Steve Bogdanovski {Altona Gate) 
8 Daniel Genovese (Brunswick Pumas) 
8 Antonio Napolitano(Doncaster Rovers) 
8 Steve Panopoulos (South Melbourne) 
8 


John Verikakis (South Melbourne) 


PLAYER 


RAMADAN OSMAN 


Name: Ramadan Osman 

Date of birth: 9th February, 1976 
Present club: Albion 

Previous clubs: St Albans Dinamo 
Position: Sweeper or Utility 


Most admired player: Mehmet Durakovic 


Greatest skill: Strength 


+ TABLE = 


PW DL F APts 
1512 2 1 4915 38 
vis 15 110 4 4021 33 
Heid Utd 15101 4 3818 31 
Brunsk Pumas 15 9 1 5 4321 28 
Morwell Fal 15 1 7 4127 22 
Melb Knights 15 4 5 31 26 22 
Nth Geelong 15 3 6 31 38 21 
Bulleen 14 5 4 1917 20 
Preston 15 ils) Zispereed0) 
AltonaGate 15 0 1029 41 15 
Springvale C 15 2 9 1748 14 
Albion 15 1 1024 41 13 
Sunshine GC 15 3 9 2548 12 
DoncasterR 14 2 101741 8 


South Melb 
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+ FIXTURES + 


Round 16 
SATURDAY JANUARY 22, 1994 
Morwell Falcons v Springvale City 


Morwell Falcons v Albion 
(5pm, Morwell Falcons Park) 


SUNDAY JANUARY 23, 1994 


Brunswick Pumas v South . 
Melbourne 
(4pm, Somers Street) 
Doncaster Rovers v Bulleen 
(4pm, Anderson Park) 


Sunshine George Cross v 
Springvale City (4pm, Chaplin 
Reserve) 


Altona Gate v Preston (6pm, 
Paisley Park) 
VIS v Melbourne Knights 
(4pm, Paisley Park) 


Heidelberg United v North Geelong 
(4pm, Olympic Village) 


What do you need to work on: Self-control 
Ambition: To play at the highest level and repre- 
sent Australia. 

Coaching tip: Never underestimate your oppo- 
nent and remember the game is not over until 
the final whistle. 

Ramadan Osman was a member of Albion’s 
Vic Health Youth League team which won the 
championship in 1992 after an exciting play-off at 
Olympic Park. Now he is a regular with the 
National Youth League squad. Capable of play- 


# ing anywhere in midfield and defence, his 
‘strength in the tackle and support of his team- 


mates are great assets. 


NATIONAL YOUTH LE 


ALTONA GATE 3 
MELB KNIGHTS 1 


Altona Gate put on one of its best 
performances of the season to come 
from behind to beat the Knights by 
three goals to one. Vinko Buljubasic 
opened the scoring for the Knights 
after 23 minutes, but six minutes later 
Lou Dimovski converted the first of 
two penalties for Altona Gate. Henry 
Velkovski, playing as one of the 
Altona Gate over-age players, starred 
in midfield, dictating the flow of the 
match and crowning his performance 
with a fine goal four minutes into the 
second half. 

From then on it was Altona Gate 
in the ascendancy and in 73 minutes 
Dimovski made the result certain 
with his second goal from the spot. 
The Knights were below their best 
and had little luck in front of goal. 


ROUND-UP 


South Melbourne had to reply on a 
Steve Panopoulos penalty to cancel 
out Zlatko Ilievski’s goal for Preston 
in a catch-up game from Round 11 
played in midweek. Heidelberg 
United struggled to overcome 
Doncaster Rovers by three goals to 
two in another Round 11 game, and 
Doncaster had a goal from a set-piece 
corner-kick denied, which would have 
given ita draw. 

On Saturday, Morwell Falcons had 
an eight goals to one romp against 
Springvale City, but Springie 
bemoaned the fact that is created 
almost as many chances but could not 
score. David Grella got the 
consolation goal, and the Nilo 
brothers scored two each for Falcons, 
with the rest being shared among four 
players — Justin Geri, Justin Irvne, a 
header following a corner, James 
Alesi and Nick La Penta. 

South Melbourne continued to run 
away with the league as it downed 
North Geelong by three goals to nil 
at Middle Park. Theo Mihaloglou ran 
unchallenged through the centre to 
open the scoring, then North’s Tom 
Pandzic’s header went over his 
‘keeper’s head for an own goal. 
Mario Kordic saved a penalty for 
North but could not prevent Alex 
Kiratzoglou getting a late goal for the 
Blues. 

Lee Tsoumerkas buried one free 


OF THE WEEK 


possible. 


Would all clubs and referees ensure that they 
phone results and scorers for both teams to Roy Hay 
on 052-435966 on Sundays so that the information 
can be supplied to the press, radio and TV as soon as 


I also need the information for the NYL 0055 
number, so don’t forget or your players and 
supporters will be upset. Please feel free to make 
copies of this newsletter and distribute it to your | 
players and supporters. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION wr Roy HAY 


* ROUND-UP MATCHES + 
SPOTLIGHT GAME 


kick and set up another goal for 
Michael Curcija with a second free 
kick as Heidelberg United got the 
jump on the Victorian Institute of 
Sport. As the VIS tried to play catch- 
up soccer Andrew Vlahos and 
Michael Panopoulos with two goals 
buried them in a five-nil win to the 
Bergers. 

Bulleen took the lead on the 
interval with a John Gasparini free 
kick as the Lions met the Brunswick 
Pumas at Somers Street. The Pumas 
clawed their way back with second 
half goals by Sebastian Emmanuele 
and Daniel Genovese. 

Doncaster Rovers recorded its 
second win in the competition and it 
was great morale booster against 
Albion by four goals to one. Regular 
striker Anthony Napolitano put the 
Rovers ahead, then Tony Zlatanovski 
chimed in with two goals and Jim 
Kermanidis with one, before a late 
penalty by khan Kalayci got Albion 
on the scoresheet. 

Another late penalty by Nick 
Cuculevski deprived Sunshine George 
Cross of a point at Chaplin Reserve 
in a one-nil win to Preston. 


PREVIEW OF 
ROUND 16 


Brunswick Pumas have a chance to 
close the gap on the top group when 
hosting South Melbourne at Somers 
Street next Sunday. The league leader 
has looked vulnerable in the last few 
games, while the Pumas have been up 
and down in spectacular fashion. 

Morwell Falcons is on a roll and 
should beat Albion in the Valley on 
Saturday. Bulleen will be too strong 
for Doncaster Rovers at Anderson 
Park, while the Macedonian deby 
between Altona Gate and Preston at 
Paisley Park should produce goals 
and entertainment for the fans and 
probably a draw at the end. 

In the early game the Victorian 
Institute of Sport may just shade the 
Melbourne Knights. 

Sunshine George Cross continues 
to prosper under Charlie Spiteri and 
may just beat Springvale City, while 
North Geelong will do well to hold 
Heidelberg United at Olympic 
Village. 


PLAYERS’ PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


All players will take part in a vote for the National 
Youth League Players’ Player of the Year and 
Goalkeeper of the Year, 

Voting papers will be distributed before the last 
round of matches. Get to know your opponents, so 
you know whom to vote for at the end of the year. 


REMINDER TO CLUBS AND 


REFEREES 


| 
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The players we' 


BY CON STAVROS 


Next time you are at a 
soccer match, take a few 
moments to ask yourself 
whether you are getting 
value for money. 

Soccer should be a 
minimum of ninety 
minutes of entertainment 
played out by skilled 
athletes. 

Your cash should, 
irrespective of the game's 
result, be rewarded by a 
feeling of satisfaction at 
the efforts of the teams 
involved, 

It has been a long time 
since I’ve paid to see a 
soccer game. 

As.a journalist 1 have 
tended naturally to treat 
each match on a factual 
basis, rather than ever 
stopping to think whether 
the paying customers got 
true value. 

That’s about to change. 
From now on I’m thinking 
spectator enjoyment first 
and foremost. 

With that thought in 
mind, I’ve decided to 
introduce my first ever “I'd 
pay to see you play” team. 

This inaugural group is 
my wish-list team of 
players, for whom I'd shell 
Out money to see in action. 

They may not 
necessarily be the best in 
the league, but they do 
provide action, excitement 
and above all 
entertainment for my hard- 
eamed cash. 

The ABSW ALL 
ENTERTAIMENT TEAM 
has to be attacking minded, 
so the formation chosen is 
a 4-3-3, 

Players are only grouped 
by their category 
(defender, midfielder or 
forward) and are not listed 
by specific position. 


GENTLEMAN JIM LEADS THE WAY | 


BY GREG BLAKE 


Gentleman Jim Pyrgolios is the 
top ranked coach in the Coca Cola 


Soccer League. 
And that's official. 


Based on all-time CCSL results, 
the South Melbourne supremo is 
performed coach 
currently going around 


the best 


Australia’s elite competition. 


Stretch: Steve Mautone makes another brilliant save. 


1994 ABSW ALL- 
ENTERTAINMENT 
TEAM 


COACH: 
FRANK AROK 
(Marconi) 
Anyone who calls his 
players “mad dogs” has to 


be entertaining. Arok is 
articulate, cynical, 
sarcastic, cerebal and a 
brilliant motivator. He 


perfect choice. 


GOALKEEPER: 
STEVE MAUTONE 
(Morwell) 

Does cartwheels when the 
Falcons score, makes a 
flurry of brilliant saves 
during each match and 
loves to wear outrageously 

bright goalkeeping tops. 


DEFENDERS: 
MEHMET DURAKOVIC 
(South Melbourne) 

A magician on the park, 
Durakovic is a cross 
between an energy 
explosion and an over- 
excited terrier. Clears balls 
off the goalline with 
tegularity, chases strikers 
into a frenzy and tries to 
score a forty metre blinder 
at least twice each half. 
Worth the admission by 

himself. 


TONY VIDMAR 
(Adelaide City) 
Always involved in the 
action, Vidmar is a quality 
player with a penchant for 
the unpredictable. Loves 
to go forward and take on 
players, would be good 


favours an exciting brand —_value anytime. 

of soccer, plays up to the 

crowd, gets sent-off on FAUSTO DE AMICIS 
purpose to fire up his team (Melbourne Knights) 


and is full of good quotes at 
press conferences, A 


Another defender who likes 
to charge upfield at express 


SECOND ELEVEN (HONOURABLE MENTIONS) 


TONY PEZZANO (Marconi) 


We'd lose, but we'd lose with fun, 
STAN LAZARIDIS (West Adelaide) 


Speed, skilled and scores. 


PAUL WADE (South Melbourne) Captain 


courageous 


DOUG HODGSON (Heidelberg) Don’t 


mess with Doug. Call him Sir. 


CHARLIE YANKOS (Wollongong) Worth 


it for the free kicks. 


UFUK TALAY (Marconi) Just so everyone 


in 


Pyrgolios, who will be the first 
to concede that he inherited one 
heck of a side from Ferenc Puskas 
al Middle Park, rates a whopping 
73.7 percent success rate all-time 
as coach at this level. 

Three Melbourne coaches lead 
the way in this exclusive ABSW 
table, with Mirko Bazic of the 
Melbourne Knights and newly 
appointed Brunswick Puma chief 
Kenny Murphy hot on his tail. 

Mird you, that trio has a long 
haul in front of them to catch 
some of the all-time coaching 
greats still. doing the rounds, 

Bazic, Murphy and Pyrgolios 
have coached a combined total of 
just 88 CCSL games between 
them, 

Compare that to current 
longest-server Frank Arok, whose 
current stint with Marconi has 
taken him to 300 career games at 
this level, the most games of any 


can marvel and say “he’s so young”. 


JOSIP BISKIC 


GARY HASLER (South Melbourne) The 
junkyard dog bites back, 


(Melbourne Knights) 


Veteran still going strong 


WARREN SPINK (Newcastle) Delightful 


skills and finisher. 


MANIS LAMOND (Sydney United) 


Always puts on a good show 


MARK VIDUKA (Melbourne Knights) The 


V-Bomber is all action, 


eae 


pace. Crowds hold their 
breath when he sets off on 
his electrifying runs. 


RANSFORD BANINI 
(Brunswick Pumas) 
Extraordinarily talented 
with a touch of 
showmanship and flair 
thrown in for good 
measure. Doesn’t worry 
too much about tackling or 
marking, just likes to have 

the ball. 


MIDFIELDERS: 
STEVE CORICA 
(Marconi) 

A skill and speed blend that 
causes the crowd to gape in 
awe with amazing 
regularity. The brightest 
talent in the country at 
present and worth seeing 
before he heads off 

overseas. 


DAMIAN MORI 

(Adelaide City) 
Has unfortunately been 
shackled by the discipline 
of Zoran Matic, but still a 
bomb waiting to explode. 
Gifted, adventurous and a 
stunning shot make him a 
must. 


PAUL TRIMBOLI 
(South Melbourne) 
Lack of speed is more than 
compensated for by 
remarkable vision, 
precision touches and 

distribution. 


FORWARDS: 
JOHN MARKOVSKI 
(Morwell) 

A rocket launcher left foot, 
short fuse and prodigious 
talent make him an 

irresistible choice. 


FRANCIS AWARITEFE 
(South Melbourne) 
Awkward, deceptively 
quick and with a fierce 
competitive spirit, 
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Competitive: Francis Awaritefe is an entertainer, 


Awaritefe makes simple 
goals look complex and 
difficult goals look simple. 
MARSHALL SOPER 
(Parramatta) 


Past his prime but still good 
value for his nature. You 
either love him or hate him, 
but everbody loves to watch 
him. 


Top rank: Jim Pyrgolios 


current coach. 

Arok, the former Socceroo boss 
and St George coach for a decade, 
has an impressive 55.9 percent all- 
time strike rate and is one of only 
two current CCSL coaches to 
boast 100 or more career wins. 

Arok has 126 all-time victories, 
closely followed by another 
former Socceroo boss in Rale 
Rasic. 

Rasic, now with his sixth CCSL 
club, has 107 career wins and a 
league game strike rate of 55.1 
percent. 

Rasic’s six clubs is the current 
league best, with Sydney United’s 
Manfred Schaefer running a close 
second. 

And here's a good trivia 
question next time you get the 


= 
ABSW COACH RANKINGS FOR 1994 
ais RECORD 
COACH Diaries kK A Pt % 
chance. And top of the class lst Jim Pyrgolios 2 mn SiGe 7z 30) 56 73.7 
Rasic, Schaefer and in that area is Adelaide 2nd Mirko Bazic it Se a! | So BOREAS 73.1 
one other current City's long-serving 3rd Ken Murphy 37 20 8 9 64 39 48 64.9 
CCSL coach were in boss Zoran Matic. 4th Bertie Mariani 152 78 33 41 278 163 189 62.2 
charge of clubs on the esse eet As well as a career 5th Zoran Matic 214 87 67 60 288 218 241 563 
Teague’s opening day tecord of 56.3 percent 6th Frank Arok 299 126 82 91 449 374 334 55.9 
back in April, 1977. in league games, Matic 7th Rale Rasic 257 107 69 8] 357 300 283 55.1 
If you can get the has taken the Zebras | 8th Manf’dSchaefer 219 92 62 65 306 254 224 51.1 
third name, consider to five finals series | 9th DragoSekularac 62 20 21 21 61 87 61 492 
yourself a bona fide (current league best), 10th Bruce Stowell 74 23 23 28 #+%88 96 69 46.6 
Aussie soccer expert. two litle wins (current 11th Raul Blanco 212 71 55 86 250 297 197 465 
Give up? equal league best) and | 12th DavidRatcliffe 119 38 33 48. 131 149 109 458 
Current Brisbane two cup wins (current 13th Jim Foley 18 6 4 8 BD 229 6 444 
boss Bruce Stowell was alsoon equal league best), 14th BobMcLachlan 116 32 30 54 113 157 94 405 
deck on that historic day, as coach For the record, the league’s 
of Sydney Olympic, Most attack-minded current coach AND WHO’S WON WHAT 
And just to prove that coaching is Bazic, who has managed better 
Olympic was as testing a job as it than two goals per game with his COACH CCSL CLUBS FLS LG CUP 
is today, Stowell lasted only nine —_ team in his admittedly short-lived 
games before getting his marching _career. Matic Adel.City* 5 5282 
orders. No current coach has 100 career Mariani Marconi, Syd.Olympic* 4 240 
Of the current CCSL coaches to _ defeats to his name, although a 100 Arok St George, Marconi* 4S 26 
have taken charge of 100 games or — game loser would be unlikely to Rasic Marc, Ad.C, Black, Sth.M, Apia, Parra* | | 2 
more Sydney Olympic boss Bertie remain current for long anyway ! Schaefer St.G, S.Olympic, Bruns, Apia, $.Utd* S  -OiR2 
Mariani leads the pack. Our exclusive ABSW 1994 Blanco $t.Geo, Marc, Parra, West Adel* 2° O41 
Mariani, under some pressure coach rankings take-into account Sekularac Melb.JUST, Heidelberg* P) 2Ore4 
at Olympic in recent weeks, boasts _ the league home and away records Ratcliffe Syd.Olympic, Wollongong* 2 00 
a career success rate in excess of of each coach currently on active Pyrgolios Sth. Melbourne* 1 00 
60 percent. duty up to and including the round Murphy Melb.Knights, Brunswick* 1 00 
Eight of the current 14-strong 13 halfway point of the 1993/94 Bazic Melb.Knights* o 00 
crop boast 50 percent or better —_ season, Stowell S.Olympic, Newe. BHP, Brisbane Str* 0 0 0 
records all-time. Finals matches, Top 4 Cup Foley Newc.Rosebud, Newc. BHP* 0 0 0 
Of course, rating the coaches —_ matches and League Cup matches McLachlan Melb.JUST, Green Gully, Morwell* 0 0 0 
purely on the win-loss columns —_ are not included and the match * Denotes current CCSL club 
can be misleading. points calculations are based on These statistics are copyrighted and cannot be reproduced without the 
Champions, finals and cup the traditional two points per win written permission of this publication 
success are the ultimate goal. system. 
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BY CON STAVROS 


When little children first 
start kicking a soccer ball 
around with their friends, 
nobody wants to be the 
goalkeeper. 

Your hands get sore, you 
miss out on the running and 
chasing and when anybody 
scores, it’s always your fault. 
Pull off a good save and you 
are just doing your job. 

It is almost always by 


accident then that 
goalkeepers emerge. 
Steve Mautone is no 


exception. 

“When I was about nine 
or so, our ‘keeper got 
injured and | was crazy 
enough to try it,” he 
explains, “I was lucky to 
have some success, so I stuck 
at it.” 

Morwell Falcons fans are 
glad he did and one day 
Socceroo fans will be elad 
also, 

Mautone, at a time when 
Australian soccer is blessed 
with prodigious talent, is a 
shining jewel amongst a 
glittering array of talent. 

The 23-year-old is in the 
opinion of most scouts, the 
best goalkeeper in Victoria 


and not too far behind the 
likes of Mark Schwarzer for 


the ultimate national 
recognition of a green and 
gold shirt. 


His unusual celebrations, 
audacious clothing and never 
back down attitude, make 
him a stand out. 

All the flashiness is worth 
nothing though if you can’t 
back it up with exemplary 
skill and for Mautone that 
means a fervent work ethic 
and committment to fitness 
and development. 

“1 wouldn’t say I’m a 
fitness fanatic,” he admits, 
“put [try and keep myself as 
fit as T can. I’m not a fit 
person naturally, so I've got 
to work at it.” 

Mautone, now in his 
second year with Morwell, 
was a star last year for the 
Falcons and an even greater 
force on the team this year, 
thanks to off-season 
gymnasium work. 

“T've done a fair bit of 
work on my upper body and 
that has really helped me 
with crossed balls,” he says. 

“One thing that’s 
improved, but still needs 
work, is my concentration. 

“People don’t realise 


PROFILE 


how hard it is for 
goalkeepers. 1 come off 
the park with a thumping 
headache most times and 
exhausted from the mental 
effort involved.” 

The key to surviving, 
according to Mantone, is to 
release nervous energy by 
spontaneous acts such as his 
now famous cartwheels. 

“T see players when they 
score jump all over each 
other,” says Mautone, “and I 
wish 1 was there. 

“But I can’t run all the 
way out there and back. The 
best 1 can do is celebrate in 
my own way. 

“| take my game 
seriously, but { like to have 
fun as well. 

“All sports start out as fun 
and then they develop into 
something serious. You 
have to relax and unwind 
sometimes, just to enjoy the 
moment.” 

Mautone learned his 
soccer in North-East 
Victoria amongst the 
tobacco growing fields of 
Myrtleford. The large 
Italian community there 
make soccer a major 
activity in the region and 
Mautone’s talents were 


Morwell's best buy 


Steve Mautone: Morwell Falcons 


quick to develop and be 
spotted. 

Mautone would go on to 
represent Victoria at almost 
every age level; Australia at 
U16 status and spend a 
season in Italy honing his 
skills with the U19’s of 
Como in the Italian First 
Division. 


At the Australian 


Institute of Sport for two 
years from 1988, Mautone 
would make his greatest 
progress under coach Ron 
Smith. 

The AIS team playing in 
the Northern Division of the 
youth league was a ripe 
talent pool for clubs in NSW 
and Mautone found himself 
at (he end of 1989 playing in 


the CCSL with Blacktown 
City. 

Despite nailing down the 
starting role, Mautone’s 
CCSL days came to an 
abrupt halt as Blacktown 
were relegated, 

Unfazed by the drop, 
Mautone continued to serve 
Blacktown in the following 
State League season and 
captured their Player of the 
Year honours. 

A loan deal the following 
season to Parramatta 
initially looked promising, 
but Mautone grew frustrated 
playing second fiddle to the 
Eagles’ Alex McPherson. 

Returning to Blacktown, 
Mautone’s life then set itself 
upon a rollercoaster, 

Scouted by West 
Adelaide, Mautone was all 
set to make the move to the 
Sharks and back into the 
elite of the CCSL, when he 
injured his left knee in his 
very Jast game with 
Blacktown. 

The resultant surgery and 
six month rehabilitation not 
only cost him the chance to 
join West Adelaide, but also 
the opportunity to progress 
within the Australian 
Olympic team he was part 
of. 

Rehabilitating under Ron 
Smith at the AIS, Mautone 


looked at joining a Premier 
League club in Victoria in 
1992. 

Morwell coach Bobby 
McLachlan, with an inkling 
of Morwell’s possible 
promotion to the CCSL at 
the time, jumped at the 
chance to grab him 
following glowing 
recommendations, amongst 
others, from Les Scheinflug 
and Frank Arok. 

That move of course is 
now one of the cleverest 
ever made by the shrewd 
purchasing coach, 

“Whatever I ask of him 
he does with enthusiasm.” 
McLachlan says, “He is 
always willing to work a 
little harder to achieve his 
aims.” 

Mautone’s aims at 
present are a tantalizing 
mixture of simplicity and 
achievability for effort. 

“With Morwell I want to 
play in the finals and 
personally I'd like to make 
it back into the Australian 
team,” he admits. 

“Ar the moment 
Morwell are not ready to 
challenge for the flag, but if 
we can make the Top Six, 
that would be a great 
achievment for a club in 
only its second year in the 
league.” 


AUSTRALIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
TOUR OF HONG KONG/CHINA/TAIPE! 1994 


RESULTS (CHINA) 12TH JANUARY 


RESULTS EME ED 
SATURDAY 8/1/94 


AUST. SCHOOLBOYS 2 vs 
MING CHUEN COL. 0 
(Harry James 9min, Chris Groom 55min) 
AUST. SCHOOLGIRLS 0 vs 


AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS 1 vs 
GUANGZHOU YOUTH 2 
(Berlingeri 22) 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLGIRLS 0 vs 
GUANGZHOU LADIES YOUTH 3 


14th JANUARY 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS 4 vs TIEN JIN MINE Cel WaCie) av 
YOUTH 0 MONDAY 10/1/94 
(James 22, 37 Groom 76, Jukic 89) AUST.SCHOOLBOYS 2 vs 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLGIRLS 0 vs TAI TUNG 0 


GUANGZHOU LADIES ‘B' 2 (Joe Berlingeri 53m, 73m) 


AUST. SCHOOLGIRLS 0 vs 
HSING HIGH SCHOOL 0 


Manager — Girls:Anne Andrews. 
Coach: Juan Femando Hompare. 
Assistant Coach: Robert Lee. 

Dana Ainsworth, Dian Ashton, Natalie Bell, Verna Lisa 
Brinskelle, Hanna Burton, Paula Causebrook, MEgan 
Cotton, Heloise Gibb, Belinda Hurtig. Patricia Humphreys, 


16th JANUARY 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS 2 vs HONG 
KONG UNDER 19s 14 
(Groom 26, Conlon. 65) 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLGIRLS 5 vs HONG 
KONG LADIES TEAM 1 
(Somerville 5, Cotton 8, 28, 88, 
Spilstead 40) 


Heather Louvel, Luanna Sheridan, Kelly Spilstead, 
Annette Somerville, Lisa Tana, Leigh Tempese. 
Manager — Boys: Chris Conei. 

Coach: Joe Larecki. 

Trent Abel, Steven Angelov, Ricardo Aneunes, 
Joseph Berlingeri, Scott Conlon, Daniel Bieze, Steven 
de Giovanniello, Stelios Dvakos, Chris Groom, Harry 
James, Daniel Jukic, David Kerr, Craig Paulett, Ante 
Subasic. Jeff Summers. 

Tour Manager: Mick Banks (National Secretary). 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


The need for an Australian Schools’ Soccer 
Federation grew out of the interstate series between 
NSW and SA conducted in 1968-1974. Bob Quimby, 


GONZALEZ’S NEW VENTURE 


One of the best South American 
players ever to play in Australia has 
started a new venture: his own soccer 
school in the area of Liverpool. 

After a brilliant career as soccer 
player, Washington Gonzalez, the 
former Uruguayan international and 
Melita Eagles star wants to put his 
talents at the service of young and 
future footballers. 

The Washington Gonzalez Soccer 
School, with the support of Liverpool 
Council, and in particular Alderman 
Alf Vella, began its activities on 
January 9 and is open to all kids from 
the age of 7 to 16. The classes are 
held at Barbara Long Reserve on 
Memorial Avenue (opposite the 
Liverpool swimming pool) and . ~ r 
operates from 5 to 7 pm every week ier: : eee 
day. 
In general the training will consist 
of technical, physical, tactical and 
psychological formation of the 
players. 


The 
Washington Gonzalez will put a lot 
of emphasis on ball control, body 


school directed by 
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‘ould boost young talent. 


balance, dribbling, general skill (with 
and without the ball), passes, crosses, 
headers, volleying, left and right foot, 


etc. 

The tactics and training will 
consist of trying to place the 
M players in the right position on 
the ground, according to his 
abilities and physical qualities, 

The physical preparation will 
be according to the players’ ages, 

On the psychological side two 
individuals are not exactly alike, 
© their application and capacity for 
assimilation are therefore 
different in each case. For that 
the school will try to create 
players with great personality, 


~ based on self confidence. 
Young kids from all 
backgrounds interested in 


becoming future soccer stars should 
+> have the opportunity to learn the 
real skills of the game with one of 
the most gifted players. 

For further information about 
the Washington Gonzalez Soccer 
School you can ring (02) 604-7186. 


The first interstate U18 championships were conducted in 1975 
but it was not until 1980 that all states participated. 


THE WINNERS AND RUNNERS-UP 


TO DATE ARE: 

YEAR WINNER 

1975 Victoria 

1976 Northern New South Wales 
1977 Victoria 

1978 Northern New South Wales 
1979 Victoria 

1980 New South Wales 

1981 Victoria 

1982 No competition — Test series between 

NSW and QLD 

1983 Australian Capital Territory 
1984 New South Wales 

1985 New South Wales 

1986 Australian Capital Territory 
1987 New South Wales 

1987 New South Wales (girls) 
1988 New South Wales 
1988 New South Wales (girls) 
1989 Australian Capital Territory 
1989 New South Wales (girls) 
1990 New South Wales 

1990 New South Wales (girls) 
1991 New South Wales 

1991 New South Wales (girls) 
1992 Queensland 

1992 Queensland 

1993 New South Wales 

1993 New South Wales (girls) 


In 1975 the Federation (now Association) conducted the first 
National Cup Australia-wide schools’ competition. in its first 
year the cup was sponsored by Toyota and won by Footscray 
technical School (Vic.). In 1976 the cup was sponsored by Coca- 
Cola und won by Bankstown Boys High (NSW). The 
comtpetition has since lapsed through lack of 4 sponsor. 

In 1974 the Federation organised a series of matches with the 


UIS English schools FA team w 
In 1988 the ASSF became the 


hich visited Australia. 


Australian Secondary Schools 


Soccer Associittion und has been incorporated into the 
‘Australian Sports Council as its Soccer Sports body. The way is 
now open for all States and Territories who 40 desire to 
participate in the ASSC Championships. The revised age level 
of Under 20 also makes the competition open t0 all secondary 


schoo! students. 


MIDWEEK RESULTS 


ENGLAND: FA CUP-THIRD 
RD REPLAY — 10 JANUARY 
Millwall .......... 0 Arsenal .......... 1 
(Arsenal away to Bolton or Ever- 
ton in fourth round) 
EAST & CENTRAL AFRICAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
-— JANUARY 10 — 
Express of Uganda. 
Simba of Tanzania............. recent 1 


Electric of Ethiopia 
YA of Tanzania .. 
TUNISIAN 


FIRST DIVISION 
— JANUARY 10 — 
Esperance S$ T ..5 J S Kairouan...1 
(OURe ieee eres: 2 U S Monastir ..0 


Beni Khalled ...0 C A Bizertin ...0 
CS Hamam Lif 2 O C Kerkenah 0 
O Beja.. 1 AS Marsa.......1 
E S Sahel. 2 Stade Tunisien1 
C S$ Sfaxien......1 Club Africain .1 


TABLE (as from Jan 10) 


Esperance § T 1611 3 2 35 9 25 
E S Sahel 167 7 220 1221 
Club Africain 16 8 4 4 32 1620 
A S Marsa 167 6 317 1220 
C.A. Bizertin 167 5 4 21 1319 
CSSfaxien 166 7 319 1819 
O Beja 166 6 415 1318 
CSHamLif 166 3 79 1115 
Stade Tun 166 3 713 1915 
O Kef 164 4 815 2412 
JSKairouan 163 5 815 2511 
ES Beni Kha 163 5 8 12 2411 
O C Kerkenah 16 2 6 8 18 3110 
US Monastir 161 6 9 13 29 8 
ENGLAND 
— JANUARY 11 — 


Football League Cup quarter-finals 
Wimbledon ..... 1 Sheffield Wed.2 


Division One 
Notts County 2Birmingham 1 


Oxford OSunderland 3 
Division Three 
Wigan 2Walsall 2 
SCOTLAND 
— JANUARY 11 — 


Premier Division 


Brechin. 
Clyde ..... 
Falkirk .... 
St Mirren. 
Stirling... 


Berwick ... 
East Fife 
East Stirling 


MOROCCO 
FINAL OF THRONE CUP 
— JANUARY 11 — 


Olympic 1 


Scorer: Maybine (78th min) 


SCOTLAND 
— January 12 — 
Premier Division 


St Johnstone 
(postponed) 


(postponed) 


EUROPEAN SUPER CUP FINAL 
FIRST LEG 
— January 12 — 


Scorer: Jean-Pierre Papin (43rd 
minute) 
Attendance: 8,083 


EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
— January 12 — 


In Omdurman: Al-Merreikh 
(Sunday) 
Express (Uganda) ., 1 
In Omdurman: Simba (Tanzania) .2 
Gormahia (Kenya) 
In Port Sudan: Young Africans 
(Tanzania) 
Shanigani (Zanzibar) .. 


ENGLAND 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE CUP 
QUARTER FINALS 


— January 12 — 
Football League Cup quarter-finals 
Man Utd.......... 2 Portsmouth ....2 
Nott Forest...... Vv Tranmere 
(postponed) 
Tottenham....... 1 Aston Villa.....2 
Division One 
Derby vWatford 
(postponed) 
Leicester 4West Bromwich 2 
Southend OBolton 2 
Stoke vPeterborough 
(postponed) 
EAST AND CENTRAL 
AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
~— JANUARY 14— 


Express (Uganda) 
Gormahia (Kenya) ... 


SPANISH FIRST DIVISION 
..1 Deportivo Co..3 


Valencia 


BELGIUM FIRST DIVISION 
— JANUARY 15 — 
FC Liege..........1 Anderlecht .....2 
Antwerp... 
Beveren.... 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 
— JANUARY 15 — 


Auxerre 2 (Cocard 30th, 77th) 
Metz 0. Attendance: 7,000. 


Cannes 1 (Durix 67th) Strasbourg 
1 @ouafia 50th). 4,000. 


Le Havre 1 (Marquet 64th) 
Lille 0. 4,000. 


Lens 2 (Wallemme 19th, Slater 60th) 
Caen 0.15,000. 


Lyon 1 (Delamontagne 31st) 
Sochaux 0.12,000. 


Martigues 0 Angers 0. 3,000. 


Monaco 1 (Klinsmann 88th) 
Montpellier 2 (Asanovic pen 
62nd, Lefevre 75th).. 2,000. 


Nantes 4 (Loko 23rd, Ouedec 
60th, N’Doram 78th, Ferri 81st) 
Bordeaux 1 (Croci 90th). 30,000. 


Toulouse 1 (Debeve 75th) 
St Etienne 2 (Passi Sth, Camara 
78th). 7,000. 


Paris St Germain 1 (Guerin 10th) 
Marseille 1 (Voeller 14th). 


48,000. 
FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 
— JANUARY 15 — 

Paris St Germ 2315 6 2 32 1236 
Marseille 2313 6 4 33 1932 
Bordeaux 2312 5 6 30 2029 
Auxerre 2311 5 7 33 1827 
Nantes 23 8 10 5 26 1726 
Montpellier 239 8 6 26 2226 
Strasbourg 23,7 11 5.27 23.25 
Monaco 23.8 8 7 34 2524 
Cannes 23 8 8 7 26 2824 
Lyon 23:9 5 9 22 2523 


St Etienne 23 6 10 7 21 1922 
Sochaux 23 6 10 7 23 23 22 
Lens 235 11719 2021 
Metz 236 8 9 20 2320 
Caen 23 8 3 1218 3319 
Lille 23 4 10 9 21 3118 
Le Havre 23 3 12 8 15 2518 
Martigues 23 4 10 9 23 3518 
Angers 233 9 1121 3415 
Toulouse 23 3 9 1115 3315 
DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 
— JANUARY 15 — 
GRE Deve sresss.3 0 PSV Eindhov ..4 


SC Heerenveen 0 Vitesse Arn..... 
Willem IE Til...5 Sparta Rott. 


NAC Breda : Cambuur Lw...0 
TABLE 
Ajax Amster 1714 2 1-47 9 30 
Vitesse Arnh 1913 2 4 45 1528 
Feyenoord Rot1712 4 1 34 1328 
PSV Eind 1910 6 3 35 1726 
Roda JC Kerk 1710 3 4 28 1723 
Willem I Til 199 3 7 33 2221 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
FIRST DIVISION 
— JANUARY 15 — 


.3 Omagh Town..3 


Bangor..... Glenavon ... 
Cliftonville .....1 Portadown . 
Coleraine . «3 Carrick... 
Distillery . -4 Ballyclare . 
Glentoran.. ~1 Ballymena......1 
Linfield... 

Newry.....--...0.4 

Portadown 1914 4 1 52 1246 
Linfield 1814 2 2 43 1444 
Glenavon 1814 1 3 45 1943 
Crusaders 1813 2 3 38 1641 
Cliftonville 18 8 5 530 1929 
Coleraine 198 5 6 29 2929 
Distillery 188 4 6 30 2528 
Bangor 189 1 8 31 3328 
Glentoran 186 4 8 27 2522 
Omagh Town 19 5 3 1124 4118 
Ards 185 2 1137 4317 
Ballymena 194 4 1124 4516 
Ballyclare 194 41121 4216 
Carrick 18 3 5 1028 4814 
Larne 183 4 1122 3913 
Newry 171 4129 40 7 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aston Villa 
Everton.. 
Leeds .. 
Man City 
Norwich. 
Oldham.. -0 Liverpool . 
Sheff United....1 Blackburn 
Southampton...1 Coventry.. 


Tottenham.......0 Man United . 

Wimbledon .....2 Sheff Wed... 

QP Rangers ....1 Newcastle 
DIVISION ONE 

Barnsley. 1 Bristol City ....1 

Derby... 1 Portsmouth.... 

Grimsby. 

Millwall .. 


Peterborough...2 West Brom.....0 
Watford .... 
Wolverham 


Leicester . 

Sunderland. 

Tranmere ........1 Nott Forest.....2 
DIVISION TWO 

Barnet.. ..0 Huddersfield ..1 


Brighton .........3 Bournemouth .3 
Bristol Rovers..2 Cardiff... 
Burnley......... ..0 Bradford 
Exeter .. 


0 Plymouth....... 
DIVISION THREE 


Darlington 
Lincoln .... ae 
Mansfield........ 
Northampto: 


Preston .... 
Shrewsbury ..... 
Torquay -1 Chesterfield 
Walsall... -1 Rochdale... 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
LEAGUE 
Altrincham ..... 3 Merthyr ......... 0O 


-0 Telford.... 
-0 Bromsgrove... 
Halifax............ 1 Runcorn 
Kidderminster.2 Yeovil... 
Macclesfield ....1 Woking. 
Northwich.......3 Welling. 
Slough 
(Pools Panel assessed results) 
Exeter v Stockport - home win 
Northampton v Scunthorpe - 
away win 
St Johnstone v Motherwell - 
away win 
Airdrieonians v Morton - home 


win 
SCOTTISH PREMIER DIVISION 
Geltiet Ns f.ses-% 0 Aberdeen........ 0 


(bandoned after 61 minutes 
because of fog) 


Dundee .. 

Hearts. -1 Partick... 0 

Kilmarnock.....0 Hibernian 3 

Raith ... -O0 Dundee Utd....2 
is 


St Johnstone. 


SCOTTISH DIVISION ONE 
Airdrieonians..p Morton . 
Brech 2 Stirling... 
Clyde 0 Dunfermline ..2 

(abandoned at halftime because 


.p Motherwell .... 


Dumbarton. 
Falkirk 
St Mirren 
(abandoned after 30 minutes - 
fog) 

SCOTTISH DIVISION TWO 
Meadowbank ...1 East Stirling...1 
Moatrose......... 1 Queen’s Park ..2 
Queen of South1 Forfar............ ti) 


Scottish Football Association Cup 
first round replay 


Huntly ............ 5 Albion ........... 3 
(Huntly play Stranraer in second 
round) 


Second Round 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Man United 2618 7 1 53 2361 
Blackburn 2414 6 4 34 1948 
Newcastle 2513 6 6 44 2345 
Arsenal 2612 9 5 30 1345 
Leeds 251110 4 38 2643 
Liverpool 25117 7 42 3140 
Norwich 2410 8 6 37 2738 
Sheff Wed 26 9 10 7 46 3537 
Aston Villa 2410 7 7 29 2637 
QPR 2510 6 9 39 3336 
West Ham 269 7 1022 3234 
Wimbledon 248 8 8 27 3332 
Coventry 247 10 7 26 2831 
Ipswich 247 10 7 22 2731 
Tottenham 267 9 1034 3230 
Everton 268 4 1428 3728 
Chelsea 246 7 1122 2925 
Sheffield Utd 26 4 101221 3922 
Manr City 244 91120 3021 
Southampton 256 3 1624 3621 
Oldham 254 7 1419 4419 
Swindon 26 2 101426 6016 


ENGLISH DIVISION ONE 


Crystal Palace 2514 4 7 43 2946 
Millwall 2613 7 637 2846 
Tranmere 2613 6 7 37 2945 
Charlton 2513 6 6 32 2245 
Leicester 2512 7 6 44 2943 
Derby 2513 3 9 41 3742 
Wolver 261011 5 41 2741 
Stoke 2612 5 9 36 3841 


Southend 2712 4 1143 
Nott Forest 24117 6 39 
Bristol City 2710 8 9 30 
Portsmouth 269 10 7 31 
Bolton 279 9 9 34 
Notts County 2610 3 1336 
Middlesbrough 24 8 9 7 32 
Sunderland 2510 3 1227 
Luton 258 5 1230 
Watford 267 6 1339 
Grimsby 25 5 12 8 29 
Birmingham 277 6 1429 
West Brom 266 7 1337 
Oxford 276 7 1431 
Barnsley 266 7 1330 


Peterborough 24 4 8 1220 
(hot Including Sunday's results) 


ENGLISH DIVISION TWO 


37 40 
29 40 
3138 
32 37 
3136 
47 33 
25 33 
33 33 
33 29 
52 27 
29 27 
43 27 
4425 
49 25 
43 25 
31 20 


Reading 2516 6 353 2654 
Plymouth 2413 6 5 45 3045 
Stockport 2313 5 539 2244 
Bristol R 2413 5 6 34 2744 
Burnley 2513 4 8 41 3043 
Port Vale 2412 6 6 42 2642 
Hull 2612 6 8 41 3642 
Brentford 2611 9 635 2442 
York 2611 6 935 2439 
Bradford 2511 6 8 35 3239 
Cambridge 2610 6 1038 3736 
Leyton Orient 269 8 9 32 3735 
Blackpool 2610 3 1340 48 33 
Bournemouth 23 8 8 7 27 2732 
Wrexham 248 6 1038 4030 
Huddersfield 247 7 1025 3128 
Cardiff 236 9 8 36 4027 
Swansea 23 7 6 1026 3327 
Rotherham 246 7 1132 4025 
Exeter 226 7 9 32 4325 
Brighton 25 5 101026 3825 
Fulham 26 6 5 1525 3823 
Hartlepool 265 5 1621 4020 
Barnet 242 4 1824 5310 
ENGLISH DIVISION THREE 
Crewe 2314 6 3 49 3148 
Preston 2312 6 5 53 3742 
Shrewsbury 2312 6 5 39 2842 
Walsall 2412 6 6 32 2642 
Wycombe 2311 8 4 43 3441 
Torquay 249 11 4 38 3138 
Chester 2211 4 7 36 2537 
Bury 2310 5 8 36 2935 
Scunthorpe 239 8 6 35 2035 
Rochdale 229 6 7 36 2233 
Colchester 239 4 039 4631 
Carlisle 247 9 8 31 2630 
Chesterfield 229 3 1031 3730 
Lincoln 218 4 9 32 3728 
Scarborough 248 4 1228 3628 
Gillingham 237 7 9 27 3028 
Doncaster 24 8 3 1326 3927 
Mansfield 23 7 6 1025 3527 
Darlington 245 7 1229 4122 
Hereford 23 5 5 1331 4620 
Wigan 224 6 1228 4418 
Northampton 23 2 6 1523 4712 
SCOTTISH PREMIER DIVISION 
Rangers 2713 9 5 46 2935 
Aberdeen 261112 3 34 1934 
Hibernian 2712 8 7 40 2932 
Motherwell 2513 6 6 34 2532 
Celtic 269 10 7 31 2428 
Dundee Utd 26 8 12 6 29 2528 
Kilmarnock 27 8 11 8 22 2727 
Partick 278 9 1031 3625 
Hearts 27 6 111020 28 23 
St Johnstone 245 9 1020 3119 
Raith 25 4 101125 4218 
Dundee 27 4 5 1823 4013 
SCOTTISH DIVISION ONE 
Dunfermline 2416 3 5 59 2235 
Falkirk 2513 8 4 45 2534 
Airdrie 2414 5 5 40 24 33 
Clydebank 2611 7 8 37 2929 
Hamilton 2510 8 7 35 3328 
St Mirren 25115 9 34 3227 
Stirling 2510 5 1030 3625 
Ayr 268 9 9 22 3025 
Dumbarton 268 6 1231 3622 
Clyde 256 5 1423 3717 
Morton, 243 9 1223 4415 
Brechin 27 4 41918 4912 
SCOTTISH DIVISION TWO 
Stranraer 2215 3 4 39 2033 
Alloa 2110 7 4 24 1727 
Meadowbank 218 8 5 32 2724 
Queen Of Sth 2110 3 8 44 2823 
East Fife 2110 3 8 37 3023 
Stenhouse 1910 3 6 29 2223 
Forfar 218 5 8 30 2721 
Berwick 206 8 6 31 2620 
Arbroath 218 4 9 30 3920 
East Stirling 226 6 1030 3918 
Queen’s Park 226 6 1027 4518 
Montrose 206 3 1126 3615 
Albion 214 6 1119 3114 
Cowdenbeath 20 4 5 1124 3513 
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Marseille scrape draw 


=e FRANCE == 


PARIS ST GERMAIN 1 
MARSEILLE 1 


Marseille had defender Jocelyn 
Angloma sent off midway through the 
second half but held French league 
leader Paris Saint-Germain to a 1-1 
draw. 

The club from the capital went ahead 
through international midfielder 
Vincent Guerin in the 10th minute, but 
the European champion equalised with 
a strike by German forward Rudi 
Voeller after 13 minutes, 

PSG, whose 36 points put it four 
ahead of second-placed Marseille, set 
the early pace and Guerin’s goal came 
from a brilliant pass by striker David 
Ginola. 

Marseille’s swift riposte stemmed 
from a cross by Brazilian Anderson Da 
Silva, 

It then thwarted any attempt by the 
Parisians to regain the lead. 

Angloma was shown the red card 
following a second bookable offence 22 
minutes after the interval, but PSG did 
not manage to exploit its numerical 
advantage in front of a 48,000 home 
crowd. 

Fears of violence remained strong 
before the match between the arch- 
rivals but no incidents were reported 
during the game, officials said. 

“My favourites for the title are Paris 
Saint-Germain,” Marseille chairman 
Berard Tapie said. 

“But we will chase them.” 


FRANCE: LEADING 
GOALSCORERS 


13 - Youri Djorkaeff (Monaco), 
Nicolas Ouedec (Nantes) 

10 - David Ginola (Paris St Germain), 
Franck Priou (Cannes), Henk Vos 


PORTUGAL ROUND-UP 


Portuguese First Division leader Benfica ended Guimaraes’s 
unbeaten home league record this seasdn with a 2-1 beating. 
Sporting stayed in second place with a 2-0 home win over 


a. 

Benfica went ahead in the 35th minute when midfielder Vitor 
Paneira met a low pass from Joao Pinto and struck the ball past 
advancing Guimaraes goalkeeper Fernando Brassard. 


(Sochaux) 

9 - Christophe Cocard (Auxerre), 
Didier Tholot (Martigues) 

8 - Roger Boli (Lens), David Zitelli 
(Metz) 

7 - Aliojsa Asanovic (Montpellier), 
Alain Caveglia (Sochaux), Mustapha El 
Hadaoui (Angers), George Weah (Paris 
St Germain) 


NANTES 4 
BORDEAUX 1 

Bordeaux’s outside chances of the 
title took a hammering as the team 
from the south-western port crashed 4- 
1 in Nantes. 

Bordeaux had Dutch midfielder 
Richard Witschge sent off for a crude 
tackle in the second half of a match the 
team will want to forget as quickly as 
possible. 

Nicolas Ouedec, Japhet N’Doram 
and Jean-Michel Ferri added further 
goals in the second period before 
Bordeaux grabbed a !ast-minute 
consolation goal through Laurent 
Croci. 


FRANCE: ROUND-UP 


Auxerre, which is fourth, beat Metz 
2-0 with both goals coming from 
striker Christophe Cocard. 

But Monaco, which started the day 
fifth, dropped three places after a shock 
2-1 home defeat to Montpellier. 

Monaco, whose excellent form in 
the European Cup this season as the 
replacement team for banned Marseille 
has been a sharp contrast to its 
indifferent league showings, went two 
down in the second half after an Aliojsa 
Asanovic penalty and a goal from 
Fabien Lefevre. 

The home side made a late effort to 
get back into the game when German 
striker Juergen Klinsmann reduced the 
arrears two minutes from time but it 


was not enough. 


\ 


It was the first goal Guimaraes had conceded at home this 


season. 


‘An embarrassing mix-up between defender Basilio Marques 
and his goalkeeper just before halftime gave Benfica a second 
goal, Brazilian striker Ailton heading the ball over the stranded 


Brassard, 


Benfica were reduced to 10 men three minutes from time 
when midfielder Vitor Paneira was sent off for two bookable 


offences. 


Guimaraes scored a consolation goal in injury time after 
Bosnian striker Dane Kupresanin was fouled in the penalty area 
by Brazilian defender Carlos Mozer. Tunisian striker Ahmed 


Ziad scored from the spot. 


Sporting’s goals, both in the first half, came from Bulgarian 
Krassimire Balakov and Pole Andzej Juskowiak. 


PORTUGAL FIRST DIVISION 


Benfica 16710 4a) 
Sporting 16510» .35-5 
Porto Tite | LO ete 
Boavista 16RD eee 
Guimaraes 1Sey  4L A 
Gil Vicente 166 6 4 
Salgueiros 15 8 ee 6 
EstrelaAma 16 6 Sea) 
Maritimo 16 6 Srewis' 
Pacos Ferreira 16 5 5-6 
Belenenses 16 6 Sra 
Farense 16 7 (orn) 
Beira Mar 15 4 S) 
Braga 16 3 5. 8 
Uniao Madeiral6 4 39 
Famalicao 16 4 ape 
Setubal 15 4 wee) 
Estoril TSize eae! 
24 


36 
26 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION RESULTS 


AEK 
Athinaikos 
Kalamaria 
Edessaikos 
Panathinaikos 
Panionios 
PAOK 
Aris 
Xanthi 
16 26 AEK “at 20 
1 23 Panathinaikos 20 
10 20 Aris : 20 
15 20 Olympiakos 20 
9 18 PAOK 20 
20 18 Traklis 20 
3 017 OF 19 
icy Cast Levadiakos 20 
21 «417 Doxa | 20 
18 15 eee a 
anionios 
on a Apollon 20 
10. it Kalamaria 20 
ipl Larissa 20 
2 1 Edessaikos 20 
30 11 Athinaikos 20 
23 «10 Panahaiki 20 
ww 8 Naoussa 20 


—= ITALIAN: SERIE A RESULTS —— 


Atalanta 2 (Codispoti 45th minute, Rambaudi 54th) Torino 2 
(Silenzi 41st, Poggi 72nd). Attendance 25,000 

Genoa 0 Milan 0. 40,000 

Inter 3 (Sosa 18th, Jonk 31st, Bergkamp 88th) Foggia 1 (Di Biagio 
85th). 50,000 

Juventus 0 Roma 0. 40,000 

Lazio 2 (Di Matteo 45th, Cravero 50th) Reggiana 0. 1-0. 40,000 
Napoli 2 (Fonseca 4th and 11th - penalty) Cremonese 1 (Gualco 
79th). 35,000 

Piacenza 2 (Piovani 30th, Ferrante 61st) Sampdoria 1 (Lombardo 
84th - penalty). 18,000 

Udinese 1 (Branca 32nd) Cagliari 1 (Dely Valdez 61st). 15,000 


=—<= ITALY: SERIEA TABLE == 

AC Milan 10S OT SL 20mans, 28 
Juventus 1929 7 ns sea Na a 
Sampdoria Geet 3. 5) eat ee 
Parma iy Sse iy Teh 72) 
Lazio IQUS RT) wed TOS 25s 
Internazionle 19 8 6 5S 25 17 22 
Napoli 1900S SeG MOO 2 eel 
Torino 195 1Gees MEGrn ge o19 2! 
Roma 155: = OW Seana nlite 19, 
Foggia (2s SE ee TS 
Cremonese LORROIEP Oo Jp eec ieee 20% 18 
Cagliari 1906 7 easel. 18 
Piacenza TOMSREAT. 7 Gyec2s © TT 
Genoa iO) a7 Saeelas 238 eS 
Atalanta 19pcd) of LS ee SS emepLO. 
Udinese 193) Se Selene sy es 1A: 
Reggiana Toa) 6 8 Co mliee23e mele 
Lecce 19 =i ATS sik 36 


2 Sans 
Ruud Guilit now playing for Sampdorla 


=== SPANISH: ROUND-UP ——= 


Barcelona’s Brazilian striker Romario, hat-trick hero of 
Jast week’s 5-0 rout of Real Madrid, turned villain when he 
was sent off after only 14 minutes on the field as the 
champions were held 0-0 by Sevilla. 

Romario was given his marching orders for punching 
Sevilla’s Argentine international Diego Simeone in a clash 
for the ball after a Barcelona free kick into the Sevilla 
penalty area. 

Barcelona’s slip boosted league leader Deportivo Coruna, 
which underlined the strength of its bid for its first ever title 
with an impressive 3-1 away win over Valencia. 

Sporting revived its hopes of at least a place in Europe 
next 

year with a 7-1 home annihilation of hapless Osasuna of 
Pamplona. 

Real Madrid, reeling from its humiliation by Barcelona, 
managed a 3-2 home win over Zaragoza thanks to two 
second-half penalties. 


SPANISH FIRST DIVISION: RESULTS 


Sporting Gijon 7 (Escaich 6th minute, 44th, 58th, 64th, 
Ablanedo 11th, Stanic 38th, 40th) Osasuna 1 (Ziober 46th). 
Attendance 16,200 

Sevilla 0 Barcelona 0. 42,700 

Real Madrid 3 (Butragueno 1ith, Michel both penalty, 
75th, 82nd). Real Zaragoza 2 (Higuera 9th, 90th). 63,500 

Tenerife 2 (Castillo 31st, Chano 87th) Athletic Bilbao 1 
(Guerrero 85th). 21,200 

Real Sociedad 1 (Kodro 31st) Albacete 1 (Nilson 83rd). 1- 
0. 13,000 

Lerida 0 Racing Santander 0. 8,400 

Logrones 2 (Juanma 60th, Lewandowski 83rd) Real 
Oviedo 2 (Maqueda 18th, Jokanovic 31st). 9,000 

Rayo Vallecano 2 (Visnjic 10th, Onesimo 4st) Atletico 
Madrid 1 (Kosecki 49th). 12,600 

Celta 1 (Andrijasevic 55th) Real Valladolid 2 (Alberto 
19th, Inaqui 83rd). 16,000 

Velencia (Galvez 51st) Deportivo Coruna 3 (Mauro Silva 
53rd, Bebeto 75th, Claudio 86th). 37,200 


=——— SPANISH TABLE === 


Deportivo C 1912 5) eb vie Onae 29) 
Barcelona (ey iG) Zi cba ER Ge 
Sporting Gijon 19 11 2 6 30 21 24 
Real Madrid 19 10 3 6 29 24 23 
Athletic Bilbao 19 9 4 6 31 23 22 
Sevilla GING ee), SaaS all 
Albacete 19 5 10 4 25a 20) 
Racing Santander 19 8 4 7 19ea 17820) 
Real Sociedad 19 7 6 6 24 25 20 
Real Oviedo 10MGe 7 One eet 1 
Valencia UE)! Scat meee eel, a) 
Atletico Madrid 19 5 8 6 29 25 18 
Real Zaragoza 19 7 4 8 30 PS 
Tenerife 1D, 7. She epee 23 53 to) Ly: 
Rayo Vallecano 19 7 3 9 265 35h dig) 
Celta 1G2SoeOn PSR Ghe 235 6 
Logrones 19) 4 ovis ease 15 
Real Valladolid 19 4 6 9 i4 26 14 
Lerida 153 eo Siem tERl0 42458 il 
Osasuna 1945 3 ie sate 11) 


Real boss 
won't quit 


speculation that the Spanish Cup 


1 Larissa 0 
0 Panahaiki 0 
4 Doxa 0 
1 _Levadiakos 2 
2 Iraklis 0 
3. Apollon as Real Madrid’s president Ramon 
1 Olympiakos il Mendoza scotched rumours that he 
2. Naoussa 1 was about to resign from the 
2 OF! 1 a aa Spanish First Division 
club. 
“J met the team yesterday and told 
TABLE them I was not going to resign. I am 
not a coward. I have not thrown in 
15 3 ee LSS the towel in nine or 10 years and I am 
[Bie Siena = 22MARAZ not going to in the little time left,” 
Ai Siete es) 1S said Mendoza. 
LO tps) = 37 He gave his support to coach 
Si aes 4 29 19 32 Benito Floro, back in the firing line 
F! joc6 eb mme3) « SPO after Real was trounced 5-0 away by 
aos 62 36 suas 425 arch-rival Barcelona in last weekend’s 
8 5 7 27 28 29 league match, bringing back bitter 
memories of its nightmare start to the 
7 SiS 22)? 33026, season. 
6 Go A882" 38) ae Mendoza brushed aside suggestions 
(See ME OV Sih es) that Real was suffering its worst 
Sj 7 SteemlOn 023i o 22. soccer crisis ever. 
5) Gem? 30 ae ll “] think the team deserves more 
5. 6 CRP ea respect. I have seen Real win 5-0 
ue 1 28 0«(39)—t(21 against Barcelona. Results should not 
be magnified in this way,” he said. 
5 6 Die Sao pe 2t Rumours that Mendoza would step 
Dean WOO Oe down before the expiry of his 
3 1 16 23 «51 10 
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mandate in April next year were rife 
during the week, with some 


game against Atletico Madrid last 
week would be decisive. 


SPANISH FIRST 
DIVISION 


DEPORTIVO 3 
VALENCIA 1 


Spanish league leader Deportivo La 
Coruna put its midweek exit from the 
Spanish Cup behind it last weekend 
with a 3-1 victory over a 10-man 
Valencia side. 

A goal down to the home side after 
only six minutes, Deportivo’s Mauro 
Silva soon cancelled out Galvez’s 
opening strike. 

But it needed Valencia defender 
Camarasa to be sent off after an hour 
before the visitors really took a grip 
of the game. Brazilian goal ace 
Bebeto brilliantly converted a free 
Kick on the left of the Valencian goal 
after 75 minutes and Claudio sealed 
victory with four minutes left. 


ve 


a 


THE POOLS RESULTS HISTORY AT 


- WEEK 443 WEEK 15/1/94 WEEK 442 
SAT. 22ND JANUARY, 1994 
[ROOF TWES EXCHNUMEEROCCORED TOF WES HINER OCCURED 


offs fafs asf] [fb 


sedof sf 
BEPPEEe Eh BEB REEE EPR 
PEPEECCEL LL BERRERREL 


Results History is from Week 38, the start of six from 38 Pools 


8 


Pools Quick Pick 


EST BROM. M ESU LTS 


zp ANSEA : WEEK 442 
CH 


Winning Match Numbers (in numerical order): 
9, 10, 18, 24, 27, 30. 


SAT. 15th JANUARY, 1994 Shiniuinentaty Humbenk: 
ASTON VILLA WEST HAM TS 
TON Z R RESULTS AND TABLES 


JANCHESTER C. ARSENA 
OLDHAM LIVERPOOL 


; SHEFFIELD UTD. BLACKBURN [6 | : Sus ae nt 
SOUTHAMPTON COVENTRY __ {7 | ; gui pegs 
: FHIELD WED. [5 ge ole oe 
: : La eee 
b Fg : 23 BS 
< : Bib ue ee 
8 : Be DulBuan aie he 
zh : Bip sh eB 
: F 132 PD RERE 
8 ILLINGHAM WALSALL 2 PETERBORO WEST BRON. (14) t enous orvision Two 
a |HEREFORD CREWE & WATFORD BIRMINGHAM _ [75] 4333 584 
R|ROCHDALE TORQUAY OLVES CRYSTALP. __|16| : Bue gee o 
i BcABB Ono MANSFIELD BARNET HUDDERSFIELD _[17| : aniPeea 
ISCUNTHORPE COLCHESTER BRIGHTON BOURNEMOUTH sue 2 3 2 
IGAN A. BURY BRISTOLR. CARDIFF ao 8) 8 
COMBE NORTHAMPTON = BURNLEY BRADFORD c. 120 Bos PF 
RESERVE MATCHES : R STOCKPORT : ue 
ULHAM HULL 22 ae 
UXTON KNOWSLEY UTD. % HARTLEPOOL CAMBRIDGE U. _|23] SP 
ROYLSDEN _CHORLEY = LEYTON O. READING BiG 
GAINSBORO PORT VALE BLACKPOOL 
WREXHAM BRENTFORD 
RANGER: YORK PLYMOUTH 
DUNDEE U. BURY DONCASTER 4 
RAITH COLCHESTER HEREFORD 
KILMARNOCK CREWE SCARBORO 
MOTHERWELL DARLINGTON GILLINGHAM 
IST. JOHNSTONE HIBERNIAN INCO WYCOMBE 
ATROR BRECHIN ANSFIELD CARLISLE 
AYR STIRLING A. ORTHAMPTON SUNTHORP 
DUMBARTON CLYDE PRESTON WIGAN A. 


DUNFERMLINE CLYDEBANK CHESTER 


CHESTERFIELD 


* DIADORA LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 
+ SCOTTISH DIVISION 2 _, SCOTLAND orvisioN ove 


BRRE 


RESULTS AND DIVIDEND 
HOTLINES 
, Phone: 0055 33111 Australia, Wide. Or, Sydney (02) 
11520; Melbourne (03) 11521; Brisbane (07) 11699; 
Adelaide (08) 11521; Perth (09) 11520. 
Results are available from 8pm. Sundays, dividends 
after 5pm Mondays. 


RISPRBRRRR 
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UEFA’s new technical director on his plans to streamline European coaching 


Fallen Scot to raise standards 


When UEFA declared 
that they intended to 
appoint a technical director 
to run a think-tank for 
European football, few can 
have expected that the first 
incumbent would be 
Scottish. 

British football's world 
status reached an all-time 
low after none of the four 
UK national sides managed 
to qualify for the World 
Cup finals. Andy Roxburgh 
was in charge of the 
Scottish effort to make it 
to the United States, but 
resigned as manager after a 
1-1 draw with Switzerland 
in September made World 
Cup qualification 
impossible. Yet instead of 
Vilification as a reward for 
failure, Roxburgh has a 
plum new job in 
Berne. He is the 
man UEFA have 
chosen to 
Mastermind the 
development of the 
coaching side of 
European football. 

The explanation 
probably ties in the 
fact that his 
reputation and standing is 
higher in the rest of Europe 
than it is back at home. 
Around the continent he 
has long been known as 
one of  football’s 
intellectuals. For some 
years he has sat on UEFA’s 
technical committee and 
has been centrally involved 
in the development of 
training programmes 
around Europe. 

Arrigo Sacchi, the 
current Italian national 
team manager and 
architect of the great Milan 
side of the late 1980s, 
studied at Roxburgh’s 


DISCOUNTED RETURN 


sessions. So did 
Fabio Capello, the 
present Milan 
manager. Sacchi 
has since said that 
he took the idea 
of pressing — the 
denial of space to 
opponents in 
every part of the 
pitch — from Roxburgh’s 
classes. References don’t 
come much better than 
that. 

Roxburgh’s new job will 
give him ample 
opportunity to indulge his 
interest in the theory and 
att of football. Aside from 
monitoring European club 
competitions and 
organising the European 
Youth Championships, one 
of his first tasks will be to 


"TJ think of the 
Dutch as the 
Brazilians of 
European fo 


Britain, coaching tends to 
be treated as a threat to 
creativity.” Through the 
coaching licence, Roxburgh 
hopes to raise the general 
standard and 
professionalism of 
European coaching to 
somewhere approaching 
the Italian and German 
models. And for anyone 
arguing that good players 
don’t need telling how to 
play, he has a cautionary 
tale: “I remember 
speaking to the chief 
of the Italian 
National coaching 
centre after Italy 
had won the World 
Cup in Spain in 


otball" 1982. 


He told me; ‘We 


- Andy Roxburgh Won that by design, 


develop a European 
coaching licence which will 
act as a common point of 


reference for those 
devising training 
programmes around 
Europe. 


However, it will not be 
easy. “In Germany and 
Ttaly they accept that the 
better trained your 
managers and coaches, the 
better it will be for the 
development of your 
football,” Roxburgh 
explained. “As a result 
their systems are much 
more structured and 
exacting than elsewhere. In 


not chance. After a 
lean period We created the 
coaching centre and began 
to learn what .we could 
from other countries and 
increase the levels of 
football education and 
training. Italy thought, as 
well as played, their way to 
that triumph’, That’s what 
coaching should be about 
— not relying on chance 
alone.” 

But Roxburgh is anxious 
to dispel any suggestion 
that he will be handing out 
instructions from Berne on 
how the game should be 
played. Exchange of ideas 
is the plan. And what 


“European 


Andy Roxburgh: chosen by UEFA to mastermind a coaching think tank. Graham 


Roxburgh wants to 
promote is the very 
opposite of “formula 
football”, in which the 
game is reduced to a set 
pattern which all sides try 
to imitate. 

“Look at the very top of 
the European game,” he 
said. “The three major 
powers in 
international football are 
Italy, Germany and the 
Netherlands. They play in 
totally different ways. 


a 


Taylor came a close second. 


“The Italians play a 
system that tries to 
combine pragmatism with 
Latin flair. Their manager 
plays a straightforward 4- 
4-2 system which, when 
they defend, means 
structured pressuring 
football, organised on the 
field by Franco Baresi. 
When they get the ball, 
however, they become a 
different team relying on 
individual flair and 
invention.” 


“The Germans take a 
completely different 
approach, using the 
sweeper system and 
creating a five-man 
‘cradle’ in defence which 
ensures that as a side they 
very rarely get beaten. 
And when they attack, the 
emphasis is very much on 
collective passing 
movements rather than 
individual play.” 

Roxburgh’s particular 
favourites are the Dutch: “I 


SPECIALISTS 


think of them as the 
Brazilians of European 
football,” he said. “Their 
system is designed for 
flexibility and attacking 
play. Of all European 
Teams they are the ones 
who give themselves most 
options going forward. But 
defensively they struggle 
because their system is 


geared towards the 
creation of attacking 
opportunities.” 


Roxburgh refuses to be 
drawn on which of the 
three teams is most likely 
to bring the World Cup to 
Europe next July. “They 
tun such different risks,” he 
said. “For instance Italy’s 
pressing game must 
incorporate an offside trap 
which may be sprung. The 
important point is this 
variety of styles at the very 
top of the European game. 
that’s what I want to 
promote at UEFA.” 

But football will always 
be an unpredictable sport 
rather than a science. The 
former Scotland manager 
is still trying to understand 
the astonishing double 
collapse of France at home 
to Israel and Bulgaria 
which led to their World 
Cup elimination. 

“France are a well- 
organised side with 
extremely talented 
players,” he said. “It was 
bizarre — two last-minute 
goals in successive games. 
And what on earth made 
France try to score in the 
ist minute against 
Bulgaria, which led to 
them giving the ball away 
and conceding the winner? 
The way it happened was 
something no coach should 
legislate for.” 


SENIOR CITIZENS FARES (60yrs and over) TO EUROPE 


26 
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From 16 JAN to 28 FEB $1320 
to ATHENS and LARNACA $1220 


—-—-—-—:—FOR THE BEST DISCOUNTS IN TOWN CONTACT —:-—:—:—:— 


ALFA 


1-9 GLEBE POINT RD., GLEBE = 660-5756 


Walker's great 


ENGLISH 
PREMIER 
LEAGUE 
ROUND-UP 


EVERTON 6 
SWINDON 2 


Everton gave’ new 
manager Mike Walker a 
dream start to his 
Premiérship career at 
Goodison Park by 
thrashing Swindon 6-2. 

Tony Cottee scored a 
hat-trick and the 
Merseyside crowd gave 
Walker their vocal support 
both before and after a 
memorable victory over 
the Premiership’s bottom 
club. 

Walker, who joined 
Everton last week after 
failing to agree to a new 
contract with Norwich, 
only had to wait five 
minutes before John 
Ebbrell opened the scoring 
with a rising shot. 

Cottee made it 2-0 at 
half-time but Swindon hit 
back with early second half 
goals from John Moncur 
and Paul Bodin to make it 
all square before Everton 
went into overdrive. 

Cottee struck in the 84th 
and 89th minutes to bring 
his tally to 15 for the 
season, while Gary Ablett 
and Peter Beagrie got the 
Test. 


SPURS 0 
MAN UTD 1 
There -was less good 


Premier League 


22 Tan Wright (Arsenal) 


Division One 


ENGLAND LEADING 
GOALSCORERS 


29 Andy Cole (Newcastle) 
23 Alan Shearer (Blackburn) 


21 Sean McCarthy (Oldham, 21 for Bradford) 
19 Mark Stein (Chelsea, 13 for Stoke) 
18 Keith Scott (Swindon, 14 for Wycombe) 


19 Stan Collymore (Nottingham Forest) 
16 John McGinlay (Bolton) 

15 Chris Armstrong (Crytsal Palace) 

14 Steve Bull (Wolverhampton) 


news though for Walker’s 
son, Tan, who was 
Tottenham’s — stand-in 
goalkeeper as Spurs went 
down 1-0 to runaway 
Premiership leader 
Manchester United. 

Spurs, who have now 
won only three of their 13 
games at White Hart Lane 
this season, were overrun 
by Alex Ferguson’s side, 
who remain 13 points clear 
at the top and unbeaten in 
26 matches. 

Welsh international 
Mark Hughes got the 
winner in the 49th minute, 
his 13th goal of the season. 

Walker, replacing Erik 
Thorstvedt, who was on 
duty with Norway, had to 
make an important save in 
the very first minute from 
Ryan Giggs as United went 
straight on the attack. 


NORWICH 1 
CHELSEA 1 


Mike Walker’s old club 
was also struggling, 
salvaging a 1-1 draw with 
Chelsea at Carrow Road 
after Mark Stein had 
scored his sixth goal in six 
games for the Blues. Efan 
Ekoku grabbed the 
equaliser soon after the re- 
start. 

Norwich may have 
dropped a coupte of points 
but there was consolation 
for new boss John Deehan 
who also got the vocal 
backing of the City fans. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
RESULTS & SCORERS 


Aston Villa 3 (Richardson 15th, Atkinson 43rd, 68th) 
West Ham 1 (Allen 30th). Attendance: 28,869 

Everton 6 (Ebbrell 4th, Cottee 42nd, 84th, 89th pen, 
Ablett 71st, Beagrie 90th) Swindon 2 (Moncur 55th, 


Bodin 61st). 20,546 
Leeds 0 Ipswich 0. 31,317 


Manchester City 0 Arsenal 0. 25,642 
Norwich | (Ekoku 59th) Chelsea 1 (Stein 42nd), 19,472 
Oldham 0 Liverpool 3 (Dicks 47th, Fowler 53rd, 


Redknapp 80th), 14,573 


Sheffield United 1 (Scott 18th) Blackburn 2 (Shearer 


38th, 64th). 19,124 


Southampton 1 (LeTissier 44th) Coventry 0.12,397 
Tottenham 0 Manchester United 1 (Hughes 49th). 


31,343 


Wimbledon 2 (Ardley 12th, Fashanu 42nd) Sheffield 
Wednesday 1 (Pearce 67th). 5,536 


SHEFF UTD 1 
BLACKBURN 2 

England striker Alan 
Shearer continued his 
excellent form by getting 
both of Blackburn Rovers’ 
goals as they beat Sheffield 
United 2-1. 

Shearer rattled the ball 
home unmarked from 10 
yards to make it all square 
in the 38th minute after 
Andy Scott had given the 
home side a shock lead. 

But Shearer struck again 
in the 64th minute, his 23rd 
so far, to earn Kenny 
Dalgliesh maximum points 
and keep Rovers second in 
the table. 


MAN CITY 0 
ARSENAL 0 
Arsenal had to settle for 
a goalless draw at Maine 
Road against Manchester 
City. 


A VILLA 3 
WEST HAM 1 

Keith Richardson put 
Aston Villa 1-0 up at home 
against West Ham but it 
needed Dalian Atkinson to 
keep them ahead in the 
first half after Martin Allen 
had pulled one back for the 
London side. 

Atkinson made it 3-1 for 
Villa in the second half with 
his 12th of the season, 
powering through the 
middle and blasting the ball 
into the roof of the net. 


EVERTON, NORWICH 
AND SOUTHAMPTON 


Three clubs made 
successful starts under new 
management last weekend. 

The spotlight will be on 
Everton, Norwich and 
Southampton who have all 
undergone changes at the 
top in the last few days. 

Mike Walker, who left 
Norwich last week, made 
his official bow as Everton 
manager last week, beting 
Swindon 6-2. New Norwich 
boss John Deehan was in 
charge against Chelsea for 
the first time since being 


WIMBLEDON 2 

SHEFF WED 1 
Wimbledon got sweet 
revenge for their midweek 
League Cup defeat by 
Sheffield Wednesday at 


© 


Selhurst Park. Neil Ardley 
opened the scoring with a 
20-yard drive and John 
Fashanu made it 2-0 with a 
bullet header. 

Andy Pearce pulled one 
back in the second half but 
there was no keeping 
Wednesday from only their 
second defeat in 22 
matches. 


SOUTHAMPTON 1 
COVENTRY 0 


Struggling Southampton, 
freed of unpopular 
manager Jan Branfoot in 
midweek, boosted their 
chances of survival with a 
1-0 victory over Coventry 
City. 

Matthew Le. Tissier 
converted a 44th minute 
penalty after Ian Dowie 
was fouled by Phil Babb in 
the box. 


OLDHAM 0 
LIVERPOOL 3 

There was also good 
news for’Liverpool, who 
were 3-0 winners at 
Oldham, while Ipswich 
earned a point with a 
Boalless draw against Leeds 
at Elland Road. 


appointed as Walker’s 
Carrow Road successor. 
Norwich drew 1-1. Lew 
Chatterley and John 
Mortimore emerged from 
backroom roles to take 


caretaker charge of 
Southampton, who beat 
Coventry 1-0, while the 
Saints’ board consider a 
permanent replacement for 
Tan Branfoot, 

Former Southampton 
players Aian Ball, at 
Exeter and Peter Shilton, 
at Plymouth, have been 


start | Late Durie goal 


saves Rangers 


SCOTTISH 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
RANGERS 1 


DUNDEE 1 
A late goal from Gordon 


Durie rescued a 1-1 draw - 


for Glasgow Rangers at 
bottom club Dundee, 
sparing the champions’ 
blushes. 

Rangers had trailed from 
the 34th minute after 
Morten Wieghorst fired 
home from eight yards 
when John McQuillan’s 
left-footer rebounded to 
the Dane off a post. 


KILMARNOCK 0 
HIBS 3 
With Motherwell’s game 
at St Johnstone postponed 
because of a frozen pitch, 
Hibernian capitalised to 


boost their title hopes with 
a3-0 romp at Kilmamock. 

Three goals in five 
minutes during the second 
half catapulted the 


Edinburgh club into third 
place, three points behind 
Rangers. 


HEARTS 1 
P THISTLE 0 

Heart of Midlothian 
celebrated a fine afternoon 
for the Edinburgh clubs by 
easing their relegation 
worries with a 1-0 victory 
over fellow strugglers 
Partick Thistle. 

John Millar clinched 
victory in the 21st minute 
with an 18-yard strike, 
although Hearts should 
have won by a bigger 
margin. 

RAITH 0 
DUNDEE UTD 2 

Raith slipped further 
adrift in the relegation 
zone with a 2-0 home 
defeat by Dundee United, 
who were steered to 
victory by a great double 
from former Raith player 
Craig Brewster. 


SHEARER DENIES 
CHEAT CLAIM 


England striker Alan 
Shearer was accused of 
cheating after Blackburn 
beat Sheffield United 2-1, 

His opponents claimed 
Shearer, ‘who scored both 
Blackburn’s goals, misled 
the referee to get United 
captain Carl Bradshaw sent 
off‘in the final minute of a 
bad-tempered match for a 
wild lunge at the Rovers 


. Marksman. 


Shearer, who clashed 
with United manager Dave 


Bassett and some of his players as he left 
the pitch, said: “I saw Bradshaw coming a 
mile away and if I hadn’t jumped out of the 
way, I would be well on the way to hospital 


by now. 


“One or two players said that I had 
cheated or tried to con the referee, but 
that’s never been part of my game. 

“Bassett said I should have stood there 


Alan Shearer 


and let him take the bottom 
of my leg away from the top 
half, but | know what it is 
like to be seriously hurt and I 
don’t want to be seriously 
hurt again.” 

The United manager 
refused to attend the after- 
match press conference. He 
sent a message which read: 
“T'm not saying anything due 
to the heated nature of the 
game.” 

Bassett also told his 
players to say nothing, but 


midfielder Chris Kamara spoke out. “I 
think that everyone in the crowd saw that 
Shearer jumped out of the way and that’s 
the disappointing thing. If he had been 


caught by the tackle, it would have been 


different.” 


United striker Alan Cork was sent off 
for a second bookable offence, taking the 
tally of cautions in the match to seven. 


BEARDSLEY SENDS 
| NEWCASTLE 

THIRD FROM TOP 
VICTORIOUS NEW-LOOK AT 


both linked with that job 
On a permanent basis. 

Following Howard 
Kendall’s departure on 
December 4, Everton did 
not win any of their seven 
league matches under 
caretaker Jimmy Gabriel. 
They failed to score in six 
of those seven matches and 
claimed just one point 
from a possible 21. 

Even bottom club 
Swindon can boast a better 
recent record. But they 
have lost out on 
Norwegian international 
striker Jan Age Fjortolt, 
who has returned to 
Lillestrom after languishing 
in Swindon’s reserves 


Veteran striker Peter 
Beardsley netted a winner 
for Newcastle in a 2-1 
victory at Queens Park 
Rangers as Kevin 
Keegan’s team moved into 
third place in the English 
standings. 

Lee Clark fired 
Newcastle ahead after only 
four minutes at Loftus 
Road before Gary Penrice 
levelled for Rangers in the 
20th. 


= 
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But Beardsley, who 
tums 33 on Tuesday, fired 
the winner in the 67th 
minute after swapping 
passes with Andy Cole. 

Newcastle now has 45 
points from 25 games. 
Defending champion 
Manchester United leads 
the standings with 6] from 
26 and second place 
Blackburn has 48 from 24. 

A headed goal from 
Welsh striker Iwan Roberts 

a minute from the end 

gave Leicester a 2-1 

victory over Charlton 

and pushed the central 

English team to the top 

of the Division One 

standings. 
Leicester replaces 

Crystal Palace, which 

lost 2-0 at Wolves 


yesterday. 

In other Division 
One games, 
Nottingham Forest 


came from behind to 
win 2-1 at Tranmere 
and Sunderland downed 
ne BA hour 


Middlesbrough 2-1. 
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Arrogant Cruyff threw 
himself off his pedestal 


The entire football- 
loving public in the 
Netherlands is fully 
behind the decision of 


the Royal Dutch 
Football Association 
(KNVB) to break 


contact with Johan 
Cruyff and abandon 
attempts to reach an 
agreement about a 


In contrast to Pele, 
Cruyff did not turn out 
to be a real football 
ambassador 


by the time the World 
Cup draw took place. 
It said Cruyff’s 


Betrayal: Cruyff has only himself to blame. 


World Cup contract. 
The FA made up its 
mind after two years 
of talks failed to 
produce an agreement 


conditions were 
totally unreasonable. 
So Dick Advocaat 
will take charge of the 
Netherlands during the 


final stages — the man 
who started off badly 
in the qualifying group 
with a defeat against 
Norway and a draw 
against Poland, but 
who qualified for the 
lucrative finals in spite 
of the absence of stars 
like Marco van Basten 


and Ruud Gullit. 
It earned Advocaat 
respect and 


recognition as a man 
for whom the current 
international players 


will fight like 
gladiators. By 
contrast, Cruyff’s 
arrogant attitude has 
been slated. The 
commotion which 
followed in the 
Netherlands was 


nothing else but a 
feeling of betrayal. 

Antipathy against 
“The Phenomenon” 
appeared to be deep 
and bitter, remarkable 
in the light of Cruyff’s 
sparkling football 
career — although as a 
coach he never won a 
major trophy in his 
own country. 

After the clash with 
the Dutch FA, Cruyff 
was characterised as 
someone who tried to 
grasp all, but who lost 
all. In contrast to Pelé 
and Beckenbauer, 
Cruyff did not turn out 
to be a real football 
ambassador. 

He was blamed for 
wanting to take — 
again — rather than 
give. He has proved to 


be a bad example, 
especially since he 
owes his wealth and 
status entirely to 
football. It was no 
surprise that he was 
slaughtered by the 
public. Although 
(CTE Sli ae 
claimed that 
the whole 
matter has 
not caused 
him the 
slightest pain, 
his failure 
must have 
been an 
enormous 
setback. The 
Amsterdam- 
born star was 
in fact 
deeply hurt, 
but he has 
only himself 
to blame. 

Both as a 
player and 
coach, Johan 
Cruyff has 
& ¢ e¢ n 
audacious, 
But his 
creativity 
and talent 
for building 
up teams was 
often not 
understood. 
In this case it 
cost him the 
chance to 
take charge 
of the Dutch 
national 
team. 


Example: Franz Beckenbauer 


One phone call from 
Cruyff to Jos Staatsen, 
the KNVB president, 
would have been 
enough to set his 
signature. Cruyff, 
however, decided to 
stay imactive, just 
when his audacity was 
required. 

It was an enormous 
blow to most of the 
Dutch squad. Players 
like Brian Roy, 
Dennis Bergkamp 
Frank and Ronald de 
Boer, Marc Overmars 
and Peter van Vossen, 
as well as others like 
Rijkaard and Wouters, 
had been expressing a 
desire to work with 


him. 

Co-operating with a 
top-class coach would 
have motivated them, 
as well as boosted 


their 
values. 


own market 


Ambassador: Pele is still idolised. 


Cruyff will be 
reminded of his loss of 
prestige for many 
years. The once- 
magisterial footballer 
threw himself off the 


pedestal after 
everything he had 
brought to Dutch 
football and after 48 
caps for the 
Netherlands. 


Psychologists will 
one day to be able to 
work it all out. But 


WorldCup 


USA94 


% 


Blow: Dennis Bergkamp wanted Cruyff, but he'll have 


one thing is certainly 
clear: there is a great 
difference between the 
man and coach, and 
the businessman. Two 
individuals with no 
sign of symbiosis. 

Football in the 
Netherlands, as well as 
the national team who 
will go to America as 
one of the favourites, 
has had to pay a high 
price for that. 


to settle for Advocaat. 


YORATH STILL AVAILABLE 


Terry Yorath, still battling to stay in the race for the 
Welsh coach’s job, has yet again said he wants the post. 

Yorath’s Wales nearly made it to the World Cup, but, 
as in former attempts, it failed by the smallest margin 
and Yorath was immediately i in the firing line. 

He said: “I enjoy doing the job. It gives me a lot of 
satisfaction because I’m working with some great 
players.” 


IRISH BOOST 


Trish football fans at the World Cup are set to boost 
domestic tourism by advertising the nation on T-shirts in 
America, 

The Irish tourism authority will hand out the shirts to 
up to 20,000 supporters expected to make the trip. 


UNITED ATTACK ON REF 


Alex Ferguson and Mark Hughes may have their 
knuckles wrapped after their comments on FA Cup 
referee Gerald Ashby. 

A disrepute charge could be brought on both 
Manchester United manager and player by the English 
Football Association. 

Manager Ferguson and third round match-winner 
Hughes gave the official a verbal blast following their 1-0 
win at Sheffield United. 

Both accused Ashby of failing to give sufficient 
protection to Hughes and the other Old Trafford stars. 


McGRATH FINED 


Aston Villa manager Ron Atkinson fined defender 
Paul McGrath $21,000 for failing to travel to Exeter for 
aFA Cuptie. 

The fine, McGrath’s salary for two weeks, is the 
maximum that can be imposed under the club’s 
disciplinary rules. 

Atkinson said: “Paul will be fined and he knows it. He 
should have travelled with the rest of the lads to Exeter. 
He doesn’t have too many house points left and there 
are certain things he has to conform to.” 

Last year McGrath failed to turn up for Ireland’s 
World Cup trip to Albania in May and missed Villa’s 
plane to a pre-season tournament in Tokyo. 


SANTANA'S MATCH-RIGGING 
CLAIM 


Former Brazil national team trainer Tele Santana has 
plunged into the controversy over alleged match-rigging 
in Brazil with claims that the 1990 Sao Paulo 
championship was manipulated. 

He’s told a Brazilian newspaper that referees were 
picked with the deliberate intention of bringing the title 
to Corinthians, 

Santana coached Corinthians’ arch-rivals Palmeiras at 
the time, 

Brazilian soccer has been rocked by a scandal 
involving allegations of match-fixing in the Rio de 
Janeiro championship. 

Federal police say they’re launching an investigation 
and local police in Rio are also considering an official 
inquiry. 


TAPIE’S IMMUNITY TO CONTINUE 


A French prosecutor threatened to quit 
investigating the Olympique Marseille scandal 
after Parliament blocked the arrest of owner and 
lawmaker Bernard Tapie, a French newspaper 
reported. 

“The problem is that now we can’t do anything 
more,” Eric de Montgolfier said in an interview 
with InfoMatin newspaper. 

Tapie, an outspoken self-made millionaire and 
leftist politician, is under investigation for the 
alleged payoff of players on the Valenciennes 
team, whose loss in May came six days before 
Marseille won the European Champions’ Cup 
against AC Milan. 

Five people are charged in the case, including the 
team’s former general manager and a player accused 
of trying to bribe three Valenciennes players. 

Investigators have probed allegations Tapie was 
either involved in the original alleged payoff or in a 
cover-up. The former Valenciennes coach claims 
Tapie offered him financial or professional incentives 
to take the blame in the scandal. 

Tapie has said the accusations against him have 
been politically motivated and that his enemies hoped 
for his demise, the invalidation of his re-election and 
the bankruptcy of the Marseille team. 

“When they see there isn’t a hole in OM, that I was 
Not invalidated and that I spent Christmas at home, 
they say: “Is he made of lead or what?,’” the 
newspaper France-Soir quoted him as saying. 


of South America 


BY MARIO ETCHART 


Maradona’s retum to soccer, 
the 100th anniversary of the 
Argentine Football Association, 
Sao Paulo’s second consecutive 
Copa Libertadores and Toyota 
Cup wins, Brazil’s dominance at 
club level, and its brilliant 
Victory in the Under 20 World 
Championships held in Australia 
last March, and the second 
consecutive Copa America won 
by Argentina, last July in 
Ecuador, were the highlights in 


South America during 1993. 
COLOMBIA 
The beginning of the year 
marked the success of 


Colombia at youth level in the 
continent. The Colombians 
won the South American 
Under 17 championship and 
qualified for the World 
Championships in Japan, 

Colombia justly won the 
championship in a thrilling 
final and qualified together 
with Chile (second) and 
Argentina (third) for the 
Championships. 

Colombian goalkeeper 
Eduardo Calderon and 
Argentine attacking midfielder 
Leonardo Biagini were the 
best players of the 
tournament. 


100 YEARS OF THE 
ARGENTINE FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION 

On February 21, 1993, the 
Argentine Football Association, 
the eighth governing soccer 
body on a national level as far as 
seniority is concerned, 
celebrated its 100th anniversary. 

During its one hundred years 
of existence, AFA has gone 
steadily ahead, reaching the top, 
making the World Cup finals 
four times and achieving the title 
twice. It also played an Olympic 
final and won the Under 20 
World Youth Championship 
once, 

The celebrations marked the 
Teturn of Diego Maradona to the 
Argentine national team playing 
against the European champion, 
Denmark, for the Artemio 
Franchi Cup. The Argentines 
won the trophy on penalties with 
Maradona scoring one of them, 


BRAZIL WINS THE WORLD 
YOUTH CUP 

Brazil, once again resorting 
to its unequivocal style, its “jogo 
bonito”, deservedly won the 
Under 20 World Youth Cup for 
the third time by beating Ghana, 
2-1, in the final played at the 
Sydney Football Stadium. 

The whole world witnessed its 
victory, admiring Adriano’s 
marvellous skills, the class of 
Boalkeeper Dida and the talents 
of Gian, Wagner, Yan and 
Marcelinho. 

The fact that the Brazilians 
had to encoutner teams of the 
calibre of Mexico, United States, 
Norway, Australia and Ghana, 
on their way to the title, made 
their victory even more 
exceptional. 


SAO PAULO WINS THE 

COPA LIBERTADORES 

The spectacular Sao Paulo 
team won the Copa 
Libertadores, the major 
competition in South America at 
club level, for the second time in 
arow, 


The old club of Leonidas, 
Gerson, Antonio Sastre, Bellini, 
Mauro and Careca, among other 
great players in Brazilian soccer 
history, has reached its hour of 
glory. 

After winning the Copa 
Libertadores and the Toyota 
Cup for the first.time in 1992, 
Sao Paulo has put to the test 
the excellence and top 
qualities of its players, winning 
both championships again. 

The outstanding squad, 
guided by the great Tele 
Santana, has already set up a 
place of honour among the 
great teams of football, next to 
the Santos of Pele, Penarol of 
Uruguay, and Independiente 
and Estudiantes of Argentina. 

Brilliant attacking 
midfielder Rai was voted 
“Player of the Tournament”, 
while Universidad Catolica’s 
Argentine striker Juan Carlos 
Almada was the highest scorer 
of the Cup with nine goals, 

Sao Paulo won the final of 
the Copa Libertadores 5-3 on 
aggregate over Universidad 
Catolica of Chile. 

The first match played at 
Sao Paulo’s Morumbi Stadium. 
finished 5-1 in favour of the 
champions, while Catolica won 
the return match played in 
Santiago 2-0. 


ARGENTINA, THE BEST IN 
SOUTH AMERICA 

The 36th edition of the Copa 
America, the major tournament 
at national level in South 
America — this time with the 
inclusion of Mexico and the 
United States — saw a brand- 
new twice champion: Argentina, 

Under the guidance of coach 
Alfio Basile, and with most of 
the players who formed the 1991 
winning team in Chile, 
Argentina succeeded in its quest 
for the second consecutive time. 

Argentina defeated Mexico 2- 
1 in the final played at the 
Monumental stadium of 
Guayaquil, Ecuador. 
Fiorentina’s striker Gabriel 
Batistuta scored twice for 
Argentina and Galindo, through 
a penalty, netted for the 
Mexicans, 

Colombia finished in third place 
and host nation, Ecuador, in 
fourth. The team of the 
tournament: Goycochea 
(Argentina), Herrera (Colombia), 
A. Carlos (Brazil), Capurro 
(Ecuador), Ramirez (Mexico), 
Simeone (Argentina), Del Solar 
(Peru), Garcia Aspe (Mexico), 
Valderrama (Colombia), Batistuta 
(Argentina), Muller (Brazil). 


SOUTH AMERICAN WORLD 
CUP QUALIFYING ROUNDS 

With the end of the Copa 
America, the South American 
World Cup qualifying rounds 
‘began and unexpectedly Bolivia 
caused the biggest upset by 
inflicting on Brazil its first ever 
defeat in its World Cup 
qualifying history, 

But that was only the 
beginning. The Bolivians, 
although they were thrashed by 
Brazil in the return match, not 


Only qualified for the World Cup 

finals but they also left Uruguay 
out of the competition. 

Group B, composed of 
Brazil, Bolivia, Uruguay, 
Ecuador and Venezuela, finished 
with the first two in top 
positions, 

Meanwhile, in the South 
American qualifying Group A, 
composed of Argentina, 
Colombia, Peru and Paraguay, 
only the first qualified for the 
World Cup finals while the 
runner-up had to play against 
Australia, winner of the 
Oceania-CONCACAF 
elimination series, 

The Colombians showing 
their class won the group and 
also ended Argentina’s record of 
33 matches without defeat by 
beating the South American 
champions twice, 2-t in 
Barranquilla and 5-0 in Buenos 
Aires. 

After the humiliating defeat 
against Colombia, Maradona 
announced his intention of 
playing for Argentina against 
Australia, 

Maradona made his return 
to Argentine football playing 
with his new club, Newell's Old 
Boys, in a friendly 
international against Emelec 
of Ecuador. The star scored 
the only goal of the game and 
showed his class with a brilliant 
display, 

On October 31, Argentina, 
with Diego Maradona as its 
captain, drew 1-1 with 
Australia in the Sydney 
Football Stadium. Another 
newcomer to Basile’s squad, 
Roma’s striker Abel Balbo, 
scored the Argentine goal 
against the run of play, 

Two weeks later, in Buenos 
Aires Monumental Stadium, 
Argentina defeated Australia 
1-0 with an own goal from 
Alex Tobin and became the 
last team to qualify for the 
1994 World Cup. 


SAO PAULO’S SUPREMACY 
The “Paulistas” continued 
their brilliant run by winning 
the “Jal Cup's Cup”, a series 
played between the winners of 
the 1992 Copa Libertadores 
and the Super Cup. Sao Paulo, 
after two 0-0 draws against 
Cruzeiro, beat their 
compatriots 4-2 on penalties, 

The run continued with Sao 
Paulo’s victory over Hamengo 
in the final of the South 
American Super Cup, a 
competition reserved for past 
winners of the Copa 
Libertadores. | After two 2-2 
draws, Sao Paulo defeated 
Flamengo 5-3 on penalties. 

And finally, in a thrilling 
match, the South American 
masters defeated AC Milan 3-2 
in the final of the Toyota Cup 
played in :Tokyo last 
December. 

BOTAFOGO WINS THE 

CONMEBOL CUP 

Another Brazilian club, 
Botafogo of Rio:de Janeiro, won 
its first major international title 
by beating Penarol of Uruguay 
in the final of the South 
American Conmebol Cup, 

In the first match played in 
Montevideo Botafogo and 
Penarol drew 1-1 and in the 
return match,|at Maracana 
Stadium, both teams drew 2-2. 
Botafogo won 3-1 on 
penalties, l 
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WORLD BRIEFS... 


BOARDROOM HOSTILITIES 


A call to end boardroom hostilities at Everton has been 
ordered by chief executive Jim Greenwood, 

Tranmere chairman Peter Johnson is battling to take 
over the struggling Premiership outfit, 

But Greenwood said: “I personally would love to see 
all three parties working together.” 


BLACKOUT 


Angry Bristol City fans vented their frustration on 
local electrical contractors following the abandonment of 
the FA Cup third round tie with Liverpool 

The owner of the company which installed the new 
floodlights at Ashton Gate said he had received threats, 
abusive phone calls and obscene faxes after the power 
failure which caused the tie to be abandoned midway 
through the second half. 

But the First Division club moved quickly to absolve 
the company of any blame. 

City director Deryn Coller said: “It wasn’t a floodlight 
failure. The main power supply went down and the stand- 
by generator failed to function because a small piece of 
cable bumed out.” 


REF SLAMS BRIBE SCANDAL 


A former Brazilian referee said match-fixing in the Rio 
de Janeiro championship had been common since 1985 
and claimed some referees were corrupt. 

“There are three types of referees in Rio de Janeiro — 
the correct ones, the corrupt ones and the others,” said 
Reginaldo Mathias, a referee until 1985 and a former 
president of the Rio de Janeiro referees’ association. 

Mathias’s claims followed alicgations of plans to rig the 
Tesults of some matches in the 1994 Rio de Janeiro 
championship. 

Referee Claudio Cerdeira accused Rio federation 
director Wagner Canazaro of telling referees they had to 
ensure the results of certain games were in the 
federation’s interests. 

Canazaro has denied the allegation and Rio federation 
president Eduardo Viana has denied the organisation is 
corrupt. 

“Thankfully, the correct referees are in the majority, 
but unfortunately it is difficult for them to be promoted,” 
said Mathias. 

“Then there are the corrupt ones who receive money to 
change results, to give players yellow cards or not to give 
players yellow cards, to mention things in reports or not, 
depending on the circumstances. 

“The others...g0 along with the interests of the 
federation and don’t receive any money in return. They 
do it just to be promoted. But they are the worst because 
they have the appearance of being honest.” 

Mathias said corruption had existed since 1985, the 
year that Viana had become president of the Rio 
federation. 

Botafogo, Flamengo and Fluminense, three of Rio’s 
leading clubs, announced after the scandal broke that they 
were forming a breakaway league and would not take part 
in the 1994 Rio de Janeiro championship. 

They had been concerned for some time about the 
organisation and management of the championship, they 
said. Brazil is unusual among soccer nations in that the 
national championship lasts only four months. The clubs 
spend half the year disputing regional competitions, of 
which the Rio de Janeiro championship is one of the most 
important. 


GERMAN FOOTBALLER STABBED 


FC Hamburg footballer Oliver Moller was rushed to 
hospital after being stabbed by a young deaf and dumb 
female spectator at a match last week. 

The spectator, who appeared around 20, threw herself 
at Moller, 25, at the end of a friendiy match against 
Eintracht Frankfurt and plunged a pocket knife into his 
back close to his kidneys. 

Before she could stab the player a second time she was 
overpowered by another spectator who grabbed the knife 
from her. Police arrested the attacker while Moller was 
given emergency first aid, 

Moller was taken to the Red Cross hospital at Bad 
Cannstatt where a spokesman said his life was not in 
danger. Stuttgart club doctor Ruediger Degwert, who 
examined Moller at the ground, was more optimstic, 

“T do not think there is any serious internal injury,” he 
said. 

Police could not immediately establish any motive for 
the attack. The incident is the third major failure of 
security at sporting events in less than a year. 

It came only six days after American figure skating 
champion Nancy Kerrigan was attacked in Detroit by a 
man wielding a heavy metal bar. Kerrigan was forced out 
of the American championships. 

On April 30 last year Monica Seles was stabbed in the 
back by a spectator while sitting courtside during a tennis 
match in Hamburg. 

The former world number one has not played since. 
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WELSH FINED FOR FLARE DEATH 


The Welsh Football Association (FAW) has been fined 
$15,000 by FIFA following the death of a spectator at last 
November’s World Cup qualifier against Romania at 
Cardiff Arms Park. 

John Hill died after he was hit by a distress flare fired 
from the south stand of the ground into the north stand. 

FIFA, soccer’s world governing body, ordered the fine 
but did not impose a ban, so Wales will be able to play 
their European championship qualifying matches at the 
Arms Park. 


1994 World Cup 
referees and 
linesmen preselected 


The FIFA Referees’ Committee (chairman: 


David Will, Scotland) has made a preliminary 
selection of 30 referees and 25 linesmen with 
a view to the 1994 World Cup final 


competition in the USA. 
BRAZILIAN BREAKAWAY They will all be invited to attend a PROG PEEL OS OCT S © 
COLLAPSES preparatory seminar and to undertake fitness ae 


tests in Dallas between 13 and 18 March next 


See, 
year, after which the final selection of 22 e ® ¢ STE 


Brazilian football was in a state of chaos after attempts 


to end a breakaway league in Rio de Janeiro foundered. referees and 22 linesmen for the final eS 
Two weeks before the official start of the new season, } competition will be made. Say 
it is still unclear how many championships Rio will have, 
how tae will be organised and which clubs will take part REFEREES Rares, ay 
in which. 
Three of Rio’s leading clubs, Flamengo, Fluminense and UEFA 
Botafogo, said last month they would not compete in this BALDAS Fabio Ttaly 
year’s Rio de Janeiro championship, leaving Vasco da DIAZ VEGA Manuel — Spain 
Gama as the only major team. DON Philip England LINESMEN UEFA 
The rebels plan a breakaway league instead. GOETHALS Guy Belgium CHRISTENSEN M., Carl-Johan Denmark 
Attempts last night to lure them back looked set to KARLSSON Bo Sweden DOLSTRA Jan Netherlands 
succeed when the rebels and the other clubs agreed on a KRUG Helmut Germany EVERSTIG Mikael Sweden 
formula for the official championship. MIKKELSEN Peter Denmark ILIEV Alexey —_ Bulgaria 
But talks broke down over who should control the MOTTRAM Leslie Scotland IVANOV Valentine Russia 
championship. NIKAKIS. Vassilios Greece LISTKIEWICZ Michal — Poland 
The rebels wanted an independent five-man PAIRETIO Pier-Luigi Italy MARTON Sandor § Hungary 
commission to take charge. But Vasco da Gama Tefused, PUHL Sandor § Hungary MATTHYS Luc Belgium 
saying the commission should merely “assist” the QUINIOU Joél France PEARSON Roy England 


federation. 
The rebels broke away in December when a match-rigging 
scandal erupted, with allegations that referees were being told 


ROTHLISBERGER Kurt Switzerland RAMICONE, Domenico Italy 
VANDER ENDE Mario Netherlands  YLI-KARRO Tapio Finland 


to ensure certain matches ended in results which were “in the AFC AFC 
federation’s interests.” AL-SHARIF Jamal Syria AL_GHATTAN Yousif Bahrain 
They had already been angered by what they saw as the BUJSAIM ‘Ali Mohammed UAE CHOL Hae-Il Korea DPR 
poor organisation of last year’s competition and at the OBATA Shin-Ichiro Japan FANAEI Mohammed Iran 
fixture list for this year, in which Vasco da Gama was to play PARK Hae-Young Korea Rep. 
its first seven games at home. SOUTH AMERICA 
Brazil is unusual among soccer nations in that the national FILIPPIC Emesto Uruguay SOUTH AMERICA 
championship lasts only four months. The clubs spend half the IMPERATORE, M. Salvador Chile ALVES Paulo Brazil 
year contesting regional competitions, of which the Rio de LAMOLINA Francisco Argentina BALDERRAMA Victor Bolivia 
Janeiro championship is one of the most important. MARSIGLIA Renato —_ Brazil TAIBI Emesto Argentina 
REZENDE Marcio — Brazil ZARATE, Venancio Paraguay 
TEJADAN. Alberto Peru 
VERDY KAWASAKI TAKE LEAD TORRES C. Jose J. Colombia CAF 
Verdy Kawasaki took a major step towards clinching HASSAN Abdel-Magid Egypt 
the overall "J" League soccer title by beating Kashima CAF RHARIB El-Jilah Morocco 
Antlers 2-0 in the first leg of the championship play-off. DIRAMBA Jean-Fidéle Gabon 
Kashima Antlers won the first half of the championship JOUINI Neji Tunisia CONCACAF 
in the summer while Verdy won the second half last LIMKEECHONG An-Yan Mauritius CALIX CARCIA Ramundo Honduras 
month. a JAMES Douglas Trinidad & 
Under the rules of the inaugural championship the two CONCACAF Tobago 
winning clubs meet in the two-leg playoff for the overall ANGELES Arturo A. USA OFC 
title worth ¥.10 million ($130,000) fo the winner, BADILLA Rodrigo Costa Rica BRAZZALE Eugene — Australia 
After an even first half at the National Stadium, Kazuyoshi BRIZIOCARTER Arturo Mexico DUNSTER Gordon Australia 


Miura, Verdy’s Brazilian-trained star, opened the scoring 
with a superb goal in the 60th minute. 

Brazilian midfielder Barreto Faria Bismarck began the 
move that led to the goal when he picked up a cross from 
teammate Ruy Ramos and set up Miura. 

The striker rounded several Kashima defenders inside the 
box before driving home with a low powerful shot. 

Verdy kept Kasima under pressure for most of the rest of 
the match and finally made it 2-0 when Bismarck scored with 
aheader a minute from the end. 


MICHEL: NEW COACH OF 
CAMEROON 


Henri Michel, France’s national manager from 1984 to 
1986, has been named Cameroon’s World Cup manager. 

Michel, capped 58 times by France, said he believed 
Cameroon could go a long way in the US tournament. 

Michel will work with Jules Nyongha and his assistant Jean 
Manga Onguene who coached Cameroon through the 
qualifying competition. 


NAPOLI'S VACUUM 


Napoli is in the grip of a power vacuum. 

Long-time president Corrado Ferlaino had to step down 
after he was implicated in a business scandal. 

But caretaker president Francesco Gallo does not want to 
take over financial responsibility. Hardly surprising really. As 
Gallo says: “Would you want to buy a business which is $60 
million in debt?” 


SANCHEZ’S RECORD 


Mexican veteran Hugo Sanchez has become the number 
two all-time scorer in Spain. His goal against Zaragoza for 
Rayo Vallecano in a 4-1 defeat lifted his. total to 22 
more than Alfredo Di Stefano (Reul Madrid) but 23 fewer 
than Telmo Zarro (Bilbao). 


Controversial character: the amount of protection Diego Maradona gets from referees 
will be crucial to Argentina's World Cup campaign later this year. 
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INTER SUTTON 


Inter Milan are allegedly planning a transfer swoop 
for Norwich City’s Chris Sutton. 

Boss Osvaldo Bagnoli was impressed with the City 
striker’s performances in the recent UEFA Cup clashes 
and promised: “I can make him a very tich man. 

“T like the look of Sutton and I can see why there has 
been so much interest from English clubs.” 

England Under 21 star Sutton, just 20, is unhappy with 
his current contract at Carrow Road. 


BERTI’S CAUSE 


Remember Nicola Berti? 

He’s the Inter Milan midfielder and [talian 
international who was ruled out of action for the best 
part of a year by a serious knee injury. 

But Berti is putting his recovery time to the best 
possible use by fronting fund-raising events for a charity 
supporting research into possible cures for muscular 
dystrophy. 


WORLD CUP FINALS: THREE 
POINTS FOR A WIN? 


FIFA General Secretary Sepp Blatter says that the 
World Cup organising committee — and not the 
participating teams — will decide whether to switch to a 
three points for a win system at next year’s finals in the 
USA. Previously, FIFA has said a decision would rest 
with the 24 finalists. 


SADYIN TIME IS RUNNING OUT 


World Cup boss Pavel Sadyrin is facing dismissal after 
coming under pressure from player power. 

He has accused Anatoli Bishovets, the last CIS 
manager, of masterminding a letter signed by 14 national 
team players and demanding that Sadyrin step down. 

Sadyrin says: “The players thought the letter 
contained mainly financial demands for World Cup 
bonuses. But they were tricked.” 


US BEAT NORWAY! 


Cobi Jones scored off a rebound from Norwegian 
goalkeeper Frode Grodas in the 90th minute to lift the 
United States past Norway 2-1 in a meeting of World 
Cup finalists. 

Claudio Reyna dribbled into the left side of the area 
and hit a shot from nine metres that Grodas knocked 
down. But the ball cannoned to the right post where a 
streaking Jones, despite tight marking, got his right foot 
onto the ball for his fourth international goal. 

Marcelo Batboa’s header in the 54th minute had tied 
the game 1-1. 


AFRICAN BAN 


The Confederation of African Football (CAF) has 
upheld appeals from Ghana and the Ivory Coast 
against the expulsion of their clubs from African club 
competitions. 

But despite the decision, the clubs are still 
effectively ruled out of this year’s contests. 

In addition, a final verdict was to have rested on 
crowd behaviour at two international friendly 
matches between the west African neighbours which 
had been arranged for next month. 

But Ghana’s sports ministry said in Accra earlier 
they were against the games taking place and they 
now look sure to be called off. 

CAF had placed a blanket ban on clubs from the 
two countries but reversed their decision today after a 
12-hour committee meeting. 

‘The ban was imposed after Ivorian mobs attacked 
Ghanaian immigrants in November, killing and raping 
an unknown number, Ghana evacuated thousands of 
its nationals. 

The violence began when thousands of Ivorian 
soccer fans returned home from a match in central 
Ghana and described how they were stoned and 
beaten. 


TANZANIA QUIT 


Simba of Tanzania has quit the East and Central 
African club championship by refusing a quick replay 
of a match halted by rioting Sudanese fans on Friday 
night. 

Sudan’s al-Merreikh was losing 2-1 when its fans 
invaded the pitch and stoned the referee and Tanzanian 
players after Simba’s second goal three minutes before 
fulltime, 

Simba said it needed five days to bring replacements 
for the replay, and the forfeit has saved al-Merreikh from 
being knocked out of the competition. 

Police say the referee and several members of the 
Tanzanian team were treated in hospital after the 
match. 


WORLD NEWS [#4 | 


Greeks find a new idol to worship 


It isn’t often that Greek 
players attract the likes of 
AC Milan and Juventus. 
But if Nikos Machlas 
continues to make the kind 
of progress that helped 
propel his country into the 
World Cup finals, he could 
soon find himself lining up 
against the cream of 
European football. 

Such has been the form 
of the darling of Greek 
football that scouts from all 
around the world will be 
scrutinising his every move 
when he plays in America 
next summer for one of the 
least fashionable of all 
European finalists, 

The talent-spotters are 
already out in force having 
been alerted by an 
impressive Tecent 
performance 
when Machlas 
played for an 
international 
all-star side 
against Milan 
in the San 
Siro. He came 
on as a 
substitute and set up one of 
his team’s goals. 

But six months before a 
ball is kicked, Machlas, 20, 
cannot contain his 
excitement at what lies in 
store for him in America. 
He said: “I see it as a good 
Opportunity to find out 
about a distant world, 
normally familiar only 
through my television set. 
It is a great step ahead in 
my career.” 

That career has spiralled 


in just two years. In 1991, 
Machlas, who was born in 
Crete, made an impressive 
debut for OFI Crete against 
Scoda Xanthi. And in June 
the same year he scored his 
first goal in the 
championship against 
Panionios. 

Ever since then, he has 
been the object of intense 
media coverage in a 
country thirsty to find a 
successor to Thomas 
Mavros, the greatest 
striker Greek football has 
ever produced, who 
incidentally quit the year 
Machlas started out. 

The chance of playing 
for one of Europe’s big 
teams is never far from 
Machlas’s mind. “I can’t 
help thinking about it,” he 


He has been the 
object of intense 
media coverage 


said. “I have an ambitious 
nature and playing in 
Europe is something that 
gives you money and glory, 
something that very few 
Greek players have 
attained.” However, for 
one so young, he is acutely 
aware of the dangers that 
ambitions like his may 
hide. “Money is not 
everything. It can change 
your personality, make you 
arrogant,” he said. “You 
have to love what you are 


Machias: hero worship. 


Soccer skills gain 
more from less 


Eliminate one defender, 
play ten men a side — 
guaranteeing more goals — 
and voila! you put the show 
back into soccer. Such is the 
thinking of one of Europe’s 
top managers, Arsene 
Wenger of Monaco. 

As FIFA continues to 
search for ways of making 
the game more attractive — 
a hunt that began after some 
of the drivel served up at 
Ttalia ‘90 — Wenger insists 
his revolutionary proposal 
will create more entertaining 
and attacking play. 

Ten-a-side might not be 
for next season. But Wenger 
feels FIFA’s Task Force 
2000, the think-tank 
pondering the game’s future, 
cannot afford to ignore the 
idea, 

“Top-level football may 
still be interesting but the 
number of boring matches is 
multiplying,” Wenger said: 
“The goal tally drops each 
year and it’s no wonder 
spectators are frustrated. 
Since the start of the 
century, the size of the pitch 
has not changed but physical 
performance has evolved 
enormously. Each player 
now runs three or four 
kilometres more each game 
than players 30 years ago. 
Each time they have the ball, 


there is less time and space 
to make a dangerous move 
because there are far more 
people around.” 

FIFA has already studied 
several ways to make the 
game more attractive. The 


Wenger: radical. 


backpass rule, which initially 
generated considerable 
scorn, has generally been a 
success, In addition, kick-ins 
instead of throw-ins are 
under serious discussion 
after being experimented 


doing. If you are driven 
just by money, you will be 
destroyed, sooner or later.” 
He also knows only too 
well how injury can wreck 
hopes and dreams. When 
he was only three years old 
his father was forced to 
abandon a career in 
football because of a 
serious injury. Machlas 
said: “He never forced me 
to take up the game. He 
just encouraged me to 
make my own decisions 
and I treasure his advice. It 
has helped me to keep my 
feet firmly on the ground.” 
It has probably also 
helped him succeed where 
others have failed. For 
many potential Greek 
footballing talents have 
failed to show restraint and 
become complacent, losing 
everything they had 
worked hard to achieve. 
With the dedication and 
stubbornness born of every 
Cretan, Machlas is 
determined to succeed. This 
is regardless of the hero 
worship that has been 
invading his life ever since 
Greece's dream of 
qualifying for their first 
ever World Cup finals 
began to become a reality. 
The way that he soared 
into the air just before he 
scored the winning goal 
against Russia in Greece’s 
last qualifier drove 60,000 
Greek fans wild. Such 
adulation is equaily strong 
at club level. OF! Crete’s 
unprecedented progress to 
the third round of the 


"The solution is to 
cut down to ten 
men per side" 


- Arsene Wenger 


with at youth level. Although 
FIFA is unlikely to go for as 
tadical a change in the rules 
as Wenger is suggesting, the 
experienced 44-year-old — a 
strong candidate for the 
Bayern Munich job next 
season — is convinced that 
his idea will work. 

“As there is a limit to 
improving technical skills 
the solution to finding more 
space is to cut the team 
down to ten men, Dropping 
a defender and playing 3-4-2 
would make for really 
exciting games,” he 
explained. 

Wenger says teams which 
have a player sent off are no 
longer as vulnerable as they 
once were, “You gain so 
much space, even when 
forced to play ten men 
against 11, there it isn’t a 
handicap any more. With ten 
against ten, and being 
psychologically on an equal 
footing, you have space to 
cover both wings and 
attacking will be a priority.” 

Unlike other proposals, 


ten-a-side soccer would not 
cost anything and could be 
introduced worldwide, 
Wenger says. He has spent 
hours in front of his video 
studying 50 French league 
games to test out his 
theories. “There are only six 
to eight shots on goal a 
match,” he explained. “One 
or two go in and three or 
four are two or three metres 
out. The real problem is 
having the time and space to 
Set into a position to shoot.” 

Wenger, whose side have 
finished in the French 
league’s top three since he 
took over in 1987 and are 
contenders for the 
Champions’ Cup this season, 
concluded: “Football is a 
young game and if it is to 
survive it has to evolve. 
Society itself is evolving 
very fast and people have 
less emotional excitement in 
their lives. 

“We must give them that 
excitement at the stadium by 
making football more of a 
show.” 


"If you are driven just 
by money you will be 
destroyed" 


— Nikos Machlas 


Greece in action against Russia 


UEFA Cup was almost 
entirely down to him. 

The club’s elimination of 
Atletico Madrid gave him a 
special glow. “The fans 
were so passionate they 


could have melted an 
iceberg. Great support can 
work miracles, it can lead 
you to new heights, 
somewhere you never ever 
dream you could climb.” 


"money is not 
everything"—Machlas 


Dimitros Saravakos: Machlas has 
displaced him at the top. 
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